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Foreword

Naeem Tahir is an icon on the cultural and literary scene of
Pakistan. His services to art and culture have immensely
benefited the art circles and will continue to enrich cultural life
of average Pakistanis. His entry as a newspaper columnist is a
valuable addition to journalism. It is a privilege for me to write
a few words for this collection of articles written by Naeem
Tahir. His vision, forthrightness and love for the country and its
people come out strongly from his pen. His articles cover many
past and current events and reflect his views in an un biased
manner. It is also an effort by him to correct many a falsehood about the historical events which
took place during my tenure and also about Pakistan. He has also admirably analysed the events
of recent past which are influencing lives of ordinary people today.

I wish Nacem continued success in writing with the same intensity and logic in the service of
Pakistan.

Pervez Musharraf
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Foreword

Naecem Tahir is a very well-known name. | knew him as the
secretary, Pakistan Arts Council Alhamra, Lahore when he was
appointed to this position after the departure of Mr. Faiz Ahmed
Faiz. 1 was teaching in the Law College and was actively writing
stage dramas. Nacem Tahir has continued in life very positively and
distinguished himself in many fields. To start with, his development
of Alhamra Art Centre Lahore, Development of National Art Gallery
Islamabad (PNCA), his active association with PTV as Principal
Central Television Institute, his contribution to extend Pakistan

peen known. He is also Chairman of Unesco Theatre Institute for Pakistan. However, Nacem Tahir
i)l! wider experience of life. He has been a successful exporter and Vice President of Pakistan
carpet Manufacturers Association, a successful Industrialist and Chairman of Pakistan Fruit
- Processors Association and in close contact with politics.

" His passion for writing and research has continued all along. His most important research work is

This present collection primarily contains his articles written in the Daily Times since June 2011.
] usually read his comments with interest. His writings are objective, constructively critical, and
— occasionally have a touch of humour and satire. His style makes his articles readable and enjoyable
~ at the same time. With the wealth of experience and exposure to life, he brings a lot to the reader

and it is good that at his mature age he has decided to share his experience and thoughts with the

readers in Pakistan and abroad. I also love listening to his rare recordings of the verses of Allama
- Igbal in unique recitation and musical composition guided by distinguished men like Mr. Faiz
~ Ahmed Faiz and Sufi Ghulam Mustafa Tabassum.

: I am sure Naeem Tahir’s writings will be read with interest and will be very useful as a chronicle
~ of his times.
3 Dr. Javed Igbal
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Naeem Tahir in his New Avatar

To my and previous generations of Pakistanis, Nacem Tahir needs
no introduction, although I am not equally confident of succeeding
generations’ ‘memory’. So just in case, let me summarise. Nacem
Tahir has been a central figure in the cultural life of Pakistan,
stretching back to the 1950’s a period from which I too can trace
his association with my family. When a pioneering group of
intellectuals comprising Imtiaz Ali Taj, Mumtaz Daultana, Abdur
Rehman Chughtai and my later father, Chief Justice of Pakistan
Justice S.A. Rahman decided to set up Alhamra in Lahore in 1949
as an arts centre (currently called the Lahore Arts Council but
popularly still remembered as Alhamra), they paved the way for
succeeding generations of arts practitioners to enrich the cultural life of the city and the country,
amongst whom Naeem Tahir’s contributions over the decades to stage, radio, television and film
as an actor, producer, director and trainer deserve pride of place.

Little did I know that I was destined to play a small part in helping Naeem Tahir, who was a
familiar figure to me and my siblings when we were growing up, to emerge in yet another avatar
— a newspaper columnist. Given his rich record in the cultural field (and subsequently his success
as a businessman), it seemed to my ever-curious mind, given to new and interesting departures,
that the readers of Daily Times may have a lot to learn from Naeem Tahir’s rich and varied life
experience. I therefore, took opportunistic advantage of Naecem Tahir’s visit to me not long after I
took over as Editor, Daily Times, to invite him to write for us. Normally I would have been
expected to suggest that he focus on cultural themes given his background, but I am always
reluctant to confine writers to one or a few fields. I therefore gave him carte balance to range over
a universal array of subjects, following wherever the muse may take him.

The book in your hand in the second volume of a collection of Naeem Tahir’s columns published
in Daily Times. The first volume, published in 2011, covered his contributions from the beginning,
March 2010, till May 201 1. The present volume takes up from where the previous one left off, and
brings the collection up to date by covering the period June 2011 to November 2013. There is little
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cause for alarm on the part of his readers though. Nacem Tahir's association with Daily Timeg
remains an ongoing enterprise, As to the content of his writing, it is difficult always to find an
overaching or underlying thread in a collection of weekly columns, inherently an exercise focuseq
on the ‘here and now’, or what is conventionally referred to as current issues. Only writers wity,
an ‘institutional memory® of the country’s history, trajectory, and therefore problems can be
expected to do justice to inherently complex issues that defy easy and superficial attempts at 5
solution. To this task, Nacem Tahir brings a richly varied palette capable of painting in vivig
colours the lay of the land and he horizon beyond the obvious. The spread of his columng
encompasses the most pertinent and serious problems confronting Pakistan as well as nooks anq
crannies obscured from the general public's views. He plunges into the crises confronting the
country, amongst which must be counted, first and foremost, terrorism and the extremist mindset
that is the swormn enemy of an enlightened, an educated, cultured and civilized society. Our past
claims to such a description can only be characterized today as, at best, a distant memory.
Traversing this intellectual and cultural desert, Nacem Tahir's pieces are evocative of and
testimony to all that is wrong with our governance, growing intolerance, cultural withering and a
descent into an abyss of chaos. None of this will be unfamiliar to readers, but what marks Nacem
Tahir out from the doom and gloom tribe (whose numbers grow exponentially by the day) is his
optimism, belief in the future of the country, and determination to play his role as a tribune of the
people and their rights. And as noted above, this project is far from finished.

I can only wish Naeem Tahir more power to his elbow, a continuing relationship with Daily Times
and its readers, and good health and long life to persevere on the path taken.

Rashid Rehman
Editor Daily Times

VIEWS, INTERVIEWS AND PICTORIAL 15

£ preface
S

It was in the third week of February 2010 that I called Mr. Rashed
Rehman; the newly appointed editor of the The Daily Times. We met
the same day and spent some time together in his office. His editorial
board member4s also joined in. During this meeting Rashid asked me
to write for The Daily Times’. I reflected for a moment and my first
reaction was positive, primarily because the newspaper has an
enlightened outlook and shows a rare balance in its presentations. So, I
- had little problem with the ‘policy’. I asked him ‘What subject’? He
answered ‘Whatever you line’. So he left no room for me to have a
second thought. I started. Now in May 2011 it has been over one year.
y my articles were published as ‘Views’ or ‘Comments’ on op — ed pages and a few were

Review’.

Je ' soon I realized that a ‘readership’ had developed? Several persons from the civil society
sonsidered my writings worth reading and their comments encouraged me to continue writing even
es when I felt lazy. Little or no deletions occurred in the next of my articles. However the
s or words that got ‘changed’ for some reason, have been restored and are included in this
ection. But I do acknowledge the ‘non’ interference policy of the Daily Times.

At the time when I started my column I followed my natural responses to various situations.
A Occasionally I wrote with a sense of humor. Now I feel a change occurred in me, since I started
writing in the newspaper. When I carefully looked at the national issues, I began to lose my sense
of humor! National issues were getting too serious and the trends were even scary. There were
~ senseless murders, radicalization, terrorism, corruption, and so on. I found it difficult to laugh

hope someday situations will change and I will be able to get my sense of humor back.

~ Before I conclude I wish to express my grateful thanks to ex-President of Pakistan, Mr. Pervez
Musharraff for his kindness in writing the ‘Foreword’ for this collection.

o,

t? : Nacem Tahir
% March 12, 2011,
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ixpross started from Delhi’s historical Railway Station on that night. It was almost
ople who had a reason to go to Pakistan. Some were returning after a visit to relatives,
) inml.'u. some went sightseeing, some visited ancestral homes, some explored
unity and some were visiting shrines. There was happiness, nostalgia, devotion and
pors. Journey from Delhi to Lahore is no ordinary journey; there are emotions
[ lamjho(a Express” it is no ordinary train either. It is the symbol of the ambivalent
ml‘ of the two countries who keep playing ‘hot” and ‘cold” with each other. The
d or bad because of the vested interests. Some political parties, particularly the
are not lnumted in peace between the two countries. The Hindutva
n line with the extreme rightists in Pakistan and the Taliban mindsets. Both draw
/ 1 h and fear and propagate these to keep their vote bank intact. Hindutva
u identity for India, one =ast and one religion instead of a secular identity.

-lﬂod relations with Pakistan is not acceptable because they want a larger India. The
malizing the relations between India and Pakistan in 2007 were against the Hindutva
ded to be stopped. So, the phmo sabotage the very symbol of friendship and accord,

: mn ’

58" train of 18" February 2507 was to go on its journey of ﬁ’iendshnp justone
n Ministers of India and Pakistan was to continue their dialogue in India and
s ol' normalization. From the point of view of Hindutva terrorists this was the
o act. Theyplanned to blow off the train and blow off the talks with it! But the
lanned shrewdly and cleverly to hide the real face of the saboteurs.

"'iickod in passenger suitcases, the ‘operators” left the train near Paniput, and
,ﬁoon after their departure. It could have been a timing device or a remote
lodod in two bogies and an inferno of fire burnt 70persons alive! They could
? e doors were locked to meet immigration requirements! The passengers in the

...............................
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bogle number 10 and 11 were M”.MMmfomnm victims included children, women, ¢ oo oty ¢
young and old persons, all Muslims. Five or six Hindus or Sikhs also perished. Among the

survivors were a husband m‘ wife M{m got bumt. The terrorist celebrated thei,
success. The talks of ship received but laterthe two governments showeq

By now the Indian Government has verified that Samjhota tragedy was the handiwork of
terrorists, Swami Asimanand, one of the accused, has spilled the beans, Names of
wml Purohit and others have come to be known. Some facts of Samjhota tragedy are now
sublic knowledge.

remarkable determ ' hm’ s
The Hindutva w mwhmdm‘t in media and Indian government, er o later facts behind Mumbai terror and Karkare’s murder will surprise the world.
fashed the news mumnmmmlm by two Muslims namely Ghular,

Rasul Kashmiri and Azmat Ali with the support of Pakistani terrorists. The headlines were sec

by millions umam along with the *finding" that it appears a handiwork of *Islamic
om Pakistan. Many Mguumlunumoeum with Pakistan since

ha¥

be. Haryana Police , in whose
ollow the ‘leads’ provided by the
. They reached his house only
d been dead since five years!
had already been jailed for over
ton lgpﬂlpsed Haryana police
ed 9lt%lel from the train. The
Afmy in Kashmir. The
) up the whole fagade and
to be done. “The long arm

lig md Army and ordered
I -.g;.‘ SOl e time and they
= ’, w }

estigatio iﬁftﬁe acts of terror
! ﬂ' The Indian Government
as the chief of the Anti-Terror
d u’am. to study all cases of

i e Haryana pgﬂee rdwhich pointed towards
some Hindutva gtoupsmdsoon@gcwdamm .,—-:;'.. bytbeexg o iogutMalegaon Mosque
on 27" of Ramadan in 2008, Sognbs.,,ig'ghis, se, were planted on the motorcycle used by
Pragiya Singh Sadwan% VHP. e '.

Hemant Karkare's dnscovenes were shoclgng for the Saﬂ'mn Bnyde Hm(?utvn believers and the
e/
Sangh vaar Politicians, army men, business tyco well as the rehw-Swamu all faced
- exposure. Sunvival of Karkare and his team meant ¢ for lhmpeop is death could be a
— ,-sawor So Karkare got killed during the Mumbai umage! But he had wtuplly filed the case in the

i .,.»,- ey ol O e
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k( k‘"ﬂ' Wagm, +
W 2 e
g T o . ; ‘ . tarned money at the cost of their comfort to look afier the needs of their compatriots.
¥ ; y ' Rl b ﬁm patriotic? Do the so-called patriotic legislators not take an oath and do not remember
& ord 0 Itl few minutes later? Are they all serving national interest over and above their personal
" t{l‘;r B e "‘;’l'.g :
@ situation that can be Jabelled against the oath taking of a dual national is in the case of
e of interest between the two countries. Let us look at the reality. Most of the Diaspora is
July 06,2012 tries that are friendly to Pakistan and boast of commonality of interest. Even in case of
J ! \ onflict, the situations are resolved in the best interest of both countries. Where is the
Pakistan and its Diaspora Are we afraid of the Indians coming and sabotaging Pakistan’s interest? So let it be
v S : ndia does not allow dual nationality, so there is no case of concern on this count.

from the point of view that the individuals of Diaspora who may want to contest an
Pakistan would bring with them the experience and exposure of the system of more
countries, Therefore, they are likely to contribute positively in decision-making. They
of help with their contacts in the other country. This influence can help in trade as well
understanding. It also needs to be remembered that if such persons enter the country
1g their rights under NICOP, and not on a ‘visa’, then, they acquire the ‘resident’ right
an. Therefore, they should enjoy all rights without suspicion.

0 other counties do with their Diaspora? Most of the other countries lay down no
. The reasons are obvious. Then where is the opposition coming from? Is it a sense of
because a Diaspora candidate is likely to be more competent? The Diaspora candidate
likely to be more educated and with a better understanding of how more developed
manage their affairs, while some traditional candidate does not even want to graduate
iversity. This is a strange contradiction. How many times have the elected really cared
basic individual rights as guaranteed by the constitution? Have they really protected
s for the masses? They have hardly ever done so. But, when it comes to entering a
body by the Diaspora, they are reminded of this right. And how do the illiterate

* consider themselves competent to make laws? With no or little education, the best
claim to understand are the wishes of a certain portion of the voters of their constituency.
portion’, because generally, the winner does not have the majority votes unless it was a

_ The Pakistani Diaspora refers to overseas Pakistanis, who, as Pakistani citizens, migrated to
another country. According to Pakistan government, there are around seven million Pakistanis B/
living abroad, with a vast majority of them residing in the Middle East, Europe and North America, g b

' MMMu(mmmMmofWIS billion dollars in 2012. That money was ~as p

i welcomed» Y2

Whoqs&ucpeoplemdwhydoduy \ecved:eooumxyofbnrﬂu?A majority of these are young
; m&umnd'mmmmdmmm The young are those who have some
 qualification, succeed in obtaining respectable jobs in 2 competitive job market and were found 1o
~ be an asset by the employers in a developed country. Several of these have made a name for
themselves, contributed to the business of their employers and to the economy of the country of
 their residence. Some have reached top positions. There are others who have established
_ themselves as entrepreneurs and run successful businesses. Few of these flow in the mainstream
 of the foreign society, and some create a small island for themselves and survive. However, most
ofd!emdm-nofd)ercwmrymdreyetmudmrtalemoould not be absorbed in their own
* country. Many of these are doctors, engineers, attorneys, economists, accountants, finance
~_managers and developers. Almost all are nostalgic about Pakistan and given an equal or near equal
‘environment of work and they may prefer their country of birth to work, for its development and
fortlmrownﬁllﬁl:l\em.
pne contest and a 100 percent turnout of voters happened. Impossible. Let us face it: most

Mumﬂlwrmp of persons that is, in fact, Iatgef in number. These people are hardworking .elected are representative of a minority and in many cases, they owe their success to
& ndividuals who generally hold lower or middle positions or work as labour force. Almost all of ' ong-arm tactics. In my opinion, the restriction on the Diaspora to participate in politics and
~dhese people send remittances to their parent country and hope to return one day. The foreign et election is neither justified nor fair. In fact, it could be harmful.

~wsrrency they send is the backbone of Pakistan's economy. Every year $ 13 billion is a large A

mount. Without these remittances, the economy of Pakistan will face even more hardship. We
‘adly accept their money. If they come back to the country and invest here, then they are also

¥ if they feel that they can contribute in the management of national affairs and contest elections,

- r= eyebrows are raised. Suddenly, their ‘loyalty’ becomes suspect. What about all those who do
st ake dual nationalities but still keep their assets in other countries? Are the millionaires who
== zaken Pakistan’s money out and kept it out more patriotic? The Diaspora works and sends it

l{‘lope does exist though. In a recent press report, Mr Zardari and Altaf Hussain have agreed
pport equal rights for the Diaspora. These two leaders have the track record of getting things

olitical differences apart, one would wish them success in making the appropriate change
 constitution.

%
~alt
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November 02, 2012

Terms of ‘surrender’ to Taliban

Leaked out in a major English Daily are the terms offered to the Taliban for the so-called
ot 3

The information does not seem to have been carried by any other newspaper. The dateline was
Oct.12, from Washington, reported by the Editor Himself! Since then the information seems to
have been hushed. | want to share with readers what nppeared in that paper as ‘The Blue Print of
a package deal with Taliban.

Here it is: Quote:

“Without disclosing the names and contents, | can write the points of the package which looks like
a huge big cake with cream all over it, which may cost Islamabad some billions for a few ycars
but in return the peace that may come will bring back many more billions elsewhere in the
economy, investment, industry, trade and other areas which have fallen on the sidelines because
of the law and order situation.

These offers include;
I- A completely cost-free supply of electricity and gas in all Fata areas.
2- Supply of petrol and food items at highly subsidized and reduced prices.

3- A total tax free and duty-free status to all Fata areas for setting up any industry for at least |0
years. This should include an incentive package for Pakistani entrepreneurs to build suitable
industries in Fata.

4- Like many Arab countries, a local partner must be given free 15 to 20 percent shares in these

industries and in retumn he should ensure a secure and workable environment for the industny
10 run,

5- Mandatory employment of locals with a minimum wage of Rs20,000 on at least 50 percent
Jjobs thus created. If locals are not available, outsiders may be given these jobs.

= VIEWS, INTERVIEWS AND PICTORIAL 23

6- Free education for Fata children within Fata and in universities inside Pakistan, to be paid by
~ the Government of Pakistan.

'7,._,,, Free setting up of quality hospitals in these areas where local doctors should run the affairs

ﬁ?}'All youth, over the age of 18, boys and girls, should be given an unemployment allowance

~ of at least Rs15, 000 a month until they find a job, within Fata or in Pakistan or abroad.

9. “Generous no-interest loans be provided to locals for business, transport and economic
& activities in their areas including duty free import of buses and vans registered in Fata,

10- Al Fata residents, with valid 1D cards, must get 30 to 50 percent discount in airlines, railways

{‘J,. and other government transport systems. These subsidies should be picked up by the

:,-"‘ govcmment.

| 1- At least 2,000 Fata residents should be sent on free Haj and Umra visits every year at no cost.

|2. ‘All Fata agencies should be re-structured into smaller units where local leaders should be
~ declared as Nazims, mayors, ameers or whatever name they like, and local affairs should be

‘m allowed to be handled by them under Shariah or local tribal laws, customs and traditions

through Jirgas and Ulema councils.

Rebles |
- 13- The militants in these areas, with their arms should be regularized as law enforcement forces

SR

of their respective areas. They should be given proper training and assistance by Pakistan,
where and when needed.

>

_There are some other concessions and points in the package as well. This package comes to several

~ billion rupees every year but it is a long-term investment in the future of Fata and Pakistan.

~ What the Taliban should give in return is an assurance that violence and fighting will stop

- everywhere, an environment of peace will be created for all this to be achieved, Pakistan’s
~ territorial sovereignty will be accepted and Fata people will continue to use the Pakistani passport

_as their travel document.” Un- Quote.

| have reproduced this *offer’ for the benefit of the readers who can form their own opinions.

If these offers are true then some very critical questions arise. For example:

Is this a reward:

(a) For raising arms against the State?

(b) For creating terrorism with the support of the enemies of Pakistan and killing peaceful

~ citizens? And,

(¢) Are we sending a message to the people of all underdeveloped areas of Pakistan to follow suit
and rebel against the state to achieve development targets?

Baluchistan is already prepared to follow suit. So may be Punjabi Taliban!

Offers 1,2, 9, 10 are completely unacceptable and unfair to nation and 13 is potentially very
dangerous. Other offers need rationalization.
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Agreed, Waziristan needs development, but it is needed, evenly, in all areas of Pakistan. If the
offer is made to Wmmm.ﬂmﬂaebopematthem will be ultimate peace to compensate
the ‘investment cost’ is far from reality. The example will be followed by other ‘Have-Nots',
including Punjabi Taliban, as a successful blackmail tool. Terror will continue. All that the rebels
need are guns, which will be supplied by Pakistan's enemies easily. If this continues then what
else is a civil war? What will be the future of Pakistan?

Don’t the peaceful citizens and those who subject themselves to the Constitution of the country
deserve these facilities before Taliban do? Particularly the healthcare and quality education! The
Taliban should in fact pay a price for the reign of'tenorthey unleashed. Only those Taliban and
the residents of Waziristan deserve some facilities that convince the nation of being law abiding.

(Y 7.
Why only the bom-again ex-terrorist are rewarded? If they do not prove their loyalty beyond doubt,
then State should apply full force and clear the country of its enemies.

The Chief of army Staff should make sure that the reward is only available to those who are
 peaceful, and who respect and adhere to the Constitution of Pakistan. Otherwise the Chief will risk
~ being remembered as a major player in this ‘Surrender’. With the history of excellent achievements
for the defense of Pakistan our Armed Forces cannot, and should not, let the country set an example
for others to organize rebellions and black mail for concessions.
7
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lg‘]‘l:l’na, melody from ‘Wilderness’.
i
o v
Réhma s voice had that amazing quality as if it was emerging from a wilderness. Her voice
engulfed the listener and surrounded it in.a melody. She was born in 1947 at Bekaner, Rajasthan
in the same village as Mehdi Hassan. She migrated with her family to Pakistan. In time this girl
 from gypsy singers attained such fame that she was invited to India. Late Prime Minister of India
Mrs. Indira Gandhi offered her citizenship and promlsod to name the major road to her village as
%‘R«hma Road’. She politely, in her humorous but rustic manner, thanked and refused by
saying 1 was a piece of ‘taat’ (coarse rough cloth for cleaning), Pakistan made me Reshma, (made

of silk). I belong to my Pakisfan”.

_myn

mppen to be a witness to her early days. Luckily, I was at a place which was the focus of all
cultural and artistic development after independence. It was then known as Pakistan Arts Council
WM’ Now the name has been changed to ‘Lahore Arts Council Alhamra’. It is still at
K jume place ie 68, The Mall Lahore only the word ‘Pakistan’ has been replaced by ‘Lahore’!
kistan Arts Council was the first organization for the revival of arts after independence. The
jer organization to follow was, similar in name, in Dacea except the word ‘Alhamra’. ‘Alhamra’
inaugurated by the Governor General of Pakistan, Khwaja Nazimuddin on 10" of
cember]949. The occasion was an exhibition of the works of A.R. Chughtai. The distinguished
er members including Justice S.A Rehman, Syed Imtiaz Ai Taj, Mumtaz Daulatana, Zafarul
, Faiz Ahmed Faiz and others were present. ‘Alhamra’ later-grew to become a place, where
tists, from performing arts and visual arts, visited almost every day. They sat under the tall
2 or on the benches in the subsidized canteen. They sipped tea and talked for hours. This was
mbience of collective exchange of thoughts and a creative process whiich enriched the minds
spurred the movement of cultural revival of a new nation, and groomed those who became big

and were later respected as ‘legends’.

al years later when | assumed the responsibility of the organization, after the retirement of
. Faiz Ahmed Faiz, a dedicated young researcher Mr. Qayum decided to carry out research on
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i ;&c
the traditional puppets and puppeteers of Pakistan exten izational ! '
Mostly the traditional clm‘:‘ﬁun md, ll\l:.shaih:: 2 orgnmztilrlls s'_ngS:’nPf)?n ~ carsand according to her, she couldn’t even drive a bicycle! She was loving, charming and simple.
i ol g R g ~ She had no pretences. She generated a trail of rustic voices in female singers in India and Pakistan.

Wsmm particularly when the famous puppet *Gohar Jan® began her dance
in the court of the Moghul King. It was the usual routine and the puppeteers had a ‘Banjara’ singing
- girl accompanying them. In the early sixties of the last century some music lovers noticed that the
playback singer to ‘Gohar Jan' had a good, noticeable voice.

ot

mhma will not go ‘unsung’. Reshma will be remembered for a long time.

Some years later, still in 60s of the last century, the late Salim Gillani the Station Director at Radio
Mimnltaeph\adamnﬁcmwihmenmeAmmn.lmnanbcritwas in the lawp
which now is tumed into the canteen area of the new building. The guests came and started
~occupying their seats. Salim Gilani was busy rehearsing with a very simple looking girl in a room
upstairs in the old building. It was a new singer he was trying to coach for public singing. A little
later the concert started. Salim Gilani stood in the wings to indicate, with his pointing fingers the
proper point in music and rhythm, for the singer to start. Overall result was amazing. The audience
was spell bound with the quality of the singer’s voice.

This was the fist concert of the great ‘Reshma’ to be!

A new voice of amazing distinction was to join the list of great singers like Farida Khanum, Nur
Jehan, lqldpmndﬁeredm Reshma had a distinct and different quality. In time she
mastered the lessons initiated by Salim Gilani. She turned from a gypsy singer to a Prima Dona!

Reshma rose in popularity. Her vice was melodious, it had a rare quality of clarity and strength
Her melody engulfed and seemed to resound in the air and in the fields. This came natural to her
because she had grown up singing in the open in the ‘Banjara’ style. No other singer at that time
lndmen ﬁu-dubaﬁmngtomdan

mmnmwpww be with. She joked, told stories and she was simplicity
incamated. She did not put-up false pretences, she took pride in her humble beginning and treated
the memory as her strength rather than embarrassment. She made fun of her own self when being
treated as a VIP in local and foreign tours. She was loved, respected and almost adored by persons
like Nur Jehan and her contemporaries. Reshma did not have an iota of pride or audacity. She had
the greatest of God’s gift; m So she lived, and so she departed. May God rest her soul

-Mms g G50 e :
e
nirers d ﬁld'tomowilewiﬂlﬂie loss. In her stylc she was unique. In her
r act p ,,,-_1; ed ldlluhld.Gen(th)Syed Pervez Musharraf was the President

h ime lﬁwnwmmofm He extended all the facilities,

i the National Council of Arts, Islamabad, She was at her best, she hummed. She
, she joked, narrated funny experience of her foreign tours where women drove
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Peace talks and Hypocrisy

This time it was real and not a rumour. g,

Hakeemullah Mehsud was struck by a drone and died.
d to be noted.

is in fact history. The aftermath of his death revealed many realities that nee

On the death of Mehsud, more noise was made by some politicians than the killer drone did wj;
its missile or even by the clan of terrorists making protests. The worthy Interior Minister has bee;
in the lead and was closely followed, almost neck and neck, by Mr Imran Khan. Mr Inieri,
Minister seemed to be trying to prove that he was ‘more loyal than the king’, i.¢. Nawaz Shar

and Mr Khan is hellbent upon confirming his image as a Taliban apologist.

The Interior Minister was so ypset that he was willing to place (in the public eye) the US-pg
relationship on the line. The Prime Minister acted with more grace and did not show his reactio
Surprisingly, he did not lose his cool. Was the Interior Minister trying to upstage the Prip,
Minister? It could be. They have been saying it often that ‘anything is possible in politics’ (this s
certainly true of the Pakistani brand of politics). The Interior Minister’s greatest admirer
surprisingly, was found in Mr Khan, who wholeheartedly praised the former’s speech in
National Assembly. However, reports indicated that the National Assembly members were ‘ng
amused’ by Mr Khan’s rhetoric of stopping NATO supplies. More recently, Mr Khan has not bees
taking up the subject of NATO supplies, as he must have realised the impact of ground realities
Perhaps the most revealing factor is the growing lack of credibility of Mr Khan and his leadershi;

- One needs to think about Mehsud. Who was he? What did he stand for? Do the so-called ‘pea

talks with the Taliban® actually suffer from his being eliminated? Mehsud was against any
negotiated settlement and the real stumbling block in the way of anyone who desired peace
*Peace’ was counterproductive for him and his sponsors. His sources of funding would dry up N
one would spend 2 penny on him if he was trying to strengthen the Pakistani nation. His supply of

arms would stop. The share from drug smuggling and gun running would stop. His status a5
i iy chastening the terror outfit under the Islamist garb a

think and may even help them learn the true Qurant
' supporters and financers. The whole gam
s would fail. Therefore, no response v

A
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forthcoming to the offer generated by the All Parties Conference (APC). The government either
did not understand, or it wanted to show to the mainland political associates of the Taliban that it
was trying. The two political parties, the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz and Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaaf had contested elections on certain factors, one being on the negotiations for peace with
the Taliban. It suited the Taliban and their supporting political parties like the Jamaat-e-Islami, the
Jamiat-i-Ulema-e-Islam as well. The alliance of the Taliban and the main political parties in
Pakistan was suitable to the real sponsors of terrorism during the election campaign. It provided
time for further preparations and to develop new strategies. But the government had to take steps
to deliver ‘peace’ to the nation after the election victory. The whole drama of the APC was played

and the Taliban invited for talks.

Promptly, the offer of talks was ridiculed by the Taliban. They called it non-serious and
meaningless. Then they added injury to the insult by attacking in Swat and killing a major general
and a colonel in an ambush.

The likes of Chaudhry Nisar, the interior minister, must have wondered where to hide their
embarrassed faces.
Next, a lesson was to be taught to Imran Khan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government, and the most
dastardly attack on the church was conducted, Killing hundreds of innocent men, women and
children.

I am inclined to think that these attacks were made by special back-up units planted within the
Taliban by the sponsors of terror. They wanted to ensure the failure of the ‘peace’ talks. All Taliban
groups could not be privy to the real agenda of the sponsors of terror. Thus the ‘special units’ acted

to ensure the agenda of ‘sponsors’.
The government quietly offered the “terms of peace’, which were more like terms of surrender, as
[ have written in an earlier article. But nothing made any difference. Even the ‘surrender’ was not
enough! The APC parties were stunned and quiet.
HakeemullahMehsud wanted to have nothing to do with the negotiations. But Mehsud was also
on the hit list of the US, in addition to that of the Pakistan army. He was a sworn enemy of Pakistan

and its armed forces. He had attacked the army establishment, including the GHQ. He had escaped
attacks on him. But the day had come. A US drone spotted him and HakeemullahMehsud was no

more.

This was suddenly seen as a face saving opportunity by the Interior Minister and the APC parties.
They could shift the blame for the failure of the talks to the US drone attack. Hence, they made as

much noise as they could.

All hypocrisy and cover up.

The nation must understand that there cannot be any negotiated peace, as it does not help the
purpose of the terrorists. The only option for the Pakistani nation is to unite and support the armed
forces as one united country, one nation, to eliminate insurgency and the terrorists. Then remove
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'iﬁ near ‘Slmlu Pahan on the road Ieading to the Governor’s house, in 1937. It
cation where broadcasting stars were born before independence and after
t the historical inauguration on Dec.16, 1937 the ‘days artists’ were Ustad Barkat
ayat Bai Dheruwali and Gohar Sultan, Talker was Sir Sheikh Abdul Qadir and the
vas A Hameed The Lahore station was on its way to giveto the subeontinent most

byoadcastmg cam¢ to lndian sub-continent i in Muc‘u 9{; when The Indian
npany. (IBC), a private Company was formed. On 2}" , 1927 1BC started a
w;; and made the beginning of organized bmdcastlng in th gub-Comment Itwas
ahore radio station in 1928, Bombay anq Lahore wqm tm time the hub of
ts. Lahore had the additional advantage of being a city of l% ellect and education, so
erit, this pioneering ¢ role. In March 1935 Govemme \n created the Office
Broadeasting under the pepanment of lndustﬂea abour. !n August of same
elden assumed charge of first Controller o@B sting ¢ and in 1936 Delhi
gpened M. A.S Bokhari Station Dlrecto; Delhi m Deputy Controller of
uly, 1936. Mr A.S. Bokhari was a close fnqnd, college fellow of Syed Imtiaz
quemmem College. They were both knowg vriters ar d &S Bokhari used the

pedps o\« i i 1 'lum' i hii .
6 the nainc of i State Broadcastmg Serviwﬂmichlnged to *AIR” or *All

- m s
e ' 'té'umwd i gk

entre of artistic movements pamcularly the performing arts. Around Lahore lived-
Om Parkash, Uma Kayshap (later filmstar *Kamini Kaushal)’, Balraj Sahini, Dev
had Begum, Surinder Kaur,MalikaPukhraj, Poet Hafiz Jnllandhri who all had a stint
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with Lahore Radio at some time or the other. Commercial film had started in Lahore. There v,
several studios churning out films. Even the first international film of silent era, “The loves o,
Moghal Prince’ based on Syed Imtiaz Ali Taj's ‘Anarkali’ had been released was made in Laho,
with the partnership of UFA company of Germany. Unfortunately, the film is untraceable thoUgh
its posters and credits are seen on internet. It shows Imtiaz Ali Taj in it as an actor also, along w;y,
Mr. Rafi Peer and ‘Patras’.

The live theatre movement was still alive and the period of Agha Hashar and others was not y,
entirely over. But with the decline of traditional theatre companies the talent looked at film any
radio as their future sponsors. The situation was ripe in Lahore and almost all distinguished ang
talented writers and performers, particularly Musicians and actors, started to get associated wity,
‘Radio’. Radio had a large reach; it could be heard anywhere and everywhere. If the performer o,
the production was good every household would recognize it. Stars from radio began to emerge
The popularity of the ‘Radio” grew. To own a ‘Radio Set’ was a matter of prestige. The popularl,
called ‘Radio Set’ was placed at a place of prominence in the house and listening to radio was ,
daily routine. It gave news, music, drama, talks, features and a lot more. The Lahore Radio had 5
 pick of writers, directors, actors and directors employed with it. The great advantage of the
presence of this distinguished group was fully availed by the participants. For actors the perfection
in diction was ensured. A team of experts checked the pronunciations. They were helped ip
understanding the plays and the character they played. Since every emotion was 1O be
communicated through voice only, the actors had to take up the challenge and learn to use, modify
or completely change their voice persona for the character. Sultan Khosat the veteran actor was
known to have played normal male characters as well as the child *Ulteypultey’ and many times
as an old woman. Mohni Das (later Mohini Hameed) was versatility at its best. She was an actress
who could hold your attention by her vocal expression for every minute she was on air. She sang
for children as ‘Apa Shamim® and compeered programs for children. The tradition of storytelling
to children was later upheld by Iffat Sultana. During the turbulent times of August 1947 Syed
Imtiaz Ali Taj rose to the occasion and Lahore Radio played a great role of social service. He
started the program “Pakistan HamaraHae™. It was meant to communicate with the migrating
multitude. He volunteered to link the program with field service of recovering abducted women
~ and joined the teams to do so. Through this program he appealed for donations of the articles
* desperately needed by refugees. The success of the appeals was such that materials were over
supplied. The leader of the caliber of Gandhi himself congratulated Mr. Taj on this service through
*Radio’ and wished Taj was an Indian! Mr. Taj later continued his social message in his talks
*Panchminut ka liyae’ a series of 5 minute message. .

1 was associated with Radio in Lahore much later, in mid-fifties, and | found it a great leamning
experience. | was lucky to be in the setup of those who still upheld the old traditions. At that time
Mr. Mehmood Nizami was the director. There was RaziTirmazi, Izhar Kazmi, Ch. Bashir, Shad
A mritsari, Raja Faroog Ali Khan, Aminur Rehman, BazleHaqg Mehmood and a host of others
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: also very knowledgeable announcers/comperes like Akhlaqg Ahmed Dehlvi who
wded to listeners letters and Mustafa Ali Hamadani who made the first announcement at the
of creation of Pakistan and Mohyuddin. On top of it there were some distinguished
from ‘outside’ like Syed Imtiaz Ali Taj, Rafi Peerzada, Zia Mohyuddln, Ishfaq Ahmed
cal “Talqeen Shah’) for drama productions. All of these people provided me with a learning
nity and enabled me to broadcast from most of Pakistan’s Radio Stations.

alamat ali”Khan, Amanat Ali/Fateh Ali Khan, Igbal Bano, Farida Khanam, Umrao Zia
m. Instrumentalists Sharif Khan * Poonchwalcy , HyderBuksh, Shaukat Hussain, Sain Marna,
‘Khan, Siraj AhmedQureshi, and Kaley Kha, and the actors like Sheikh Igbal, Mohammad
in, Haseeb Malik, Mrs Haseeb Malik, SabiraSultana,Khurshid Begum, S.M. Saleem, are only
: W names amongst a galaxy. Ofcourse not forgetting singer Reshman who was entirely the
_'“' |seovery of Mr. Salim Gilani at Lahore from amongst the gypsy singers.

call an incident about Sain Marna. He was a ‘Saeen’ completely lost in his own world but no
‘could match his recitals of ‘1K-Tara’, the single stringed instrument. At one occasion he was
565ked as an ‘Artist of the Day’ for a particular day of the month. He was to appear in several
‘chunks throughout that day. Saeen Marna came to the gate of the ‘Radio Pakistan” on that day,
and took a paan from the vender at the gate as usual. The vender congratulated him for being the
amStOf the day’ as an honor. *Saen’ was pleased and happy at the honor, but he disappeared and
Lthg producers couldn’t find him anywhere near about! The radio producers had to make emergency
rnate arrangements; the Director Mehmood Nizami was also very upset. Three days later Saen
3 a made his appearance wearing a very decorauve fancy ‘kurta’(shirt) and ready to perform!
N)wm gave him a bit of his mind for having disappeared. Saen Marna did not understand the
aJmlmstratlve hassle he had caused and the subsequent attitude of the Director. He said to the
§i or ‘I don’t like this. I went to have a special kurta made for your program and still you are
;mgyl? Now I am not going to play for you, I will sit outside the studio and play in the lawns for
grass hoppers and not for you!” Mr. Nizami realized that Sacen Marna has his own world and it
d”l not relate to the realities of administration. But Saeeri Marna was one and only of his caliber.
.§9.;Ml'- izami rushed to the englneers, faid special cables and sent microphone to the location in
the lawns where Marna was playing for ‘grass hoppers’ completely absorbed in his creativity!

F l-,le may not have even realized if he was bemg broadcast! But Nizami had grown beyond personal

vanity and provided the experience to the listeners. Such was the relationship between the team of
administrators and creators. {

lf;nter in 60s Yasmin Tahir introduced the Western Music in association with Mr. Kroders. Yasmin
also compeered ‘FaujiBhaiyon Ka Program’and the first ‘call in’ audience participation program,
52202, It was introduced by Mr. Salim Gillani and assigned to Yasmin. Yasmin introduced the
new FM 101 programming for Radio, and compeered it, and finally, the daily “Sat Rang’, during

Scanned with

i & CamScanner’;


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

INTERVIEWS anw P11 UKIAL 5

nique program of about one hg,,
er as a friend.

Y ti Bhaiyon Ka liya’ with Mirza Sulta,,
[ }?epnsenﬁng the rustic tiller of the lands. Also
of Shaukat Thanvi.

by it for its audience. There is hardly any great nam,
t know a gratitude to the *Radio” for its support.

from the Fazle Hussain building changed with a move ¢,

1 made some recordings for the archives with the cooperation ¢
ddin Butt. The great Sufi Tabassum, A.Hameed, Intizar Hussam

gues like Akram Butt, Islam Shah, Raza Kazmi, Yasmin Tah“.

jor Mi Rm Kazmi that the outlook is optimistic. It is an expressmn of pride, ang
jﬁ'ﬁqhve decnded 1o celebrate the anniversary of Radio in Lahorc l congratulate

betm all of them. These are such assets which cannot be claimed by any other
n. It is the *Radio’ which provided the stream of creative individuals to Pakistan TV ang
ned it for a long time. At the time in late 60s when | became the first Pakistani Principa]
tan Television Institute | found that most of the inductees had a background of radio
casting. It was true at all stations including Dacca where I conducted courses on sports
verage for TV. 1 ofien wonder why the Pakistan Broadcasting Service did not start a TV network
its own as the BBC did. It is still not 100 late. Radio can support a TV net work better than man,
~an upstarts in the field. It also needs to discover new avenues like cyber space and electronic social
- media.
There is no doubt Lahore ‘Radio’ is the ‘“MOTHER’ of the electronic media in Pakistan and n
deserves the respect and support that is due to a *‘mother’.

e
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6,815 dead so far

m‘ 3

WA b3

ljﬁVmg from Walnut Creek to San Francisco on freeway 680 I could not help noticing hundreds

o cross&s in white on the slope of a hill near Lafayette train station. | was curious and wanted to
W w more. The Lafayette Hillside Memorial is a collection of crosses, accompamed by a large

s| Lafaycne, California. The crosses are intended to serve as a memorial for US soldiers killed

in thelraq war, with the sign containing a running total of the death count. Prominently displayed

\’né the figure 6,815 in December 2013. The disabled and injured are not included in this count.

jfthe number of dead American soldiers in other conflicts like Afghanistan, Yemen and other

pi% like Libya, Lebanon, Syria, etc are added, the toll coyld be staggcnng

m’ f dear ones leaves scars on the emotions, whether you are American or non-American. The
@l@d and injured continue to suffer for long. What happens to the dear ones after the departed
sou"‘i"f? mdeed painful and tragic. If those dead who fought the American soldiers or died in
cro ossfi re or friendly fire or in collateral damage are all added up, the figure may run into several
t ,sand As an example, the aftermath of American actions in Afghanistan and its fallout in
nglsmn has left over 40,000 dead. These 40,000 also had families and loved ones. Equally tragic
. e fractures in the fabric of society of these countries, which are unending. The byproduct:
sui'cldc bombings, the promotion of Salafism and extremists, Islamist emergence and so on. These

(mg;g developments continue to take their toll in fracturing settled societies.

Thebinll overlooking State Route 24 in Contra Costa County is owned by 81-year-old Louise Clark,
wn'fiow of Johnson Clark, a local developer and World War I1 veteran. Clark and Jeffrey Heaton,
a long-running anti-war protestor, erected the monument in late 2006. It stands there inviting
people to wonder if war is the only solution to human security! It questions the decision taken as
a consequence of the 9/1 1 tragedy. The death toll of 9/11 was far less than the deaths caused in the
name of securing American lives! Was it one of the worst decisions taken by politicians in the

history of governance?
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of Defence Rumsfeld, a true p, e,
Islamic world. The US folioweq ;"
ve war. Although depicting Saddam } ’Uss:'
viewed Iraq as an opportunity. By des"°.h,‘r

Id signal to other recalcitrants the fate awamng

e Sam. On ground it meant you hit the other guy firg, “'
ral times harder than he hit you; not just an ‘eye for an eyve
vith a Kick in the groin thrown in for gOf’d measure.

s 10 send a message: screw with us and this Will happer, -
convey when he ordered the invasion ©f 1d in 20¢,,
landed the US ina fix. The US occupation of Ind trige e,
e Middle East. The insurgency in Iraq along with its Algha,

t a government of Democrats in USA would not have been carrie,
caused on 9/11. What could have been the underlying factors that forced ¢y,
‘supporters to do what they did? Many analysts believe that it provideq
ire to establish US hegemony over the world, particularly in the areas rich wiy
id to have strategic advantages. George Bush made it worse by calling the retaliar; o,
reminded the people that the war had a religious hang up to it. The US is a larg,
‘could have found alternate ways of protecting its people. The huge costs borne by ¢,
_ have been diverted to internal development and improving the 1ot of US citizen,
ld have become a model of welfare and peace. Since the decision taken to enter wars, mo,,
a decade has passed and the drain on US resources has very adversely affected its econom y
:&fall.ﬂr US has lost its goodwill in many parts of the world and created enemies fora long
Even the good work done by the US in other countries is not earning the goodwill it shoy
Pakistan is an example.

~ Pakistan has perhaps suffered no less than any other country. Pakistan’s problems started wi
Dictator Ziaul Haq’s decision to enter the war in Afghanistan in support of the US policy. Tha
was a critical time. What course would history have taken if Pakistan had not involved itself i
that war? Very likely the Soviets would have gone back. In any case the emergence of
fundamentalism and the Taliban may not have occurred and Pakistan could have continued as ,
progressive and enlightened nation. After 9/11 Pakistan was left with hardly any choice.

History records the worst decisions as well as the best decisions by the people at the highest ley

of governance. Such decisions determine the course of history. At the dawn of another New Yeg

Jet us all take a reflective pause and learn from history. There is no better teacher for the people i

governance. | pray that the leaders in Pakistan as well as the world over would realise the mor
. responsibility to try and make the world a better1lace for those livilng in it.
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HO.'W long is the ‘Musharraf bashing saga’ to continue? There must be a limit to irrational hatred
and self-serving accusations. Where is this aggression against the former president and army chief
coming from? There are the following primary groups: military haters, extreme rightists who
include terrorists, Taliban, al Qaeda and similar groups, people with personal vendettas and those
who ju{mp onto the ‘hate bandwagon’ and enjoy ‘negativity’.

= HEs
! m@hﬁmship of civilians with the ‘uniform’ is ambivalent. One factor is the symbolism of
 discipline. Most of the civilians in Pakistan are individualistic and do not care about discipline.

Their behaviour in traffic is the most obvious example. Uniform also symbolises *authority’. In
"'Z?c"ue;"of the armed forces, the authority is strong and beyond the control of the civilians. The
f:%(}]m do not like that. Recall the great demand for the removal of the ‘uniform’ championed by

‘Maulana Fazlur Rehman!

‘Matters were worsened by the dictatorial rule of Ziaul Haq. He destroyed the whole fibre of a freé
‘ sbt}l'd}’ with lashes, death penalties and the cruel judgments of the martial law courts. These coyrts
~ were also rampantly corrupt to make matters worse. Lashes were ordered and, in the side raoms,
‘bargains were made. for a price to reduce the number of lashes. Worst of all the treatment nteted

ut to Phuno made his supporters particularly adverse to the military in general. '
%u‘(the abbve has some validity but analysis is required. The lack of discipline in civilians is a
 regrettable thing and only shows how irresponsible we are as a nation. We do not observe
Q@i;cipline as a ‘proiest’ or perhaps feel great only when violating the law! Show offish and heavy-

~ handed behaviour is what landlords, politicians, the rich and powerful like to display. This is not

~ something we can take pride in. On the other hand, a military man takes an oath to lay down his

~ life in defence of the nation and the country. He/she protects the honour of civilians and is ready
~and vigilant at all times. Such civiiianstwho ¢rguder the duty of the military men to be just
- because they are paid for it, commit an almost biasphemy in my opinion. There is one life an
_ individual has and it is too precious for any money. A shaheed (martyr) lays down his life only by

the command of his heart and love for the nation and country. Civilians need to remember the
services of the army men in every catastrophe, let it be war, floods, earthquakes or epidemics. It
is the armed forces that respond and succeed, not the civilians. I can go on, but I do want to stress
the fact that, for the health of a nation, it is important that full acknowledgment and respect be
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afforded to the men in uniform. Our attitudes must change if we have to build Pakistan as a natiop
Exceptions should not be made the rule. All army officers are not Ziaul Haq. Civilians are ng
angels; they fully collaborate with wrong doings when any army man is involved.

behaviour of the so-called civilians, particularly the opinion makers, the
lawmakers and some lawyers, has been such that one’s bead hangs in shame. When some people
in the nation show short-term memory and anger against their benefactor then one is reminded of
the saying by Hazrat Ali (RA) “When you extend help and kindness (ehsaan) to someone they
beware of his evil (shur)™. Musharraf saved this country from total economic disaster, from ,
potential caliphate, from rampant destruction of all kinds of discipline, including legal disciplines
and raised Pakistan to the status of *next 11" economically progressive nations. He fought agains;
terrorists at the risk of his own life, brought respect to the green passport holder throughout the
world and finally kept the currency strong enough at Rs 68 to the dollar. He raised the level of

i ) to have all major universities in the world set up campuses in Pakistan, paid

attention .oo-ﬁd:mlnnl heritage and brought in foreign investments.

The angry lot against him forgets all this. All the good is forgotten and imaginary evil is
remembered. People in Pakistan need to realise that leaders are a rare breed. There are very few
who can put the country onto the road to progress. Musharraf did.

The next group that hates Musharraf is composed of the extreme rightists, terrorists, Taliban, 3)

and similar groups. At no cost would they have Musharraf. They know that their whole
game will fail if Musharraf is allowed to control the destiny of the nation. This group is wel)
organised, almost exactly on the pattern of *Hindutva® in India. Hindutva in India has a strong
presence in civil bureaucracy, very strong presence in the media, effective presence in the armeg
forces, educational institutions and almost complete control over the moneyed classes, and the city
of Bombay. Of course, their strongest are terror wings like Abhinav Bharat, Jagran Manch, Jap

Sangh, Shiv Sena and many other, large and well organised terror wings.
If one looks carefully. the Hindutva equivalent, the ‘Islamists’ in Pakistan, have the same pattern

In the present context, the

" Hindutva wants a total Brahmin Raj. Islamists want ‘Salafi shariat’. Please take out time to look

closely at what is happening to Pakistan. Musharraf is the rock the enemies want to destroy. 1 quote
a very relevant portion of Humayun Gohar’s recent article: “Pakistan is on fire. Terrorists have the
run of the country while our rulers are mannequins in show windows to create the illusion that we
have govemments while terrorists run the store. Is Pakistan in terminal decline?” The opposition

. to Mushamraf is no mystery. Musharraf stands to support progressive thought, economic

~ development, the well-being of the people and the country, and he stands for Islam, not *Islamists’

-

¥

(To be continued
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It always pays to take stock of situations and to look at one’s own hangups. One can move more
gracefully to one’s ideal image and goals in this way. This is true of nations also. Nations achieve
greatness by critically looking at themselves and carving out new goals. China is a living example.
The larger interests and national causes must take precedence over personal vendettas and
priorities. In the case of Musharraf, some people hold intense personal grudges and hatred.
Primarily, the present prime minister and the former chief justice can be said to be in that category.
There could be a host of others. If someone works hard to reconstruct, some flowers may get
trampled. Musharraf tried to build the country and may have stepped on some toes but humans
have been endowed by God with the ability to rise above themselves. The main people with
personal vendettas are the sympathisers of the two individuals already mentioned. They are joined
by others who had personal axes to grind or those who like to be identified as anti-army stalwarts.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, with the strength of largely Punjab-based support, may have
matured to be farsighted and may have gotten over personal insecurities. He will need to grow
even taller and get over the hurt that his period of confinement and exile caused him. Nawaz was
“dethroned’ while he was close to possible *Caliphate’. He was misled at that time by overzealous
self-serving supporters; such supporters even attacked the Supreme Court but he has shown some

‘maturity now, and one can expect major strides from him. However, as a politician, he would want
“to make sure that Musharraf is no more a threat to his power. I have no suggestion of a way to do

this. Perhaps his rise to maturity and greater leadership quality may win over Musharraf.

As far as | know, Musharraf will help anyone who sincerely works in the interest of Pakistan and
its people. He has the experience, vision and ability to determine the right course. If Nawaz Sharif
has the same in mind then the only impediment in the way is ‘personal vendetta’. Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif is being wrongly advised to proceed with a ‘treason’ case, which has little validity.
It has no credibility because it does not fulfil constitutional requirements. It aims to isolate
Musharraf and let the abettors go free. Times change and if Nawaz continues the vendetta, a day
may come when he will be tried in court and the same yardsticks will be applied to him. They may
even be applied on the members of the trial court and the ex-chief justice. Many jurists, including
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(Concluded)
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ory i. a continuous process of record making, but there are landmarks to remember.
,..], show character in unusual circumstances and show what metal are they made of! In
of Martin Luther King, Jr. “The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in
of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and

momem appeared in Pakistan’s history on 31" March 2014. This was the date when Pervez
arraf, the former President of Pakistan and also the Former chief of Army Staff was asked
rt to appear in person in the case instituted by the Nawaz Government against him for
on of the constitution of Pakistan. It is not appropriate for me to comment on the validity
case because | expect the court to decide that. I do not appreciate the peoplc, pamcularly
ians, and their cronies in the media, to keep on commenting while the case is in the court.
ments tantamount to influence the judges one way or the other.

March Pervez Musharraf was in the hospital under treatment. His doctors did not permit
the risk of appearing in the court. His legal team also advised against it so strongly that
sed to appear. It was a test for Pervez Musharraf. He as an individual took the decision to
in the court. He did so at the risk of his life. He appeared in the court, because of his respect

Jaw, for the Constitution of Pakistan and belief in his innocence. His action is a landmark
e history of Pakistan. It is especially so because a dictator had, in late 70s, Gen. Zia, openly
titution is a small bunch of papers which can be torn to “pieces’. In total contrast Pervez
‘bowed before the constitution and law and set an example. Nation can take pride in this
shed person and in itself for having such a man of courage and integrity. In his short
ent he denied the charges and also made it clear that he is not a ‘Ghaddar’, he has been true
oath and risked his life several times in the defense of Pakistan. March 31st will also go
in history as a day of landmarks because the bench of Judges in the court also rose to the
on and clearly showed their resolve to uphold justice. It seemed, after a long time, that
sstice may appear to be done’. The judges reciprocated and confirmed that the case is not of
' i’ even the prosecutor endorsed this, and the Bench removed all restrictions on the
ent of Syed Pervez Musharraf, and allowed him to travel inside or outside the country at
ill ashis constitutional right. The Bench also exempted him from appearing in the court.
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isharraf had assisted the Nawaz to visit his ailing child in Londg,,
_They were issued passports on priority basis and contrary to th

z Musharraf and the Saudi guarantors, Sharif brothers ey

nd stated above, it was generally believed that Mr. Nawaz Sharif, the Prip,
Il rise to the occasion. That he will read the signals of the court and
issue immediate orders for the lifting of the ECL and let Musharraf take 1y,
take. Thereafter the Prime Minister could proceed to pay attention and atierq
of extreme national importance. '
10 be. A letter from a section officer of the Interior Ministry sent a brief letter ¢
ove Syed Pervez Musharraf’s name from ECL without giving any CO“Vincin&

o

usal reflected on the strength of character of the man currently occupying the position of

(here can be explanations that Prime Minister's political party did not agree! It is also known thy

two most influential members, Mr. Shehbaz Sharif and Mr. Ishag Dar were in favour o
pving the restriction of ECL. Mr. Nawaz Sharif seems to have succumbed to those who coujg
rise above their personal grudges, like KH. Saad Rafig, and Kh. Asif. It was an opportunity
ow character, to let justice take its course, and to rise above the ordinary. Quoting Plato. 73,
n of a man is what he does with power.

- Where would Nawaz place himself?
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Eif".ifban Trap

AT
““Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall; Humpty Dumpty had a great fall... *

‘{&]‘)'fdluu\c leader ship of Ch. Nisar Ali Khan, the negotiating team and the Pakistan Government
have met the fate of ‘Humpty Dumpty’. This is not the first time that ‘politicians’ have tried
snegotiations’ for peace. This is also not the first time that these ‘Humpty Dumpty’ types have had
a fall. Butthis time ‘Al the kings men and the horses’ may not be able to put Humpty back together
f,m because ‘kings horses’ are reluctant and content to only ‘observe’.

%ﬁns that the so-called wise politicians fail to understand the strategy of the terrorist outfits.
They have fallen into the trap not once but several times. But wise men like our interior Minister
stay convinced that they know better! Before the month of cease fire was over, media man, Raza
" Roomi was attacked, Billawal was threatened, Airports came under threat and above all Mazar
'Qaid and Igbal, symbols of Pakistan, are also threatened. This is as far as the fate of cease fire
goes. The recent meeting between the two sides is a gross failure, Terrorists refused to release
Taseer or Gilani and gave a fake list of their prisoners to the Government as homework. Maulana

- Samiulhaq and Ch. Nisar may put up cosmetic touches of hope, but the failure is obvious.
_,;sﬁla;ﬂ)e wisdom of the politicians is not working, may be a common sense perception will help.

The Taliban/Terrorist consortium is headed by Mullah Fazlullah, who lives in*the safe haven of
Kunar. Kunar is the province of Afghanistan where the whole operation against Pakistan was

_ planned under the expert advice of the top echelons of Al-Quaida in 2004. Kunar provides a safe,
un-noticeable, entry into the Pakistan's Swat state area. Readers may recall how deeply the
terrorists entrenched themselves in the Peochar mountains of Swat. They had several kilometer

~ long caves in which they stored ammunition, set up a hospital, and a guerilla plus suicide training
- set up before these were noticed. Mullah Fazlullah is a strategist; he organized a donkey mounted
mobile_transmitter system for communication among his terror groups, controlled the mosques,
and ordered ruthless attacks on schools. Lal Masjid strategy worked and all those released were
recruited by him. He trapped the politicians into negotiations in Swat. Politicians ran begging for
peace. But as soon as he had re-organized, Mullah Fazlullah threw out the Political negotiators
and started the bloody onslaught in Swat valley. It was the Pakistan Army who had to be called
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institution respectable or not. The members of the Parliament at this time are ‘milking’ the nation
while the members of the Armed Forces are giving their blood to the nation!”

So far there is no sign of remorse or any admonishment from the Prime Minister. The anti-army
sentiment is not new. Politicians take every opportunity to discredit them and sometime provide
lip service in their favour. Same is happening now. There are a couple of statements by other
ministers meant to be only anesthetics to relieve the pain caused to the soldiers. But the pain is
there and the cause is the hatred nursed by the politicians because the armed Forces are the only
institution which can take them to task in the line of their Constitutional duty and stop them from
destroying the country. If the present government really respects the sacrifices and professional
ability shown by the armed Forces then nothing short of action against the violation of constitution
by some members of its political party would be satisfactory. If Gen. Raheel Sharif had not taken
cognizance of his men’s sentiments, he would have failed in his duty and loyalty to the troops. He,
in fact, reflected the sentiments of majority of civilians as well. An opinion poll on a major TV
network showed that 86% of the public felt that Armed Forces were unduly criticized.

Some politicos cry horse praising the virtue of Democracy. I wonder what the true democracy in
their minds is. I am sure it is not the kind of democracy that we‘are experiencing. This is the result
of massive rigging. The whispers are no more whispers. Imran Khan is talking about it. MQM is
talking about it, Ch. Shujaat is clear about it, and so on. Yes Democracy should be respectable
democracy if it reflects the true wishes of the people. The strength of democracy comes from the
support of the votes of the people, not from paid agents who fill up the boxes, and not from ethnic
terrorists who make people vote under oppression. I do not agree that even the worst form of
democracy is good. It is 2 self-serving statement of those who would perpetuate the worst form.

It is a situation of emergency being faced by the nation at this moment. Politicos have failed to
understand the strategies of the insurgent terrorists. Terrorists used the month of March and are
now planning a takeover of Islamabad. They are now more organized. They failed at Lal Masjid
and now must have improved their plan. The government has been informed of this dcvclopmgm
by its own sources and newspapers have made the public aware of it. If the insurgents and terrorists
are ready to attack and take over the capital of the country then is it not an emergency? If this is
not considered an emergency then the government is only waiting for surrender by consent. May

be Sharmila Farooqui’s question asking “Is Ch. Nisar Pakistan’s Interior Minister or the Advisor
of Taliban?" is correct. Or may be a similar question needs to be asked about the whole government

set up.

Finally, the question is what the call of duty is in this situation for the Armed Forces under the
Constitution of Pakistan? Would they have a slumber or is it a wakeup call for action?
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Armed forces-- Support for the Constitution

On May 1, 2014, Daily Times published a banner headline on its front page that said. ‘Surrender

or get ready for operation, army tells rebels’. The army chief in this statement spoke for all who

hold this country dear and respect the state and its constitution. I must admit that General Raheel

Sharif has successfully rebuilt the image of the armed forces as loyal, dedicated and honourable.

If some previous examples of being browbeaten by aggressive politicians or subjugation due to
temptations were continued, the men in uniform would have been reduced to little more than
shoeshine boys. General Rahegl Sharif’s statement says enough but means even more. It clearly
reminds pro-Taliban terror groups of the no-nonsense attitude of the Pakistan army. This is
significant enough support for the constitution and the state. It also supports democratic principles
enshrined in the constitution. It is a warning to those sleeper cells of the terrorists who have found
their way into the National Asseml?ly, the civilian government, the media and elsewhere.

Recent months have painted a clear picture for how a social and media psychological war has been
conducted by the ‘Goebbels’ of the terrorist set up. True Islamic values haye been substituted by
the aggressive ‘Islamists’. They have promoted neo-Islam theories and concepts to create
sectarianism and to justify terror acts. Unfortunately, our politicians, including the current set up,
do not understand the role of the armed forces in our country. They repeat, like parrots, that all the
ills of today are because of some years of military-dominated rule in Pakistan. They condemn the
‘uniform’ and they condemn even the civil services. It is true that Yahya Khan’s ambition and
incompetence resulted in a great loss but let us not fool ourselves by ignoring the reality that he
was working on the ‘advice’ of some very, very, important politicians whose ambitions were
served by severing a part of Pakistan. After Ziaul Haq, the country was thrown onto the road
towards doom. Zia used religion and sectarian conflict to the hilt and destroyed the integrity of the
country by entering a war that he should have stayed away from. However, here again, several
familiar politicians were seen Kissing Zia’s hands, leaving no stone unturned in praise of his
policies. The majority of upstart civilian politicians, particularly those who were spoonfed by the
two worst military tyrants, run hoarse praising their part and running down only the military men.
The worst of them do so indiscriminately. They forget that General Musharraf pulled the country
out from near bankruptcy. He returned the International Monetary Fund’s (IMF’s) loans and
showed us the road to self-dependence. He even enabled the country to give financial aid to some
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Central Asian Republics with Muslim majorities. He provided the masses with work opportunitiess,

as well as a measure of dignity to overseas Pakistanis.

If our rulers with military background were not angels then the civilian rulers were no angels
either. Let it not be forgotten that the judiciary validated every military takeover. Maturity
demands a dispassionate analysis and not outright condemnation, Worst of all is the propaganda
against the total institution of the defenders of the country. The majority of the people of this
country holds the ammed forces in high esteem and respect their resolve and sacrifices. Th; dignity
of this institution must be upheld and this is one of the messages of General Raheel Shar if.

A message is also there for the media. Media men and women should not get carried away with
scandalous material. They have a social responsibility that should not be sacrificed in the name of
freedom of expression. Freedom must equate to the extent of responsibility exhibited. The measure
of freedom relates to the measure of responsibility. If freedom is used for corruption, blackmail,
distortion and sensationalism then it must be taken notice of. Some of our media persons have
consistently indulged in these activities. Some have even been consistent spokespersons of
terrorists. Is that in any way ‘responsible’? I do not believe that such media persons are unable to
distinguish between the teachings of the Almighty and the version of Islam hailed by the terrorists!
I am sure they know better and their support for terrorists is for other reasons. Such men and
women mislead the people who trust the media and should be answerable for the misuse of their

freedom.

General Raheel Sharif has actually supported democracy and has shown the way for a responsible
democracy to eam institutional support. But do we have a true democracy? What kind of
democracy do we have, when it is ridden with allegations of mass riggings in elections, where the
names of some members of the election commission and the head of an interim government are in
the headlines for their alleged involvement in massive rigging and where the judiciary ducks the
question of investigation? National experts, technocrats, men of learning and overseas Pakistanis
g0 unrepresented here. The fawer and upper houses of parliament are filled by a large number of
persons accused of holding false educational degrees, among other crimes! There is no educational
requirement for being a *lawmaker’ while a peon cannot be recruited without basic education!
What kind of “democratic’ Assembly has emerged in this situation? :
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Media Mess—(I)

Media, particularly electronic media, has a lot of dirty linen to wash in public. This was inevitable
because freedom without responsibility is the road to disaster. A group that moves fastest may take
over others for a short triumph but it also moves fastest to the end i.e. disaster.

| wrote about the media issues before (DT. May 152010, July 9,2011, Jan19,2013, March 2,2013,
Aug. 31,2013). Most of these articles had specific pointers to help media decision makers to think
and revise their course of action. What should I say ‘deaf ears’ or ‘summun Bukmun..."? Little
heed was paid. The road to disaster continued to be followed. One major disaster has arrived now,
more will come. Some serious thinking and policy decisions need to be made by all concerned

stake holders, NOW.

Freedom of expression? No one denies that this is basic human right. But do any ‘rights’ come
without corresponding responsibility? Certainly NOT. The whole issue must be thoroughly
understood that no freedom should be available without corresponding sense of responsibility. In
case of the TV channels all are guilty of irresponsibility. It starts from the government of the time
and includes PEMRA, Channel owners, editorial managers (if any), anchor persons, political
parties, individual participants and the advertisers.

PTYV, the standard bearer for a.long time, started to lose its hold because the governments misused

it for their benefit only. Gradually the hunger of the concemed beneficiaries increased and they

enjoyed the attention obtained from TV coverage. As they wanted more and more the menace of
favoritism entered and merit got ignored. The PTV administrators’ survived and progressed on
*Khushamad’ and the institution started going south. The other killer was the Government’s black
out of opposition or other points of view. If a window was available to express their differences
from the government, then the responsibility to public would have been fulfilled. This was not to
be. Once the patrons, in this case the government functionaries themselves, indulged in the moral
corruption of favoritism then all doors to various kinds of corruptions opened, and there was no
stopping of the destruction of the institution and the demise of PTV authority and respect.
Promotions, demotions, appointments were all to become disappointments for the competent,

Foi 5 :
for other channels was felt for the so called ‘freedom’ of expression on demand of

llectual journalists and was supported by opportunity seekers in commercial ventures. The
sure increased and the government’s regulatory authority was allowed to issue TV licenses to
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other interested bidders. Till the time the new licensees were limited to business professionals
there was a possibility for PEMRA to monitor the activities. However the earlier new channels
were dependent on the vast archives and experience of the PTV professionals. Some questionable
deals for an access to the vast PTV archives took place. The matter did not stop here. Pressure
from cross media giants finally succeeded in making the government succumb. Large groups of
Newspaper owners got the licenses. Thereafter the government’s will to control weakened and the
government issued wholesale licenses and contented itself with the fees eamed by the Pemra in
granting licenses. This was a critical mistake. It backfired in two ways. First it gave a huge power
of communication and control over public opinion and consequently the power of blackmail.
Second it started an unhealthy competition to attract advertising revenues and the TV channels cut
each other’s throat in getting advertisements. This situation transferred a lot of power to the
advertising companies who had little understanding of aesthetics and social responsibility of a
communication medium. The mistake of over licensing was not the first one by government
functionaries. One example stands out when there was over licensing for agro-based industries. In
late 90's so many licenses were issued that the agro based industries collapsed, unethical practices
found their way “and many went bankrupt. Licensing by the government must be assessed on the
basis of the size of the market, resources and the market. Otherwise the cut throat competition
gives rise to unhealthy practices, and corruption, in a bid for survival.

The TV channels also behaved like industries and the ills crept in. The main source being the
advertising revenues. TV channels sacrificed the ethics and morals for survival. The creative, socially
relevant, messages in the dramatic content reduced and the popularity and ‘ratings’ called the shots. As
responsible owners of the powerful TV medium the owners needed to educate the viewer and watch
the content of the productions. This editorial role almost disappeared. The dramas reduced to family
squabbles. Then the cheap imported programs started to flood. This adversely affected the local
producers. The channels went to the extent of disrupting good local content half way and releasing
imported content as replacements. Imported contents are mostly cheap because such programs had
recovered their expense and made profit elsewhere. For foreign producers such releases in Pakistan
were 2 bonus. In the terms of business, Pakistani commercial channels became the ‘dumpmg ground
In the absence of anti-dumping laws, which are applicable in other countries, Pakistan’s viewers got a
mix of programs which violated their national threshold of ethics and even morality. The glamour
became the main attraction. The socially relevant content became irrelevant. PTV which took pride in
its plays and was respected throughout the world for its quality drama in preference to Indian film, lost
#ts hold.

T he next casualties were the programs for discussions. The content of socially beneficial discussions
wavith educative quality was replaced by political discussions. The commercial interests of the owners
=s well some anchors reduced the political discussions to political bickering. The bickering became fun
> watch for the ordinary viewer and the ‘ratings’ went high. So more and more of this poison were
F sspensed. Some of the channel owners, and compere/anchors, found a large opportunity for blackmail,
zwvoritism and political clout. They felt the power to pressurize a sitting govenment or destroy a
wolitician or govemment functionary.

(Continued)
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Media Mess —(II)

It became a hay day for unethical functionaries of television channels. Very likely, large amounts
of money exchanged hands. It became a free for all. Television power could do anything. It could
intimidate the civil machinery, politicians, businessmen and all such groups. Money could be
extracted in every way. Plots were allotted to many. Sometimes such plots were under individual
names, but it is said that one media tsar had acres of prime land allotted in the names of his
employed journalists and took it back from them to build a crazy palace. This tsar intended to
engage robots to pick up the towel in his one kanal bathroom and bring it to his bathtub! There
were others who took full advantage of their media power, particularly those with cross media
ownerships. The trend encouraged those who did not have the complete range of the cross media
to develop their media power, and those who did not have newspapers took declarations to start
papers. Again, here the fatal fault was the government’s incompetence to foresee the power and to
understand that such power would have corrupting influence. Most of the media entered a mad
race. One group became the leader of sensationalism and wielding its power for financial
advantages, others willingly or unwillingly followed to compete and get their share of the booty.
Few held their graces and seemed to take backbencher position.

With a huge rush of so-called ‘current affairs programmes’, the standards of neutrality by
comperes evaporated and each compere promoted some ‘agenda’ for suspect reasons. Sometimes
subtle but at other times naked support to even terror groups was provided on one pretext or other.
Pro-terrorist actions were appreciated, and those who acted in their favour were given the gift of
maximum media coverage. In a recent period of time, when some courts were identified as
publicity hungry, some media functionaries took full advantage in encouraging and publicising
court decisions that fit their agenda and pocket. A free for all continued without consideration as
to what happens to the country and its populace. '

Gradually, sensitive viewers started to notice the tilt. They recognised the trends of different
anchors/comperes and gave them a license for having a ‘point of view’ or playing ‘devil’s
advocates’. However, soon the viewers started to suspect these intentions and grew to realise that
a certain agenda was consciously and persistently being pursued by some leading media houses.
The media group ‘currently in the spotlight seemed to be the leader. Some favourite ‘agendas’
included: running down the current civil government or supporting it selectively, supporting Indian
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products and policies, running down Musharraf and his era, supporting imported cultural softwar,
and ignoring home products, and promoting all negative news in the state to create disgust ang
unrest in the viewers. This is only an incomplete list and newer ‘items’ were added as and whep

required. -

A regrettable tactic employed was to encourage the political representatives of different parties to
come on live television, shout and even resort to vulgarity in their physical expression. This, in
the eyes of the hosts increased the intensity of the programme, provided interesting ‘heat in
arguments” and consequently higher ratings, and of course the financial benefit by increased
advertisements in the programme. It happened quite often that these programmes had longer
bmks for advertisements and lesser time for the actual programme. One single ad was repeated
in the same programme and in the same ‘break’ to complete the total for billing to the advertiser.
The over.advertising was not limited to current affairs programmes, it extended to entertainment
as well. Popularity at any cost seemed to be the goal because it brought in revenues. In the process,
little attention was paid to the important role of the media to carry out its social responsibility of
providing wholesome content to the viewer.

Attracted by the low cost of second-hand imported programmes, the channels gave a ‘landa bazaar’

(flea market) of programming 10 its viewers. The limits prescribed by the Pakistan Electronic

Media Regulatory Authority’s (PEMRA’s) rules were openly violated and the so-called

‘autonomous” PEMRA preferred silence or tumed its face to something else. Why? The question
needs an answer. PEMRA, the main control authority, is dominated by nominees of the
government! Could these nominees be in league? Could they be corrupt? Or incompetent? Or were
they being forced to toe a policy line? Answers to all these questions must be sought.

As of now, the mess has reached its highest point. The media group under the spotlight felt so high
and mighty that, after browbeating all and sundry, they moved forward to try their tactics on the
armed forces. The media organisation’s game could have been well calculated. They sensed a gap
between the civil government and the anmed forces so they used it. They felt a definite difference
of approach towards the terror groups. While the Nawaz Sharif government and its allies favoured
negotiations with the Taliban and its terror groups, the armed forces wanted preconditions
attached, like the terror groups’ acceptance of Pakistan’s constitution, its democratic values and
commitment to Islam, not Islamism.

The terrorists consider the armed forces an enemy while Pakistanis hold the armed forces in very

high esteem. There was uproar in the public over what went down with the media group. The other

channels, which were already suffering because of the media group’s policies and dominance got

together in condemnation. The ministry of defence objected and several political parties masses
took exception. Then an entertainment show belonging to the television channel of the same media
group made the thoughtless mistake of matching a religious gawali with an actress’s marriage. The
public in general, and cable operators in particular, were annoyed. Religious segments were
infuriated and the matter went to the courts.

(To be continued)
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Media Mess - 111

While the media mess is now squarely in the courts, the government support to Geo and the

reservations of the ministry of defence are backed by the public. The shortcomings of the Pakistan

Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA) are being exposed. It is important that we put
our heads together and try to find a common sense system of checks and balances. The major actor
in the whole affair should have been PEMRA, which is at this time divided. The division is clearly

between government-nominated board members and the private members. The private members
recommended the closure of Geo, Geo Tez and Geo Entertainment while the government members
were absent from the meeting that took this decision. The government members who are all civil
servants and government nominees will act according to the wishes of the top boss. Prime Minister
(PM) Nawaz Sharif has said that he will not let Geo close. The PM probably knows that this is not
a very popular move with supporters of the army, yet he is still taking this stand. Can PEMRA
play a role? Probably not, because the government has failed to appoint a chairman so it is

headless.

In these circumstances the media regulatory work was obviously not being done. So some
channels, in fact most of them, violated the PEMRA code blatantly and got away with it. No notice
was taken if public sensibilities and sensitivities were violated. Advertisements as a source of
revenue were chased. Viewers’ patience was tested by long and repeated ‘breaks’. Sometimes it
seemed as we are just seeing commercial adverts with short ‘breaks’ for the actual programmes!
Viewers were forced to move to BBC and other foreign channels to avoid the hammering by
commercials. Obviously Geo got the most mileage. Finally enough was enough and the armed
forces/ministry of defence filed a complaint. In the future corrective measures must be taken. The
laws pertaining to PEMRA must be revised in the light of recent experiences. But more important
is regular and effective vigilance over the TV channels. PEMRA should not be reduced to
collecting fees and favours. All TV channels must strictly follow an agreed editorial policy. The
editorial policy must be in conformity with PEMRA laws and PEMRA should monitor them on a
daily basis. PEMRA needs to be equipped to do so. Each channel should provide the recording
facilities for their day’s programmes and pay a monthly monitoring fee. A PEMRA supervisory
panel should check on a daily basis that the editorial policy is followed. If violations occur, a
warning and appropriate fine should be imposed immediately. PEMRA also needs to grow out of
just government and political composition. It must engage an effective number of intellectuals,
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scholars, researchers and specialists to provide intellectual and technical input. Revenues ang
revenue sources definitely need declaration. The owners, employees and associates must be unde,
the radar to check signs of sudden riches. This is extremely important to control illegitimate
funding. The annual balance sheets must be scrutinised. Any channel that does not pay taxes
promptly must be closed down without exception. If they show losses, government audits shoulq
take place and if the losses are for more than three years, the channel: should wind up and the
investors should look for some other business. TV channels should stand alone as companies and
not be taken as loss-making propositions, absorbing profits from other ventures of the sponsors
This is the case in many situations as the-owners transfer the advantage of the media setup to other
businesses and escape paying taxes.

It is also important that a policy be devised as to who can qualify to be an anchorperson.

Newcomers may or may not be good. The integrity of the anchor is extremely important. No

anchor should use the media facility to directly or indirectly promote his personal agenda. This is

not and should not be his role. The prime responsibility of the media owner and media functionary

is to the public. Information mediums must play the role of responsible information, education,
entertainment and general awareness for viewers. They need to help viewers to grow in
understanding life and its responsible ways. They need to promote tolerance, hard work,
responsible behaviour, decencies, courtesies, good humour, awareness of international
communities, and religious understanding including Haqooq Allah (rights of God) and
Hagooqullbad (rights of man). This is only an indicative list. A complete sense of social
responsibility must be displayed in a pleasant way and not in boring sermons. Such is the demand
of skills from media persons. They must work as leaders in building the character of individuals
and of a respectable nation. Unfortunately there has been more hooliganism than sharing of
knowledge. Anchors are mostly unprepared and rely on asking “How do you look at it?”” This is a
favourite escape cliché of most of the unprepared interviewers.

A review must also be made of the size of the market. Advertisements being the sole revenue
source, it should be assessed as to how many TV channels can be sustained by this source. All
channels that are not sustainable by these revenues will look for shady alternatives and that must
be blocked. The rating system needs to be expanded and parameters redefined. Healthy content
should be factored into decision-making and advertisers should be educated accordingly. Finally,
PTV and the Broadcasting Corporation must take a lead role and get out of their defeatist role.
They have traditions, accumulated skills, systems and archives of extreme national significance.
Governments should stop using these as only government organs. In reality these organisations
Jive on taxpayer money and should work for popularity in the public in a responsible and decent

way.
(Concluded)
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Democratic Revolution is required (1)

More than ever before this question is echoing everywhere: Where is the country going? It
has gone down so much that now there is no more time to lose.

This question is on the mind of all, may it be young, old, male or female. Everyone is
concerned, deeply concerned and in fact worried, very worried. All individuals in the nation
want an acceptable quality of life. Neither living below poVerty level nor living in luxury is
acceptable. A minimum decent life, good governance, justice and security is desired. Over
last sixty years this goal has not been achieved. Quality of life for most citizens has gone
from bad to worst. Even simple existence and staying alive, is now at stake. ‘Democracy”
and dictatorships have failed. Dictatorship is unpredictable, therefore more hope had been
pinned on ‘democracy’, which has failed. The failure is not of the concept of democracy, but
of the polluted brand of democracy that Pakistan imported from Britain and tried to plant in
Pakistan. It did not flourish. Its roots are totally moth eaten now. British and Pakistanis are
different people, with different traditions, heritage and governance requirements. British are
a combination of Monarchy, Lordships and Commoners. Pakistanis are commoners with no
need for Lords or Monarchs. Unfortunately many of our ‘elected’ representatives have
dreams of being Monarchs or Lords. This is not the pattern of democracy suitable for this

country.
A highly respectable friend has been kind enough to share some researched material about

recent elections. I quote:

In 2008 PPP got their 124 seats to become the largest party by getting just 13% of the eligible vote
bank of 85 million voters. PMLNs mandate of 91 seats came from a DISMAL 8.3 % of the Eligible
votes. And PMLQ, got their 54 seats through 10% percent of the eligible votes. Yes, they got more
votes than PML (N). So the three largest parties got approx. 80% SEATS through 30% of the
ELIGIBLE VOTE. 70% PERCENT PEOPLE REJECTED THEM either through non participation
(60%) or voting for others (10%). So really any party which can “game” and “buy” the system
through “rural electable” pre poll rigging, every dirty trick, including partnering with their worst
enemies (Qatil League and PPP, MQM and ANP etc) gets into power.

The 2012 election was no different. PMLN officially got a mere 17% of the registered vote to brag
about their heavy mandate of 126 seats from the 272 up for grabs. This notwithstanding the now
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widely accepted fact that massive rigging got them a minimum of 30 to a maximum 0f 60 se,
So even if one were to accept these official ECP numbers, even then a WHOPPING 83% perce,
registered voters of Pakistan have rejected the PMLN either by voting against them or not Voting
Look at some of the other parties. PPP takes 8% of the registered vote for 33 seats, Imran Khap ¢
PT19 % of the registered vote (more than PPP) for their 28 seats. But wait look at this. MQM g
3% of the registered vote for 19 seats and Maulana Diesel Rehman with 1.7% of the registerey
vote swings in 11 seats and enough to blackmail everybody.

So all a party needs is about between 13% to 17% of the registered Vote; however which way they
can, rig, cheat, bribe, and then rule with impunity for 5 years.

Our E.lecton] process and system has to change otherwise we will continue to get the “rotten” eggs
back in power who do not have the intent, the passion and even more importantly the skills,
capability and capacity to deliver results. It has been estimated that the National Assembly seats

rotate amongst 1246 people.

So it is clear that we will continue to be held hostage by dynastic politics and see sights of Bilawa
hailed as the future “peoples™ leader. Or a Hamza raising his finger like a Mussolini, as if taunting
this spineless nation for their absolute sheep like acceptance of their exploitation. Or a Mariam
Nawaz, pretty and charming as she is, nurtured as the next heir apparent and silently but viciously
vying with Hamza for the Sharif legacy.” Unquote.

The most important fact in this quote is that the current ‘democratic’ rule is the rule of a smal|
minority and does not reflect the majority of the people. 1 did point out the irrelevance of our
democratic systems before. (Thinking of Democracy, Daily Times, Dec. 10, Dec 17, 2010) Now
the issue has hit the nation in such a strong way that if the ‘silent majority’ continues to be silent
then it can only be interpreted as a “silence of death’ or collusion. A ’change’ has to come if the
nation and the country needs to survive. If worked out with clarity of mind, sincerity, and
determination and supported by mass action by all segments of power, then it can be peacefully
achieved. If the situation is allowed to deteriorate further then it can go out of hand. Watch the
signs of lawlessness and increase in crime. Attack on Karachi airport is a recent example. If this
situation is allowed to persist then there will be total chaos, collapse of law and order, anarchy,
turf fights and bloodletting etc. The Justice system, a pillar of democracy, has unfortunately failed
to deliver. Most of the members of the assemblies are ineffective. The loyal armed forces are
luckily intact.

I repeat there is no time left to wait. Commonsense must prevail and the ‘democracy’ must be
made to reflect the will of at least the majority of the people. Relevant decision making must be
available at the door through local governments, Justice system must be quick and fair and welfare

of people be held supreme.

We must, therefore work for a *democratic revolution’ for salvation of the country. Following are
some thoughts for achieving this goal as prompted by commonsense. Men of greater wisdom can,
of course, make improvements.

(continued)
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Democratic revolution is required (2)

To develop a better democratic system, we need to learn from the examples of other countries and
from some bloodless successful revolutions. Even now a process of revolutionary changes is

continuing in Thailand.

Our basic problem starts with the ‘constituency’ politics. The constituencies can be controlled by
influentials through dubious ways, and with a minority support thus obtained, ‘successful candidate’
pockets a share of national power. The power to make decisions in truly national interest must only remain
with those who have at least a 51% backing of the national electorate. Even such individuals with 51%
or more, in other countries, seek fresh mandates by referendums on critical issues. In Switzerland even
the design of a national highway went<hrough a referendum. This was essential because public money
was to be spent on it. The Head of the government, must be the leader who has had at least 51% vote and
therefore the confidence of the real majority from all constituents. He should make larger democratic

consultations when necessary.

For the purpose of bringing democracy at the doorsteps the most significant system is that of Local
Governments. It is presently done away in self interest because the MNAs and MPAs want to
control the funds and the power to perpetuate themselves. Otherwise this system actually meets
the needs of the people and is the basis of a true democracy. It must be revived forthwith.

The Province as administrative divisions on the basis of inheritance from the British Raj is open
to questions. With population touching 180 Million, the division of the Provinces needs immediate
revision: It should be seriously considered that all 27 traditional divisions be treated as ‘provinces’
and the Fata, Pata, etc should also integrate and be treated as ‘Provinces’ of one country. There
should be no’ B’ areas where the writ of the government is inapplicable. All Pakistan must be one
country abiding by its Constitution and Rule of Law. All ldw enforcing agencies including the
Armed forces, Police, Rangers, levies etc. should ensure the internal security and defense against
external or internal aggression. Since the law enforcing agencies and Defense establishment, have
a major responsibility therefore these must be adequately represented in the major decision
makings on the national as well as provincial levels. Particularly in matters related to the security

issues.
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The role of religion has been misinterpreted, exploited and turned into a source of division insteay
of unity. This needs to be reviewed and the power of religion used to make the nation inclusive o ¢
all and not exclusive. The Quaid’s speech on the 11* August 1947 to the Constituent Assembly of
Pakistan i ideli

istan should provide all guidelines. (concluded)

The participation of women needs 1o be effectively ensured.

national effort. All stake holders in Pakistan must show the will, determination and practical effort
and even offer sacrifice to salvage the country.

A constitutienal way is 10 be determined for membership of the assembly on the basis of
proportional representation for general members. However effective participation of Womey,
Experts in different fields, and the Diaspora must be ensured by fixing quotas. The Nationg)
Assembly makes laws and must be composed of persons with experience, scholarship as well a5
representatives of the people. Therefore these must be people of distinction. The political parties
nominating such individuals in each category must extend full support and advice to their
nominees.

These are major conceptual changes that must be done to ensure good governance and the welfare
of the people. In brief it means 1. Direct election of the head of the state at a minimum 51%,
- electoral vote obtained. 2. Local body elections. 3. Proportional representation in the Nationa|
Assembly on the basis of votes obtained. 4. New Provinces on the basis of all Divisions, Fata, Pata
and other areas. Will of the government needs to be applicable, with no B areas. 5. Assemblies
consisting of women, public representatives, specialists and qualified members of diasporas.

How to achieve all this? Nothing can be achieved without the help of God Almighty and since the

intent of all this action is to improve the lot of his beings, ‘HIS’ blessings can be expected.

However, no blessings can be expected unless the humans make every effort in all honesty.
Therefore, if the ‘commonsense change’ through ‘democratic revolution’ is to successfully
happen, then all of us, literally ‘ALL OF US’ have to fully contribute. This is most relevant and
essential for the institutions like Judiciary, Establishment, Political Parties and Nationalistic
Religious Groups and, very important’, the civil society.

This “Revolution™ should NOT be aimed at any revenge, any personal vendetta against a group,
or even any particular individual. It must maintain its focus to implement its objectives for the
betterment of people and the country. The state of affairs has deteriorated to such an extent tha
there is no time to lose. ‘Silence’ by the majority at this time is a crime. All have to contribute
their time, energy, funds and influence. If everyone makes a determined and honest effort then
salvation of the nation and the country can take place with the blessings of God Almighty.

A thought provoking article ‘Electoral And Governance Reform In Pakistan’ by S. Haider Raza
Mehdi (www.changeskills.com) has been in circulation. He has clearly and with some intensity
expressed his thoughts for the urgent need for change. I quoted him partly earlier. His closing
remarks are: “So I don’t know what Imran Khan and Qadrisaheb and others have up their
sleeves. But one thing is for sure that if change has to come then they must create a Tahrir Square
like situation and we hope it will lead to a better Pakistan.”

| wonder if any one party can achieve such a result. I do not know if it needs a ‘Tehrir square’ or
D Chowk. What I pray is that the ‘Change’ should be bloodless. What it does need is a collective
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June 30, 2014
Bloodbath in Model Town and after..

It was a state of shock that kept me from writing on this ghastly tragedy before now. June 17,2014
will go down as the blackest, bloodiest day, in Pakistan’s history. Everyone who had access to the
TV must have seen the police firing and the killing of civilians in a most ruthless, direct fire, by
Punjab police. So far 16 lives, including 2 women and one unborn, have been extinguished and
about 85 are injured. It was all in broad day light, in front of all TV cameras, fully recorded with
no way to hide. The Minhajul Quran establishment was riddled with bullet marks, the mosque
inside had bullet mérks, even the bed rooms of Mr. Qadri’s house had bullet marks and shattereq

window panes.

Was this all because the police wanted to remove the regular speed check barriers? No. This
reasoning has no credibility. Obvious reason was to scare Mr. Qadri and those who support his
program of reforms. Most regrettable was the ignorance being shown by ‘Khadim e Ala’. How
can such a ghastly event take place under the nose of the Chief Minister, with his camp office 200
Yyards away in Model Town, and continue for hours without his knowledge? ‘Khadim e Ala’ as he
likes to call himself, has now been branded as “Qatil e Ala’. All the good work that he may have
done in the last six years is now drowned into the drain of blood from his own countrymen, women
and children. Ignorance or involvement, he must resign in either case, and then brought to justice.

The police mafia employed seems to have closely studied the act of Brig. General Dyer in
Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar, and perhaps took inspiration from a more recent killing saga under
the supervision of Narinder Modi in Indian Gujrat. Dyer, in his trial said he would “do it again’ if
necessary due to his loyalty to the Crown! Narinder Modi rode the wave of hatred and escalated
himself to become the Prime Minister of India. Our ‘Monarchs’ have taken inspirations from them.
and of course they have practiced a royal style of governance, and living, for a long time. It is said
that MR. Nawaz Sharif has a personal collection of all Moghal emperors’ photos. I do not know
how far this is true but his style indicates his source of inspirations. Plus, the fact that a large
number of family members have been posted at the key positions in the national and Provincial
Governments in Punjab is also the familiar “royal” style of trusting only the family.

MMS believe in destroying the uprisings. So PML(N) royalty dealt with the Model Town case.
Sasspecting that Qadri’s organization was getting ready to protest against bad governance, the

7-
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«Monarchy’ decided to nip the evil in the bud. But they miscalculated. Even the Zardari’s party,
which used to be a People’s Party or a Bhutto party, had to break its silence. Zardari very aptly
said that Nawaz was elected to be a Prime Minister in a democratic set up and not crowned as a

«Monarch’.

So far PML (N) has completely failed to deal with the popular dissents democratically. They have
frustrated Imran Khan by ignoring recount of 4 NA seats as a sampling to check if there was
rigging and mishandling, nor have they taken any real step for electoral reforms. The neglect has
confirmed public suspicion that PML(N) has something to hide. If their hands were clean, and they
honestly believed in democracy, then they should have set up fully empowered committees to
probe and ensure that no rigging takes place in future. They should have ordered the electronic
voting system for future. None of this was done, so public is convinced of the PML(N)
involvement in the massive rigging. Their so-called mandate is suspect because they got only 16%
of the registered electoral vote. They maneuvered more seats, thanks to the constituency system.
The public dissent and poor government performance strengthened the stand of PTI and Imran
declared a long march to the capital on 14™ August to bring ‘freedom’ to the country. Obviously

the freedom is meant to start after the removal of PML(N) government.

Mr Qadri will soon announce his ‘march of millions’ as ‘Tehrike Ingilab’. The colossal
mishandling of the Model Town affair has hastened the end of the current ‘Monarchy’. It brings
shivers even to recall the brutality on June 17, 2014.This was all done under the supervision of the
Punjab police. The ‘most obedient servants’ of the royalty rushed to crush the possible opposition,
and gave a blood bath to fellow countrymen. Followed by a sham investigation and by not letting
the aggrieved party to even lodge a complaint. The aggrieved are taking to streets in search of
justice.
But this Monarchy cannot last. The day is near for divine justice. People’s rule and true democracy
will prevail. Pakistan Awami Tehrik (PAT) and Imran’s PTI, have similarities of agenda. But
PAT’s followers and the masses also see blood of innocent people on the monarch’s robes. Over
100 families have been shaken because of the Monarchs’ bullets, leaving dead and injured behind.
The millions following Dr.Tahirul Qadri showed remarkable discipline last time and not a leaf was
broken, this time it can be different. The blood has changed the mood. There is a limit to patience
and the slightest provocation can turn the crowds out of control and Mr. Qadri or Imran Khan may
not be able to control. The multitude of people demand the resignation of the PML(N) monarchy,
and an interim set up to ensure justice, make constitutional changes, and hold free and fair
elections. If resistance is ordered and police force is used then all these ‘Kings Men’ will fail to
save the Humpty Dumpty monarch and there will be blood.in the streets.

Before more bloodshed occurs, the only way for a peaceful transaction will be through an
intervention by the Armed Forces.
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August 10, 2014
March, March and March........

Thls is the season of “Marches”. Tehrik e It;sal ’s ‘March of Azadi’, and TahirulQadri’s ‘Mar,c”h of
Ingilab’. There may be other marches. Are these marches bringing “/des of March!” as
Shakespeare said?

The result is likely to be known in this month of August. The ‘Royalty® failed to act democratically
and now it is trying t0 contain the agitations by “Containers™! At the time of writing this article
there are 36 steel containers lined up on the road in front of my house in Model Town. This is in
less than a kilometer between my house and the old estate of Sharifs. The Model Town area is to
be under siege until the 18* of August. These steel containers and some more are meant to block
all roads leading to MiAhajul Quran. There are several hospitals in this area but the patients do not

seem 1o matter.

Ultimately who will march out is unknown. Neither is known as to who may march in. The
government in its “royal’ style had no democratic move to settle issues by negotiations. They opted
for bullets, arrests, and “Containers’! More democratically oriented parties like PPP and MQM ran
hoarse trying to to solve the matter by negotiations but to little effect. It is so late that even if the
negotiations are offered these may be of no avail. It should have been done before the tempers
went high, before blood flowed in the streets. Now all non-agitating political parties will need o
take some sides to stay alive. Mostly these parties are sympathizing with the ‘marchers’. The
Government of Sharif may concede something to Imran but it may turn out ‘too little too late’.
However the government seems to be determined to subdue Qadri and PAT by force. He is the
most dangerous because he talks of ‘people’, common man, musawat and all such things which
are poison for royalties. So far whole sale killing of workers and arrests are going on. Would it
turn into a sort of civil war? A rebellion by the people?

A huge vacuum in power structure is beginning to take place. All law enforcing agencies are tasked
to control the mobs. The logistics are affected because the transports have been ordered not to ply
and take people to Islamabad to protest. Police is engaged in all kinds of oppression strategies.
Business is slowing down with these measures. KPK will be engaged in supporting Azadi March.
Punjab is involved in obstructing Azadi March and suppress Inqgilab March. Main cities like
Karachi have their law and order problems. Rest of the life, health, business, welfare, education,
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(ransport, justice etc. are all moving to a halt. Government is in itself now a party to ‘Pahyya Jam’'.
n this state of governance, the vacuume may become so significant that it will need to be filled.

who will fill the vacuum? Would it be revolutionary mobe? Or would it be a ‘Democratic
Anarchy’ disciplined by leaders of ‘Change’? Or would it be a soft change with the support of
establishment? Or would it be March in by boats?

All these options are open. Some change seems inevitable. How peaceful it would be depends on
the sagacity of the protagonists involved. The defenders on the back foot, the government, have
not shown any sagacity so far, and one wishes they do. They should grow beyond their egos and
the self hypnotic chant of the ‘mandate’. The so called mandate is challenged and it must be
understood. Suppression by the police and bullets aggravate the situation and not improve it. If the
PML(N) is so confident of the ‘mandate’ then why be afraid? Let there be electoral reforms, let
there be constitutional changes, let there be local body elections and return victorious. If PML(N)
wins again without the help of ROs and rigging everyone will be satisfied and the result will give
a shut up call to all dissidents. Such courage is needed to avert crisis. Such courage comes only

from great leaderships.

Unfortunately the present leadership,_in the government has lost all opportunities. They should
have accepted Imran Khian’s demand of audit in 4 constituencies. Now under pressure they are
offering even 8 constituencies. Seems too late. Imran demanded electoral reforms. This demand
should have been accepted without losing minute. Now the PML(N) is setting up committees under
pressure. Local body elections should have been held long time ago, but the greed of holding Local
Body funds prevented it and caused serious violation of the Article 6 of the constitution. This delay
has alienated the masses who have no democratic decision making available at their door. They
should have never, never, taken the oppressive attitude against Dr. TahirulQadri. They should have
realized that if senior Mian Sahib had helped a very young Qadri, then it did not give a license to
the younger Mian Sahibs to expect illegal actions by Qadri on their behalf and to twist religious
fatwas in their favour. Dr. Qadri by his scholarship and effort holds a position of respect, and his
following is all over the world. Diverting his plane, shooting and killing his supporters, blockading
and not even letting him register an FIR is exactly like a landlord treating his ‘muzara’. People in
general sympathise with the underdog and PML(N) has lost the sympathies of the masses.

Here is a commonsense way out. The present government should agree to resign and set up an
Interim Government with the consent and agreement of the protestors. PML(N) as a political party

may negotiate its representation in it. The Interim Government should be given the task to attend

to the demands forthwith and make necessary changes in the electoral system, constitution and so
on and so forth, All irritants, including harassment of Pervez Musharraf should be stopped. The

arrangements should be guaranteed by the establishment, particularly the armed forces.

I hope this voice is heard by the ‘wise men’; the containment by ‘containers’ is abandoned, and
country and the Pakistani nation is put back on a road to progress.
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August 28, 2014

A Long March

the strength ang

What has been happening in Islamabad is unprecedented. Most noticeable is ]
T) and Pakista,

presence of women in this huge effort by the Pakistan Awami Tehreek (PA
Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) to bring a real change in the country. While the outcome of the protests
not yet known, as I write these lines on August 28, there is no doubt that women in Pakistan hay¢
shown their determination and commitment. I have been to the Islamabad protest venues and haye
met their leaders and supporters. There is no doubt that the number of supporters is unprecedenteq.

- When I wrote my articles ‘Democratic revolution is required — I’ (Daily Times, June 20, 2014)
and “Democratic revolution is required — II’ (Daily Times, June 21, 2014), I was not aware thy;
such a mass of people was of the same thinking. It is continuous bad governance, nNepotism ang
favouritism that have brought the masses to the edge.

It is Dr Qadri and Imran Khan who had the ability to activate and move the populace. What D,
TahirulQadri and Khan are proposing is for the benefit of the country. The message is correct evep
if some people have differences with personalities. Let us see the message even if we haye
reservations about the messengers. How can anyone justify the broad daylight massacre of mep
and women in Model Town on June 17, 20142 How can anyone justify the massive rigging

suspected in the previous elections in May 20132 Finally, how can anyone believe that a fair,

impartial inquiry will be held under the authority of those who are the suspected culprits? If the

suspects are innocent then they should not have any fear of investigations. The reluctance to let

impartial investigations take place creates further doubts. Even the first information report (FIR)

ordered for recording by the Lahore High Court was thwarted. Why?

The crowd of protesters included thousands of women in both groups. The PTI protesters give the
impression of being from middle-income groups and the PAT protesters are largely from lower
income groups. However, both have a large number of women, families, men and children who
have braved hardship for over two weeks for a ‘cause’. This may not have been possible if women
had not contributed in such large numbers. This fact has encouraged men as well. It also provided
the media with a convincing and even surprising depth of public support. Government
representatives sneered at the number of protesters but that is not the point. It must be understood
that in no mass protest can everyone in the nation come onto the streets. Each person present in
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the marches represents a large number of the members of society. The government has been in
denial mode and it will not work. One can see the total determination on the faces of women and

men who have obviously burnt their bridges.

No nation can ever progress without the full participation of females in matters of life.
Unfortunately, for a long time and even now, sections of our society have tried to suppress women.
On the other hand, all records show that the rising force in the country is now women. They
perform better in education, they are performing better in professions and have shown greater
honesty and integrity. In Bangladesh, the most successful microfinance bank trusted women in
extending loans to them and the women responded to that trust. | have always believed that the
future of humanity would be better if women shared full responsibility. Men have been
unnecessarily burdened since the time of the pharaohs. The concept of male superiority is
prevalent. Men took upon themselves more than they should have and loved the macho image.
They are now fatigued as a gender and it is good for men to feel that they can share responsibilities.
Personally, | have seen that my mother, who was part of the first batch of medical doctors in the
subcontinent, helped build up a family I can take pride in. She qualified in the second decade of
the 20th century and pioneered education for girls in the family. One can see that in a family where
the mother is educated and working, a better family is raised. Women have almost always shared
the family’s responsibilities in one way or the other; in villages they all share the work in the fields
and at home. They mostly go unacknowledged. But now it is time that the nation, particularly men,
- learn to respect the contribution of women in the progress of the family and the nation. By this
substantial support in a vital national issue of great importance, the women of Pakistan have shown
that they are aware and responsible. They have shown that a decadent system is unacceptable and
that they must join, and even be the leading force for revolutionary change.

The current protest is on two important issues: killings and rigging. In fact, it is for a much larger
cause. It is for better governance and justice, This struggle rejects old fashioned, feudal dominance.
Now the requirement is for an efficient state with social justice and economic progress for all,
governance according to the contract in the constitution. The constitution of a country is not the
12-page book that Ziaul Haq said is “‘a piece of paper”. It is a social contract. Constitutions can be
changed to meet the needs of the nation by due process but the constitution of a country needs
application in full and not in part. The present governinent and several earlier governments have
failed to follow the spirit of the constitution. The present government too is only using it to hide
behind and cover its misdeeds. This will not work. The politicians, the establishment and the public

must understand this ‘revolution’. :
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- Royalty and courtiers—<I)

Itis a popular anecdote that during the French Revolution a huge crowd had assembled gtzg shou
slogans outside the royal palace. The king and queen looked out the window and asked (e 8uarq
“Is this a revolt?” The guard replied, “No sire, it is a revolution!” Almost the sam¢ E;C ure hae
been painted by our ‘royalty’ and “courtiers’ in the joint session of the National A'sser‘l; y and the
Senate of Pakistan. Almost all the speakers have competed in 'defcndingjamhoonat.( elti;lorr acy)
They feel it is a revolt and not a revolution supported by the people. It is amazing ta ;heg
courtiers have failed 1o cealise that democracy is in no danger! Is the demand for free an fair
elections against democracy or does it strengthen democracy? Is the demand to bring the culprit
of the Model Town massacre to justice against democracy? Or would it result 1n Justice ang
confidence in democracy? Is the establishment of smaller administrative units for better attentiop,
10 the people, against democracy or would it strength a democratic system? Is the.de{"a“d to hojg
local body elections under the constitution something against democracy? Will it strengthen
democratic institutions?

Demands by the protesting thousands require discarding corrupt and outdated systems ang
bringing in a contemporary modemn system of govemance. The royalty and the courtiers have
failed to understand and, without exception, have harped on about defending democracy and the
Prime Minister (PM), not realising that they have completely missed the point. In over one week
of deliberations of the joint session, not once have the demands of ingilab (revolution) or insaaf
(justice) been studied in detail. Protesters had to become aggressive, out of control, marching onto
the PM House and the National Assembly, before one demand was conceded, that too because the
courts ordered it and neither the royalty nor the courtiers could stop it. That was how the firgt
information report (FIR) against the suspected killers of Model Town was registered. But that s

not enough.

Similarly, some parties agree that the 2013 elections were rigged. Some of the constituencies
audited so far show thousands of unregistered votes and, in places, almost 60,000 votes more than
the number of registered voters. Would an investigation not strengthen democratic traditions?
These are the major demands that our royalty and courtiers do not even want to look at. They just
shout. stow their loyalty and practice oratory 1o please the ‘monarch’. The monarch sits with a

PE————
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mug smile at the enq of the front row and appreciates the loyalty of his beneficiaries. It is a club
that has members, friends and families. They take turns at governing, call it democracy and get

together 10 defend it.
The people who need the fruits of democracy, equality, justice, civil rights, food and shelter are
out in the cold and sneered upon as if they are from some other country. Some of the courtiers
dvocate a strong hand and ask the monarch to turn them away. They feel these people, by
8,-ogesting, are encroaching upon the holy territory of the feudal and the rich. They talk of saving
the system! Why? Because the present constituency-based system, .ridden with corruption, benefits
them. Why can the system not be improved to give fair fepresentatlon to the masses? Why can the
system not be improved to share decision making wnth.echerts, men of distinction, overseas
pakistanis, women and minorities? It is a shame that the joint session and the members present
have failed to look at realities. The rule of the feudal and the rich is interpreted as democracy. Tax
evaders and bullies compliment themselves by calling each other democrats. The economy is in a
shambles. The middle class, the backbone of the nation, is being pushed into poverty. Basic
facilities like power, healthcare, education and housing are out of reach. Remember the French
Revolution started because the rich and clergy refused to pay taxes and the poor were starving.
The monarchy was rejected. It faced the consequences and, finally, some years later Napoleon

captured power and declared himself emperor.

So far, the armed forces have shown grace and have insisted the politicians solve their issues. The
politicians have to wake up before it is too late. According to a Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI)
leader, no serious discussion on the issues took place in the first 20 days of protests! If the
government was competent and the monarch sensitive to the demands of the people the matter
could have been sorted out four months ago but the monarch and his courtiers sneered, tried to
suppress and Kill, and underestimated the possible consequences. They are still hoping that the
protesters will get tired, feel defeated and go home. The protesters are not showing any signs of
obliging. A time approaches when the masses will lose patience. Even if some go home, they will
neither forgive nor forget because their friends have laid down their lives. Is that what the monarch
and his courtiers want? If it is so then they are making the mistake of a lifetime. The negotiators
must make a bigger effort and not just enjoy the media exposure that they are getting. Issues must
be settled sooner rather than later, before the bushfire becomes a fire in the whole jungle. It is not
a limited revolt; it is a revolution to change the quality of life and bring in better governance.
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n over one week of deliberations of the joint session, not once have the demands of ‘Ingilab’ or
.[nsaf” been studied in details. Protesters had to become aggressive, get out of control, march to
pM house and the National Assembly, before one demand was conceded. Even that because the
courts ordered and neither the ‘Royalty’ nor the Courtiers could stop it. So the FIR against the

ed killers of Model Town was registered.
uspect &

But that is not enough. The suspected Killers, if in power, will never allow fair investigation to
take place. Therefore, they must step aside from power for the period of investigation.-Is this an

September 12, 2014 unfair demand?
“Royalty” and “Courtiers” (II) <imilarly all parties agree that the 2013 elections were massively rigged. Some of the
. : : constitucncies audited so far show thousands of unregistered votes and at places almost 60000
votes more than the registered voters. Again the protesters suspect the PM to be involved along

" with some functionaries and his ‘Courtiers’. Is it unfair to ask them to step aside for the duration

It is said that at the time of French Revolution a huge crowd assembled and shouted ZlfFSide th el tion?
Royal Palace. The King and the Queen looked out of the window and asked the guard “Is th; ORREESIEA 100

revolt?” The guard replied “No Sire, it is a Revolution!” If he concedes then would it not strengthen a democratic tradition?

Almost the same picture is painted by our ‘Royalty’ and the ‘Courtiers” in the Joint Session ofy, These are the major demands which the ‘Royalty’ and the ‘Courtiers’ do not even want to look at.
They just shout, show their loyalty and oratory to please the ‘monarch’. The monarch sits with a

National Assembly and the Senate of Pakistan. Almost all the speakers have competeq ;

defending ‘Jamhooriat® and insisting that Nawaz Sharif should not resign. They feel itis a Tevg; smug smile at the end of the front row and appreciates the loyalty of the beneficiaries of the corrupt

and not a people supported revolution. system. It is a club which has members, friends and families. They take turns, call it ‘Democracy’
and get together to defend the sham democracy. While people who need the fruit of democracy,

equality, justice, civil rights, food and shelter are out in the cold and sneered upon as if they are
from some other country. Some of the ‘courtiers” advocate a strong hand and ask the Monarch to
throw them away. They feel the people of Pakistan by protesting are ‘encroaching’ upon the holy

It is amazing that these courtiers have failed to realize that Democracy is in no danger! Is a demg,
for free and fair elections against democracy or does it strengthen democracy?

Is a demand to bring culprits of Modal Town massacre to justice against democracy? Or woulg, .
result in justice and confidence in democracy? : territory of the feudal and the rich. They talk of saving the system! Why? Because the present
constituency based system, ridden with corruption, benefits them? Why can the system not be

Is the establishment of smaller adminisuatiye units for better attention to people, agajn improved to give fair representation to masses? Why can’t the system be improved to share the
demosracy or would it strength a democratic system? decision making with experts, men of distinction, Diasporas, women and minorities? It is a shame
that the joint session and the members present have failed to look at realities and just ganged

together to protect personal interests in the so called ‘democracy’. The rule of feudal and rich is

Is the demand to hold Local Body election under the constitution something against 4,
interpreted as democracy. The tax evaders and bullies compliment themselves by calling

democracy? Or will strengthen the institution?
Soon and so forth. themselves “democrats’. The economy is in shambles. Middle class, the backbone of a nation, is
: getting pushed to poverty. Basic facilities like power, health care, education and housing are out
No demand of the protesting thousands in Islamabad and of millions at homes is a threat of reach. Remember the French revolution started because the rich and clergy refused to pay taxes
and the poor were starving. The monarchy was rejected. It faced the consequences, and finally,

democracy. In fact these demands require discarding corrupt and outdated systems and bringin,
in contemporary modemn system of governance. The ‘Royalty’ and the ‘courtiers’ have failed
understand and, without exception harped, on defending ‘democracy’ and the Prime Ministe o Eoas g
hardly realizing that they have completely missed the point. So far armed forces have shown graces and insisted on the politicians to solve the issues. The

politicians have to wake up before it is too late. According to a PTI leader not even a serious

some years later Napoleon provided the leadérship and ruled.
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discussion took place on the issues in the first 20 days of protests! If the governme, .
competent and the ‘Monarch® sensitive to the demands of the people the matters could have
sorted out four months ago. But the Monarch and his courtiers sneered, tried 10 SUPPTESS ang |
and underestimated the possible consequences. They are still hoping that the protesters w;, Sy
tired, feel defeated and go home. Protesters are not showing any signs, a time ¢4 "”;pr ach wh,,
the masses lose patience. Even if some go home they. will neither forgive nor forgevt eca‘use the,
friends have laid their lives and the lives of protesters are gradually getting 1m0t * orth living I
that what the Monarch and his Courtiers want? Ifitis so then they are making the mistake of g
life time. The negotiators must make a bigger effort and not just enjoy the media exposm? thy, October 02,2014
they are getting. Issues must be settled sooner than later, before the bushfire ppcome a :;"e in th,
whole jungle. It is not a limited revolt, it is a revolution to change the quality pRlifc an b"“g I
better governance.
This is about a ‘resolution’ that resolved nothing. In the second joint session of the Senate and the
Parliament, they gave us more of the ‘same thing’. They bent forward and backward repeating
«Constitution’ and ‘Democracy. Neither of these were the issue!

A “Resolution”!

The session wasted everyone’s time. Individuals, said to be the representatives of the people,
reaffirmed that they had almost nothing to do with the people at large or their problems and
predicaments. They spent all their energies in trying to dissuade the PM from resigning if he ever
thought of it. He had no intentions anyway, but the individuals present wanted to assure the king
of their loyalties. Obviously they were interested in continuity, not so much of democracy as of
their personal benefits. Status quo suited them because they had been in office not long enough to
> cash on the targeted benefits and the recovery of election expenses. Their rejection of the popular
protests on the constitution avenue and on the country wide streets had no significance. Not one
person tried to examine the demands with any seriousness. Holding of local government elections,
providing of the basic necessities as in the constitution, and ensuring law and order or making
justice available did not seem to be the demands within the constitution! The members and
particularly the controversial Prime Minister went all the way to condemn the protests as if these
were from people they did not want to know about. Some courtiers did their best to make the
loyalty of the protesters as suspect. They propagated as if holding any sort of meeting in London
was almost a crime. Forgetting that their own supporters, the Prime Minister, their families and
friends, frequent England and other countries and hold all kinds of political meetings. They also
forgot that a large amount of the national wealth has been transferred overseas by the persons these

courtiers were supporting.

The white wash committee on election reforms, headed by a dear family member of PM, is looking
at trivialities. They have shown concern on the quality of ink and printing which is a triviality.
They are just looking at those weaknesses which they cam.cover and declare everything to be fine.
Conveniently ignoring the main ploy used by the Returning Officers (ROs). This is where the
system of rigging had been perfected. There are reports by some ‘horse’s mouths’ that locations
were pre determined where the ballot boxes were to be taken en route to the ROs, and replaced by
the boxes prepared to get the results announced later. That is why many people could not believe
the results. There are also firsthand accounts that the figures at the tabulation table were changed
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by add.ing a zero in the end or some such number! Stubbornness to not to investigate by credib)a
committees, and not to let the FIRs get registered raise eyebrows. What moral ground is left £,
the rulcrs? The nation expected that demands and accusations by the protesters were serious|y,
analyzed in the *joint session” and meetings held in response to the demands of the protesters y,,
end the crisis as quickly as possible. Instead the game of patience was played. The members in the
house were comfortable and only complained of the crowd outside. One wishes that the
parliamentarians had some feeling that there were thousands in the crowd suffering in the opep,
and that the parliamentarians had some realization that the crowd was of their countrymen. Ther,
were also the millions watching the crowd with sympathy and hope for future. The
parliamentarians” showed an inexcusable insensitivity. The only exceptions were those few frop,
t!)c opposition who took personal initiatives to try to resolve. But these opposition members hag
little support from the royalty and its supporters. MQM spoke in qualified support of new provinces
for Administrative improvement and asserted that Sind should be part of this change. Seeing litte
positive support they chose to walk out. Royalty was more concerned in trying to paint the
protesters as villains who caused the visit of the Chinese President to be postponed. China s
Pakistan’s historical friend but it watches its own interest as well. The expected agreements were
no financial gifts to Pakistan.. These were funding at a very high interest rate. In any case most of
the loan would have stuck to somebody’s figures in Pakistan.

As | am writing, news has appeared on TV that some election record of 2013 has caught fire while
stored in the Government Central Model School! Would it not raise suspicions?

The Government seems to have taken upon itself to resolve the issues. There will be nothing better
than that and both sides. PAT, PTI and the government, must adopt positive attitudes. The
government must give up its smugness and stop publicizing that army has no interest. Whether
army takes interest or it doesn’t, army is always aware and its opinions must be respected because
such opinions are well considered and valid. For the present the army has advised the politicians
to resolve the issues politically. They must do so before the ‘revolution’ goes out of control. There
can be an end to patience on any side; therefore, sooner a solution is arrived at the better for the
country. The nation wants a change. Change in VIP culture, change from corruption, change from
injustice to justice, and change from sectarianism to tolerance and so on. Our representatives in
the assemblies must think of the people. Here is a strange example of insensitivity: the nation is
reeling because of shortage of electricity; many people want to use the nature’s gift of sun and
benefit from meeting their needs from solar power. The Governments in several other countries
give financial support for homes and businesses who want to turn to solar power. However, our
government has applied 30% duty on equipment for solar power!! This is just one example.

Change is no doubt the call of the day.
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The Clinton Chrisma
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The US election is important for the people in the US but it also affects the rest of the world. It is

a country that still tries to stay within constitutional limits and abide by the law but the first Bush
election was a shocking exception. Counting of ballots in that election reminded one of the rigging
practices in Third World countries. Some friend has put on YouTube an old telecast of the Bush
election covered by me for TV viewers on a US network. It refreshed my memory how the state
machinery was slowed to avoid the recount of votes and how delays were accepted by the US
Supreme Court, and George W Bush was declared successful. Much later, the count indicated that
Gore should have won. What happened in the Bush administration included the horrors like 9/11
and the wars in Iraq, Afghanistan and the rest of the world. These decisions brought the US to the
brink of bankruptcy. The policy of deterrence was set aside and the policy of aggression adopted.
The fallout was left to be managed by the successor. Obama, faced with the disastrous situation
Jeft behind for him, has been busy with repairs and repairs do not give spectacular results.
Therefore, some disappointment in his performance set in and his ratings came down to 44 percent.
Such ratings are not good for an incumbent president who is to contest for the next term.

The drop in Obama’s popularity is exactly what the Republican Party and their candidate, Mitt
Romney, would want to see. Romney is a Christian Mormon by belief, and he has some positives
to his credit as the governor of a state. His choice of vice-president is very popular. Working on
the ‘negatives’ of the Obama term, the Republicans appeared to be presenting a better alternative,
although historically, an incumbent president is rarely denied the second term. The American
public mostly realises that to achieve some progress on a national level a president needs eight
years to plan and achieve. In their campaign, the Republicans have perhaps chosen to distance
themselves from George W Bush as he has not yet been invited to speak in the campaign. On the
other hand, the Democratic Party is making full use of the great asset it has in the former president,
Bill Clinton. He has the credit of bringing extraordinary prosperity to the people. He was people-
friendly and avoided conflict in arms. He tried earnestly to bring peace to Palestine. He is a thinker
and an orator. Clinton is a rare combination of being a philosopher and a pragmatic political leader.
His sincerity, charm and charisma are incomparable. Michelle Obama had also spoken very well
on the first dayof the Democratic Convention. The second day started with a comparatively lesser
known speaker, Ms Elizabeth Warren, a senate hopeful. Ms Warren’s address brought a most
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pleasant surprise for those who did not know her enough. She proved to be a great speaker (o s,
the tone for the convention on that day. Then Clinton appeared to address and the delegates wer,
electrified. Of course, Clinton carried the day. His smile, personal charm and the deep study o
events match his exceptional personality. Clinton spoke for about 45 minutes and kept ‘h‘f Viewer
spellbound with his deep analysis. Clinton had studied the ‘objections’ and ‘weaknesses that the
opposition was trying to exploit against Obama’s performance. Clinton analysed €ach poin
logically and supported the actions that Obama had taken to improve the situation. He went 5
length to elaborate the effects of the unnecessary wars that the USA had committed ltst?lf to. He
convincingly stated the effects of the drain on the economy and the consequent hardships to the
people in the US. He strongly defended the right of the people to medical attention and the suppor
to senior citizens. He committed to the continuance of the Medicare system. In short, he establisheq
the fact that all appropriate steps were being taken for the betterment of the people, especially the
middle class and the poor. He objected to the extra facilities promised to the super rich by the
Republicans. This is where the difference lies between the two political parties. The Democrats
believe that government has a role to ensure implementation of policies that improve the living
conditions of the people in general and, particularly, in the lower and the middle-income groups
Therefore, they ensure improvement of facilities for better education for all by funding
scholarships, healthcare, housing, etc. The Democrats believe that the tax contribution should be
essential for all, including big business and the super rich. On the other hand, the Republicans
believe that big business and the super rich should enjoy tax cuts and, consequently, it will be in
their interest to expand and provide jobs, and improve conditions for the workforce. The
Republicans hope that individuals will help society in their own interest while the Democrats
believe that government should have a role to ensure the public interest. Historically, the masses
have benefitted more when the Democrats ruled. Clinton defined the future policies clearly and
provided undeniable logic for the necessity of a second term for Obama to ensure success of the
policies put in place during the last four years.

After Clinton’s charismatic speech, Obama’s ratings started to improve. Bill Clinton is 4
campaigner. He has not stopped at the Democratic Convention. He is continuing to campaign,
Obama’s ratings have gone up to 51 percent after a long time. Clinton has contributed and felt
responsible for the party and its philosophy. Will the Pakistani politieal parties show such
commitment to the welfare of the masses? If they do so in the next elections, whenever held, it
would herald a change towards responsible democracy.
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Election time

It is election time in the USA. It may soon be election time in Pakistan. The elections in the USA
are fixed on some dates and there is no speculation. In the USA a term finishes at the scheduled
time and a new government takes over in the following January. We are different in Pakistan as
far as the schedule is concerned. It is very flexible, unpredictable and sometimes even nonexistent
here. The voting for the US election takes place in the first week of November every time and the
president takes over in January. It is a system with little speculation about it; the speculations are

limited to the contestants, not the system.

In Pakistan, everything is a guessing game. Recently Manzoor Wassan made an announcement of
the ‘schedule’ of elections for the National Assembly in 2013. He announced that the existing -
assemblies would be dissolved on January 18, 2013 and the elections would take place on April 4,
2013. Wassan’s schedule could be a *feeler’. It is coated with the ‘good news’ of the election but
loaded in favour of the PPP as April 4 is a date when emotional voters think of late Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto. The feeler is intended to assess the reaction from other political parties. If there is none

then it will work for the PPP.

Why do we not take a step to get rid of the speculation about the election dates? We should consider
the dates of the previous election schedule for this time as well. The new assembly was in place in
March and it is very suitable as a month of the Pakistan Resolution. In any case, an announcement
should be formally made by the authorities empowered by the constitution, not by individuals.

In the USA, there has been practically a two-party system forever. The people have seen the two
parties, the Democrats and the Republicans, at times very close to each other’s agenda, and
whenever this has happened, the country has progressed and the working relationships have been
good. In recent times, President Clinton’s governance brought well being to the nation. As the
agendas and attitudes of the parties drift apart, problems appear and the people suffer. This
particularly happens when the worldwide policy changes from ‘deterrence’ to aggressive proactive
action. The policy of deterrence avoided wars with the’Soviet Union and wars between Pakistan
and India. The policy of aggression involved wars in Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere. Basically,
Democrats are inclined towards a policy of deterrence but the Republicans like more aggressive
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solutions and one heard words like *Crusades’ fnom.thc Republican president from Texag

Reacting to 9/11's destruction in which some 3,000 people died, the effort to avoid the recurrence

of such a tragedy has seen over 50,000 dead bodies in the ‘war on terror’. The wars initiated by

the Republican Party were inherited by Obama. So in the current political scenario he is being
- blamed for not having achieved much. The Obama administration has been practically
incapacitated by the fallout and debris of the previous policies. In the interests of the people of the
US, it will be helpful and even healing if there is greater understanding between the two parties
and they design policies for the common people and not just influence groups. Pakistan! politicians
have made people suffer ruthlessly, favouring the influential, with the result of the downfall of the
country. It is time that the USA stops imitating the third world! It started with the suspect election
victory of Bush. If the trend continues, the USA will keep going downwards because the p0|!thIans
and their parties have not succeeded in keeping national interest above party or personal interest

in many cases.

The Democrats will be content with nominating the current team headed by Obama while the
Republicans have nominated Romney as their candidate. Romney is a multimillionaire, accused
of not paying his taxes correctly, and keeping his wealth in off-shore islands. This sounds familiar
to Pakistanis as something common with their political big wigs. Romney’s wife Ann and
Romney’s running mate Paul Rayan are very vocal and popular in their party. Romney will rely
very heavily on these two. Republicans are accusing the Obama administration of non-
performance and for not being able to keep their promises. This again sounds familiar in Pakistan’s
context. Obama’s defence is that he inherited two wars and a high level of inflation and borrowing,
Pakistani politicians are also blaming the previous government for getting a poor inheritance. It
seems like a blind imitation by Pakistanis. While Obama actually inherited huge problems,
Pakistani politicians got the country in a good condition economically as well as with over 19.000
megawatts electricity potential. Obama’s performance falling short can be understood because of
inheritance but Pakistani politicians’ failure can only be understood due to incompetence,

corruption and poor governance.

As | watched the Republican Convention, it seemed that there is only a faint hope of the two parties
rising above themselves and operating for the betterment of the people. Republicans openly
support the rich, and believe that the private sector can solve all problems. The Democrats are

traditionally known as the friends of the middle class and the poor and therefore they support state
help. This is interpreted by some extremists as communistic credentials of the Democrats. Nothing

new, this happens everywhere.

All countries have the very rich, the rich, the middle classes, the poor and the weak. The state
needs to look after all of them. The law-abiding rich are a great asset, others can be turned into
national assets with long term policies. The US is likely to be better off giving Obama another
term. Four years are not enough to clear the mess he inherited. The next four years may see the
country taking a turn towards improvement. The situation in the US can be redeemed. But it is
difficult to make this statement for Pakistan. Pakistan needs a major change to get back-on track

L
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April 18, 2016

Blasphemous rag of a film and the world reaction

A mentally sick person earned the curse of the Almighty by making a rag of a celluloid piece, of
which he and his companions should be ashamed. It is said that even the actors did not know the
intent and the objectionable pieces were dubbed in. One of the actresses of the film has filed a
case. It is also said that the film maker made it on a shoestring budget on a few million financing
— a crook, an immoral person all along. His name should be marked as a symbol of utter

degradation and shame.

Nakoula Basseley Nakoula (born 1957) is an Egyptian-born US resident who is thought to be the
writer, producer and promoter-of Innocence of Muslims. He is a Coptic Christian with past
criminal convictions and a history of using aliases. On July 2, 2012, a Sam Bacile, who was later
identified as Nakoula, posted English-language promotional trailers for Innocence of Muslims on
YouTube. After the trailers were dubbed into Arabic and posted on the Internet in September 2012,
riots and protests erupted in many countries.

The Coptic Orthodox Church of Alexandria is the official name for a large Christian church in
Egypt and the Middle East. It may be noted that many churches call themselves ‘religions’ and
should not be included in the general category of ‘Christians’.

Nakoula has been convicted several times and served jail terms. The script of this rag was said to
have been written in jail and mostly shot in his house. He is now absconding and his house has

been put on sale.

This is not the first time that a criminal has committed conscious blasphemy. Nor can it be assured
that it is the last time. This raises the most important question of how should the ummah behave
or react in such situations. Protests were held throughout the world, wherever Muslims inhabit and
people with a fair sense of respect for each other’s beliefs. Let us look at how widespread it was.

Here are some of the places:

Mombasa, Mauritius, Nigeria, Niger, Somalia, Sudan, Sao Palo, Rio de Janeiro, Canada, United
States, Brazil, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Kyrgyzstan,
Malaysia, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Azerbaijan,
Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Macedonia, Netherlands, Norway, Russia,
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Serbia, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom, Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Isracl,
Jordan, Lebanon, Kuwait, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria,
UAE, Australia, and a few others. These are 59 countries and innumerable cities and the extent of
protest and expression of anger is wide. In Pakistan, many Christians took out protest rallies.

Here are some reports indicating the nature of action by the protestors, which is similar in most
places except Pakistan.

“Several hundred Muslims, many waving banners and shouting execute people who mock Islam,
rallied outside the US embassy and Google offices in Bangkok. The demonstration saw a brief
scuffle as protesters tried to surge towards the US embassy, but police said it passed largely
peacefully with no one seriously injured.”

“Thousands of angry Muslims have marched in Kolkata to protest an anti-Islam film pmduged in
the United States. Police officer Rajashri Roy says the protesters chanted ‘Down with America’.™

“Demonstrations and violent protests against the film broke out en September i1 in Egypt and
Libya, and spread-to other Arab and Muslim nations and some western countries.”

““In Libya, the demonstration was infiltrated by extremists with pre-planning and resulted in

R

damage and the killing of the US ambassador.”

Generally, the mobs showed their anger within a degree of discipline in the rest of the world, but
Pakistanis made an exception of themselves. Here is the report of Daily Times of September 22,
2012: :

“Angry and violent protests plunged the country into chaos on Youm-e-Ishg-e-Rasool (PBUH) on
Friday as at least 25 people were killed and hundreds injured in addition to widespread damage to
private and public property in nationwide protests against a blasphemous, anti-Islam film. Fuming
protesters fought pitched battles with police and law enforcement agencies in Peshawar,
Islamabad, Karachi, Lahore and several other cities. At least 20 people, including three policemen,
were killed and more than 130 injured as violent protests erupted in Karachi after Friday prayers.
The angry mobs also set ablaze four cinema houses on MA Jinnah Road, six banks, four police
mobiles, two armoured personnel carriers, two restaurants and various automobiles in different
areas of the city. Reports said that people continued looting the banks and other establishments for
several hours. Two fire brigades engines were also set ablaze. Thousands of people were part of
the rallies, which headed towards the US consulate to lodge a protest against the blasphemous
movie.

Demonstrations were held outside Memon Mosque in Bolton Market, Preedy Street, Banori Town
and Golimar. Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-Pakistan took out a rally from Regal Chowk; Jamiat-i-Ulema-e-
Islam from Banori Town; Majlis-e-Wahdat-e-Muslimeen from NomaishChowrangi and Jamaat-
e-Islami from Masjid-e-Rizwan in Federal B Area. The stone-pelting agitators smashed
windowpanes of several vehicles and blocked Shahrah-e-Faisal for traffic by setting tyres on fire.
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In Peshawar, five people, including an employee of a private TV channel, were killed as several
hundred protesters set ablaze four cinemas and the city’s Chamber of Commerce, and damaged
plazas, shops and vehicles.

Clashes between police and stone-throwing protesters also occurred in Islamabad. At least 55

ple, including nine policemen, were injured in the unrest. The crowd included a 5,000 strong
contingent of Jamaat-ud-Dawa, Jamiat-ul-Islam and Sipah-e-Sahaba. Police clashed with
demonstrators in several areas of the capital, including in front of a five-star hotel near the
diplomatic enclave.

In Lahore, demonstrators gathered on major roads, including Circular Road and The Mall, and
burnt tires, shouted anti-US slogans and demanded hanging of the film producer. Protest
demaonstrations were also held in Faisalabad, Multan, Bahawalpur, Chakwal, Jhelum, Hyderabad
and many other cities,”

The serious matter is that the extreme parties have singled themselves out as the most irresponsible.
Damage in all cities was the handiwork of the motivators who wanted to prove their street power
more than the protest against the film. These parties need to understand that their supporters have
neither served the cause of Islam nor served their country by killing their own countrymen and
damaging national assets.
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Malala, father, family, friends and the people of Swat

Hats off to Malala and to those who are the real symbol of a people’s struggle 88?i"5:£:°f;¥ann,\
of misdirected clergy. Many may not know the role of the people of Swat in fighting €s of
terrorism, but it is something each Pakistani can be proud of.

When al Qaeda and its supporters sneaked in from the Kunar province in Afghanistan several year,
ago, they made their secret camps in Puchar. Puchar is an uninhabited valley 1n Swat'. It wag
connected with the rest of the world by an ancient, rusted, ‘temporary’ connection between ty,
hills called a bridge. The place suited the secret activities of al Qaeda because they could l3low up
the bridge whenever they needed to, and hence, remained safe. Al Qaeda needed a place of safety’
because the international forces against it had entered the Kunar province and its presence there

could have been spotted.

In Puchar, al Qaeda tried to promote their brand of religion they called Islam. It was the mog
aggressive version developed on the thinking of the Salafis and Tayyabis. It was not in the spirit
of the teachings of our Prophet (PBUH). When the word went around that there were forces getting
organised to ‘protect’ Islam, the al Qaeda/Taliban ploy, the religious leaders were contacted. |y
the Swat area. One tribe was known as the leamned tribe in matters of religion. The thinking of this
tribe was true to the peaceful spirit of Islam, and it was generally followed in Swat. The tribe
travelled through the unkind mountain trails, jungles and camped with al Qaeda preachers for some
days. They had discussions, and finally decided to return because they could not accept the al
Qaeda version of brutal killings, falsely called ‘jihad’, and its accompanying means of destruction

That was the beginning of the conflict in the territory of Swat and for its people.

Al Qaeda built up its biggest forts in Puchar. They had several kilometer long tunnels full of
explosives. They built tunnels as hospitals to treat the wounded in their future war with Pakistan's
peacekeepers. They built training camps and suicide schools, and adopted the practice of
beheading people. .

All that was being done while the political front of the group became active with the support of
some militant elements. For a long time, the people of Swat were alone in their resistance. The
suffered individually and collectively, but they followed their beliefs and fought for their right of
freedom of thinking for themselves. The struggle began much before the rest of Pakistan woke up
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and realised what was happening to a part of their country in the name of ‘Islam’. Those terrorists
were against education and establishment of law and order. Their main targets were centres of
education, particularly education for girls, and the law enforcing agencies.

The situation deteriorated to such an extent that the biggest *Heliborne Operation’ after WWII had
1o take place to clear Puchar even partially. The army had to move in; the people of Swat had to
pe evacuated for the fight and were brought back only when the army had defeated the enemy.

The army action happened much later. Time was lost in fruitless negotiations by some politicians.
Then militants from Laal Masjid, Islamabad joined the Taliban. The people of Swat — men,

women and children — continued resistance.

Malala stands out as the symbol of the great fight of the people of Swat against the tyranny of the

Taliban. We know this great individual and her family now, but there must have been many that

the world did not recognise or who have not been able to live to this day. Malala has been inspired

by her father, Ziauddin Yousafzai — an educationist and a poet — who in turn had been inspi_red
by Khushal Khan Khattak, the great poet. It is interesting that these revolutionaries have something
common with Mao who was a poet himself. Malala was shaped in large part by her father, Ziauddin
Yousafzai, who is a school owner and an educational activist himself, running a chain of schools
known as the Khushal Public School, named after the famous Pashtun poet, Khushal Khan
Khattak. Malala stated to an interviewer once that she would like to become a doctor but her father
encouraged her to become a politician instead. Ziauddin referred to his daughter as someone very
special, permitting her to stay up at night and talk about politics after her two brothers had been

sent to bed.

At the beginning of 2009, Malala had a chance to write for BBC Urdu when her father, Ziauddin
was asked by Abdul Hai Kakkar, a BBC reporter out of Pakistan, if any girls at his school would
write about life under the Taliban. At the time, Taliban militants led by Maulana Fazlullah were
taking over the Swat valley, banning TV, music, girls’ education, and women from going for
shopping. Bodies of beheaded policemen were hanging from town squares. At first, a girl named
Aisha from her father’s school agreed to write a diary, but then the girl’s parents stopped her from
doing it in the fear of a Taliban reprisal. The only alternative was Malala — four years younger
than the original volunteer — and a student of class seven at the time. Malala wrote often while
many schools were destroyed; and finally, Pakistan army took action. She wrote, “It is only when
dozens of schools have been destroyed and hundreds of others closed down that the army thinks
about protecting them. Had they conducted their operations here properly, this situation would not

have arisen.”

Malala, wiih her familv. has shown the way to change and almost a revolution. The world has been
shaken up. By shooting at her. Taliban have shot themscives in the foot. Her blood has woken up
the conscience of the people in Pakistan. But beware: the Taliban supporters are already busy in
damage control. Some of Taliban supporters, like Maulana Fazlur Rehman, are shamefully trying
to underplay her sacrifice. Pakistan needs the courage shown by Malala to save the country from

destruction by Taliban.
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Women’s vote

The election commission is said to have made it mandatory that a 10 percent women $ vote mug
be cast in every constituency: othenwise the election from that constituency will be m)ahd T
begin with. | want to welcome this decision. The newly appointed Election CommisSIOner hag
shown a sense of responsibility 1o the voters and this step, if implemented, would make democrac,
healthier.

Now let me analyse for my readers as to what it means in term of elections. The best t.umoul of
voters who actually cast their votes is usually 40 percent of the registered voters. There is no harg
and fast rule but the assumption is based on historical data. This percentage incl_udes genuine
and/or rigged casting of votes. If we take the number of 40-percent as the votes cast in the coming
elections in a particular constituency of 200,000 registered voters, then the requirement of 10
percent of the registered women’s vote 1o be cast would actually mean that there would be 20,000
women'’s votes in the ballot boxes. Let me explain. Take an example that in constituency X the
number of registered voters is 200.000. The numerical 10 percent of this number will bc‘ 20,000
votes. Now if 40 percent votes are cast. the number of total votes cast will be 80,000. If in these
votes cast is included the 20,000 women'’s votes. the actual percentage of the women’s votes i
the total votes cast will be 25 percent. simply because 20,000 is 25 percent of 80.000.

If this principle is strictly followed, any candidate elected to the assembly will have an approximate
support of 25 percent female voters, otherwise the election will be null and void. This decision of
the Election Commission adds a2 measure of credibility to our ‘sham’ democracy plagued with a||
kinds of rigging. This decision of the Election Commission ensures that about 25 percent of the
women, who have equal rights according to the constitution as well as the holy book, have been

heard in the election process.

However, although I appreciate the decision. | wonder why the Election Commission could not
make women's voting compulsory in the proportion that is registered in the constituency. In case
a consmucncy has 35 percent of registered voters as women, why could this percentage not be the
proportion 1o validate the election in that constituency? Maybe | am expecting too much for
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starters, although such a decision would have been fair and the independence of the Election
Commission against the pressures of vested interests would have been established beyond doubt.

My experience is that mostly it is the so-called “rightist” element that lacks faith in the power of
decision making by women. It is generally the rightist element that is infected with the curse of
male chauvinism and considers itself superior to women in intellect as well as physique. History
has proved both these assumptions wrong. Women are capable of greater physical endurance then
men and have proved to be intellectually competent in many fields of life.

{ am not here to establish the superiority of one over the other, but to consider women inferior in
general is almost criminal. Therefore, if democracy of sorts is to be practised in Pakistan, many
kinds of revolutions need to take place and one of these is to recognise equal status for women in

the electoral process.
1 understand that some political parties resisted the decision of the election commissSion and they
are still against it. | would like to comment on their attitude briefly. On the surface, there seems
no reason to be against the decision of the Election Commission, but the seekers of political power
have their own preferences. The political parties on the ‘right’ are generally composed of people
who are sceptical about women being equal to men! In their domestic behaviour, most of these
people prefer their women to be subservient. This attitude is common with landlords, and they
dominate the political horizon. The general attitude of the right and male-dominated society is to
keep women suppressed and not to let them have power or a sense of equality. If women vote,
then such politicians fear that their vote will be cast in favour of more enlightened candidates who
understand the correct social status of women. Therefore, the women’s vote is not welcome for
them. If the history of the polling booths being disturbed is analysed, it will be quite evident that
the usual target is female polling booths. The idea behind attacks is to scare them away, particularly
so in constituencies where contests are close. | have personal experience of trying to salvage
women voters and candidates’ representatives in the only election of local governments allowed
by the tyrant Ziaul Haq. I had to rescue women holed up in a polling station in Model Town,
Lahore, and surrounded by belligerent, gun-toting youth of a religio-political party.

The recognition of the women’s vote and ensuring its casting to validate the election in a
constituency will have a restraining effect against strong-arm tactics and will force the candidates
to respect the views of the female population. However, I believe that the beginning is smaller
than desirable. At least 15 percent of the vote cast would have been a good beginning. Anyway, |
hope that the Election Commission holds its own and does not succumb to the pressure of some

parties.
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Musharraf is here, believe it or not!

It . 3 7208 . ched Karachi on time s
was flight EK 606 of Emirate Airlines that took off from Dubai and rea 4 his supporters thc-

March 24. Pervez Musharraf was on time in another way too. He had promised T Atther: ¥
he would arrive within a week of the interim government. He fulfilled his prom1S¢- = e 'tlrne %
departure from Dubai, it was a scene to witness. Hundreds of people gathered tO b'df .a':.“,e' I an,
to shout slogans for his long life. About 2 100 bought ticket to fly with him. Musharral i1 'fV 1duay,
met all. All persons accompanying, as well as Musharraf himself, wore the Imam Zamin for gog,
luck and protection. Begum Sehba Musharraf saw him off. One wonders what sentiments she m,
have had and how much she must have prayed for his safety. On the other hand, M”Shamf‘\a:
relaxed.

Musharraf arrived among many concemns of his well-wishers. He had threats 10 his persop,
security, as the Taliban had issued a fresh threat, stating that several hundred had been depute;
including sharp shooters and suicide bombers to kill Musharraf. He had legal cases and Warrany,
of arrest, all waiting for him. His supporters at airport were restricted by security agencies, y.
about 10,000 were present, and he addressed them. The crowd was demanding a show of fist’,
power. He prayed for Pakistan and moved to his hotel. An interim bail had been granted by th
Sindh High Court and that gave him a breather. Soon the TV showed that Musharraf was travellin,
to his hotel with full security and protocol. He is entitled to the security as a former president a
chief of the army staff: governmert fuliiled its responsibility.

But the task ahead of Musharraf is not easy. His party is only two years old, and the its organisaty
is not tested. He still has to deal with court cases, and he also has to finalise the APML candidz
for elections. A challenge is presented by the election commission’s strict regulations. Wil t,
APML be able to contest in a substantial number of National and Provincial constituencies? Th
is yet 10 be seen. The chances of emerging as party with a substantial number can only be throug
some miracle. However, he may align with some other parties that are convinced that a change
leadership is essential for Pakistan. He may also have some understanding with such parties th:
believe in the betterment of the middle class and working classes. He is not likely to have anythi
10 do with the feudal or dynastic parties.
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Musham\rs priorities as hchdcclarc'd to the media are: improvement in law and order, and in the
economy. There is credibility to his plan due to his past performance. He took over when the
country was on the verge of bankruplcy and on becoming a failed state. He successfully turned it
arouna- A large number of people still remember that and consider him their ‘saviour” to be.

mMusharraf has declared his intention to contest for the National Election from Chitral where he
puilt the Lowari Tunnel and connected it directly with Pakistan. He may also contest from Karachi.
There are other options under consideration. He lodged at the Avari Hotel under heavy security,
put he did walk around in the lawns and lobby, and could freely be seen by people in the breakfast

lounge.

| had decided to stay until the confirmation of his bail on the 29th. There were all kinds of
apprehensions; he could be denied extensions, he could be arrested. He had declared that he was
ready for all situations. On the 28th, I got a viral infection in the lungs and I was in a bad shape.
My desire to watch the court proceedings, and the consequent drama appeared jeopardised. Thanks
to my doctor | improved but still had very low energy. But soon my desire to be a witness to a
momentous event took the better of me. I got up and left for the Sindh High Court minutes before
Musharraf’s departure. His security vehicles were arriving and soon the route would have been

closed.

The entrance to the Sindh High Court was crowded by the supporters of the APML. Banners and
slogans of ‘jeevay (long live) Musharraf” were noticeable. The hearing of cases was scheduled in
court number one and four on the second floor. Both these courts are at each end of the corridor,
and the corridors were packed with people and many ‘black coats’. The buzz was around that the
Chief Justice was in Karachi and a guessing game about results started. Suddenly, the black coats
in the corridor rushed to court number one as the case was to start there. | could not match the
pushing and pulling and was left behind while the door was closed. But I was able to be at a
vantage point to observe. As Syed Pervez Musharraf was taken into the court through a secret
doorway, some black coats started shouting against him. I could hardly believe that these sober
looking men had 50 much lung power in them. They were shouting ‘Bail naheen jail’ and some
other derogatory slogans. As they stopped for a breath the other parts of the crowd started shouting
in favour of Musharraf. It was quite a scene, which continued for a while. Black coats making such
rowdy noises in a court area seemed strange. Anyway, as soon as the bail was extended, the
shouting black coats disappeared! A similar show later occurred in front of the court No.4, and
silence followed once again as the extension of bail in Akbar Bugti and Benazir Bhutto cases was
granted. After this the suspense was over, the APML and Musharraf were on their way to contest

elections.

By the time I was concluding this article it was reported that the APML candidates were filing
nomination papers for every National and Provincial constituency. Meanwhile, government in
Islamabad became restrictive and placed Musharraf on the ECL. It seems like a tug of war between
the former president and the “neutral’ government has started.
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Of Returning Officers and the blank

Two surprising things have happened in the ongoing election process. One. the controversj,
conduct of the Retumning Officers. and. the proposed addition of a *blank’ space on the ballqt Pape,
for those voters to stamp who have no confidence in any of the contestants listed _lhefc'"_ The
Returning Officers (ROs) have been appointed by the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECp,
The ECP has wide powers supported by the constitution of Pakistan. and it chose 0 appoint th,
ROs from the judiciary as the judiciary is expected to be fair. So the judges from various stap,.
and seniority were assigned the task. Unfortunately. the conduct of some of thes¢ ROs from th,
judiciary has been shocking. Many of these ROs have faltered and exposed the stuff of which som,
“judges™ are made!
There are weird stories in circulation about the questions asked by these ROs (otherwise judge,
1o determine the suitability of the candidates under Articles 62 and 63 of the Conslitution o
Pakistan. One lady applicant for a seat in the assembly was asked her age. To start with ,
gentlemen should not ask a lady”s age in good grace! But instead of relying on the ID card, p,
asked her age. She said she was 35 years old. He did not believe her and asked her to turn aroypg
and show her face to all present in the room and asked them if she looked 35! Regrena_ble. Then
another RO asked a candidate as to how many wives he had. This is a completely irrelevay
question, to which the candidate said he had three wives. Our RO did not stop here. He furthe
asked which one was his favorite wife and if he actually spent more time with her! Unbelievabl
Perhaps the worst and most shameful question was asked by another RO who asked the a lad,
applicant this question: “What are the days in a month for a woman when she is exempted frop
saying prayers?” Absolutely shameful question. The lady appropriately retorted and said. “Yoy
ask your mother this question.” Such ROs have no business to be there. Another Returning Officer
rejected the papers of Mr Amir Ayaz because he could not understand the article written by Ay

and interpreted it againsi the “ideology of Pakistan™.

The guestionable conduct of such ROs continues. Some of them. in fact, several of them. ha
appointed themselves as guardians of religion and morality! They ask questions about Islam an
individuals religious practices as if they were teachers in a madrassa. Such officers ash i
recitation of several Quranic verses and details of religious principles, which should be none !

o
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the business ol'nl} RO. The EC would have done better if a standard set of questions was provided
and the questioning was not left to lhc‘dlscrclion of individuals. These Returning Officers are.
after all. human, who get swayed b'\. their mindsets. Let us also not forget that several of these are
those who have let almost all terrorists under trial free for one reason or the other. | regret to say
that the choice is one of the glz'xr}ng oversights of the EC. There is good justification for the protests
peing launched by major political parties against the behaviour of the ROs. The Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) is reported to have stated, “....the latest process of scrutiny is a
witch-hunt aimed at harassing and humiliating candidates...” HRCP further says, “._.this
deliberate and planned abuse of the process appears to be a bid to complete Ziaul Haq's agenda to

accommoda(c extremism into the mainstream of politics...”
If this time the EC fails then the major onus will be on the misconduct of the ROs.

The other controversy is about the blank square or box in the ballot papers. I understand the move
was made by a registered political party for the inclusion of such a box in the ballot paper. Initially
the application was accepted but soon afterwards the idea was dropped. No open debate took place
for inclusion or exclusion. It is said that such blanks are included in the ballot papers in several
countries like Canada and Bangladesh. What does a blank do? A blank provides the opportunity
1o a registered voter to express his decision not to support any of the listed candidates. This
expression can be limited to a constituency. but if a large section of the electorate puts its stamp
on the blank. it is a comment on the system of selection of candidates and the matter assumes an

importance of vital significance. The election loses its credibility and validity.

The blank records the opinion of the so-called “silent majority” as long as this category takes the
trouble to go and stamp the blank. I thought, and considered, the provision of the blank a good,
constructive decision. But I noticed that some thinkers, whom I respect, had reservations and they
seemed happy that the implementation had been withheld. The logic put forward was that the blank
may be used to sabotage the electoral process. They fear that militants and extremists may flock
to stamp the blank, and thus sabotage the electoral process. This may be true, but then how does
the majority express its dissatisfaction with the current exploitable electoral system, a system that
is open to rigging and control by the landlord, the super-rich, the corrupt and the influential? A
system that has no provision for the distinguished persons of the soil who cannot run a campaign,
but can contribute immensely for the betterment of the country and people, of which scientists,
educationists, economic specialists. intellectuals, researchers, writers and so on are examples. The
present system elects *lawmakers” with little educational qualifications, or with forged documents.
Can it be relied upon? The elected become the lawmakers! What Kind of joke is that with the

nation?
Doesn’t this system need an overhaul? An appropriate legal/ constitutional cover needs to be

provided to the blank.
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The Black Brigade

They may have some resemblance to the Ninja Turtle cartoons, but they are not harmless like
them. These are persons clad in black, holding large batons (danda) and daggers, and they altack
at will. They are aggressive and programmed into a ruthless warrior mode. They kill and getkilleg
It is said that these are females from the Laal Masjid, Islamabad, but it is possible that SOme males
may have donned that attire as one of their leaders did in July 2007 to escape from the mosque.

They reappeared last week well-equipped and “supported”. There were pickups and ladders 1o
support their action, the action being the destruction of the election campaign banners of two

candidates, Dr Amjad and Syed Pervez Musharraf. They remained unchecked and the Tv
networks, particularly the new Capital TV network covered them at length. They were climbing
the poles, they were supported by pick up vans, and they had large batons in their hands. They

were beating the posters and the photographs, they were trying to pull these down and cut the ropes

with the help of large daggers.

The black burga brigade is not unfamiliar to Islamabad. It is also familiar to many outside
Islamabad. A famous sculptor made life size sculptures of a group of these danda-bardar (baton-
carrying) brigades at the inauguration of the National Art Gallery in Islamabad. These black burqa-
clad persons played a prominent and very visible role in the support of the famous terrorist action
from the Laal Masjid in 2007. These black brigades stood on the top of the roofs of the Laal Masjid
and the adjacent Children Library. This black brigade had unlawfully captured the Children
Library and refused to vacate it. They made it a part of the Laal Masjid terror camp. Said to be

students, they were well-trained in combat.

In the month of July 2007, the Laal Masjid occupants had worked out their strategy against the
government of Pakistan. The two brothers from the Laal Masjid, Aziz and Rashid, were in regular
contact with al Qaeda leaders, particularly Tahir Yaldochiv and Sheikh Essa. Sheikh Essa was an
Arab member of the al Qaeda who was fluent in Urdu and Pashto. The two brothers regularly
received a flow of directives on strategy. By 2007, Laal Masjid had become an al Qaeds
powerhouse ia the federal capital of Islamabad, directly in the face of the ISI and the GHQ. All

B
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appeals to vacate or surrender met with deaf ears. The strategy of attacking video shops, Chinese
workers, kidnapping of policemen, burning of video shops were all actions to test waters.

«__Pakistani intelligence sources were reporting to the Presidency that Laal Masjid was
demanding the enforcement of the Islamic Sharia but in fact it was playing mind games under
instruction from al Qaeda...” (Inside Al Qaeda, Salim Shehzad, Page 161).

By the time the Laal Masjid *Operation Sunrise’ started, the two brothers had severed relations
with their spiritual head. They had refused to accept the appeals of the Imam Kaaba, Mr and Mrs
Abdul Sattar Edhi; the head of the Wafaq-ul-Madaris, politicians like Chaudhary Shujaat Hussain,
and of course, repeated appeals from the government, and particularly from President Musharraf.

The occupants inside included members of the Jamaat-ud-Dawa, formerly known as the Lashkar-
e-Tayyaba, and Harkat-c-Jihad-e-Islami of the controversial jihadi leader, Qari Saifullah.The
biggest grouping of militants belonged to the banned Jaish-e-Mohammed. The complex always
had close affiliation with Jaish, but the first sign of its physical presence came when on the third
day of the conflict the militants handed over the body of a man described as a journalist from a
local newspaper. It was later revealed that he had been carrying a fake identity card and was
identified as Magsood-ul-Mehmood, who used to work for a Jasih-e-Mohammed publication and

was cousin of the banned outfit’s supreme leader Maulana Masood Azhar.

The plan was to hold as many as possible from leaving the Laal Masjid complex in response to the
government appeals and keep them as human shields. The Black Brigade was assisting ferociously.
What happened during and after the operation is well known. Even Benazir Bhutto and the Afghan
president Hamid Karzai supported the operation. The escapees joined the terrorists in Swat and

the larger uprising as per the plans of the al Qaeda started.

Some years have passed and the memories are getting muddled. The actual newspaper archives
still keep the records and are source of many truths. But politics has changed and it is found useful
by several politicians to back off from their stands in July 2007. They are trying to gain sympathies
of the rightists, the extremists, and the terrorists. The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf, and the religious parties are all in the good books of the Taliban. Now it is the
election time and the right moment to re-visit the pledges of the Laal Masjid. Therefore, the
appearance of the Black Brigade, the Danda Brigade or Ninjas, whatever you like to call them, is
no co-incidence. It is very likely a planned strategy. They hated the Pakistan People’s Party
government as they hated Musharraf. Both resisted terror as best as they could. They also resisted
the enforcement of the Salafi brand of Islam and the schools akin to it. No doubt there is a majority
of Muslims in this country but they believe in the Quran and the teachings of the Prophet

Muhammad (PBUH), and do not believe in sectarian divide and conflict.

The appearance of the Black Brigade needs a serious notice. Is it there to show its power to the
political parties and to get their support? Are they testing the strength of the government and its
will to control? Are they building, and regrouping, in the time available during the interim

government with a limited mandate?
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The reason can be any of these or all of these. Whatcver the r.-'easonv.
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act before the malady. symbolised by Black Brigade becomes fatal this time-
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Flyovers, underpasses and the mess

smooth flow of traffic is a story of the past. The province of Punjab is in the grip of roads, flyovers

and underpass construction mania. Almost all major cities, and in particular, Lahore and

Rawalpindi are going through a phase of such extensive re-routing that one does not know how to
reach one’s destination. To top it all, there is a recent announcement that preparations to help
people go from one point to the other are not going to serve all objectives. For example, the well-
known Kalma Chowk in Lahore, which has construction going on all around it, is likely to create
new problems. The planners overlooked the fact that the two major towns, Model Town and
Gulberg, need a reasonable link. Now more underpasses and flyovers need to be constructed in

this area to link the two towns.
It is also being said that Chief Minister (CM) Shahbaz Sharif in his habitual frenzy ordered the
PC-1 for his *development concept’ to be prepared practically overnight, and it was approved
Jiterally first¢hing in the morning. When the Sharifs want to do something they go after it and have
it done. There is no doubt the project was going to need a colossal amount of steel. But the steel
supply could not have posed a problem because the chief minister has industrial connections with

groups that can meet all these needs.
Citizens are advised by advertisements to be patient, praise the chief minister, watch hundreds of
his cheerful photos and hope for the “best’. The best keeps on slipping from the target dates. In the
meantime, people’s vehicles have started to rattle because they have to cover distances on bumpy
under-construction roads. These vehicles are contributing massively to air pollution. Journeys have
become longer and longer due to traffic congestion, incurring more waste of petrol or diesel. More
fumes mean more health hazards. Of course, the most important is the huge waste of valuable

time.
I do not know about others, but | have seriously thought about my personal financial situation.

There was a time five years ago that | could drive a reasonable 1800 cc car and fill up the tank in

under Rs 2,000. Then, the price kept on rising but my income did not. Therefore, I decided to get
a 1600 cc car and still felt that my social status was not devastated, but the cost of fuel stayed
nearly within my limits. Then came the phenomenal rise in prices and the detours required by the
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obsess further icated by hours of being stuck in ghe congesy,
e Jrca e siwmﬂ bought an 800 csmall car. This is now my p,
of transportation, \Vh{dl stays Wi hin my means. The income has not tnplcd.. expenses ha\ e 1
moving from a middle class *sufaid posh’ (white collar) to someone struggling o survive ; =
have to seriously consider the motorbike or scooter option soon. In fact, a two-wheeler hag e
advantages in mobility through traffic, like the economy of fuel, and of course, ON€ €an loay - X
- Whole family on it and go for a picnic. ‘
: ing to the transport facilities planned by the Mr Shahbaz Sharif, 1 must gratefully recog,, e
the additional option after the two-wheeler option. Of course, the Metro Bus! So. this ig
futuristic idea of the CM. He has foreseen that with the rising prices the population Will have .-
consider the metro bus to g0 anywhere. He has also shown great farsight in connection Witk 4,
ming elections. The project will leave with him massive funds to prepare for the next electioy,
Contractors can be also given the 200d advice to show their support for the PML-N. This wijj 5
in the larger interest of the country. It is so because all great politicians have amassed mil};o,. :
) y make sure they continue 1o serve the poor masses. They even stack up huge asse,.
ensure their continuance of service. They also make every effort to keep those overse,,
st of the loop of power in the country because who knows what devastation to the syste,
be brought by the dual nationality status. However, the money they sent amounting 10 sever,.
dollars is okay and acceptable, but not the sender of the money.

again. It seems my mind has been deeply affected by the twists and tumns | have beg,

ng on the roads to go anywhere. Living in Model Town, | need to enquire every MoOrning abog,
changes in the routes. Sometimes. one has to travel a few miles in the opposite direction ang
 make a U-tumn. This is simple, but when you also have to go through the potholes, and yq,,
gets ready to be sent to the workshop. the development work starts to hurt.

e slopment work has also changed the face of the traditional city of Lahore. This city ha,
d a character known for several centuries. The Central Model School, the Government Colleg,
. the lower courts and several such buildings have archival value and symbolise an era
1 am sure a way could have been found in planning the Metro Bus that minimised th,
e to the classical ambience. The old cities in the world are protectively preserved fi
sm, nostalgia and to keep the memories alive. The city of Berkeley in California does ny

any change in the exterior because hundreds of thousands of students return to the familiy

ndings of their youth. Will Lahore retain its character in future? This is a question thal mug

1 only hope that the ambitious Metro Bus and the new road layout will make some ultimaz
and be of use 10 the people. The traffic problems needed to be addressed, and | hope the

on sought by the CM works.
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Is it CEC’s sense of humor?

Recently, the personality of the CEC has become a subject of some TV shows. At least one anchor
is most concerned. But there are others also. Some of the things quoted are funny.

In a TV programme this week a very senior journalist on phone from the USA mentioned an
interesting story. It goes like this: our wise journalist of ‘chirya’ fame was in a book show in
Karachi some weeks ago and there he met with the CEC. This is of course before Mr Najam Sethi
assumed the charge of Punjab chief minister for about 40 days. In the show under reference, it was
narrated by a distinguished journalist, Mr. Sehbai that Mr Fakhruddin G librahim, the CEC, asked
Mr Sethi, “Are the General Elections actually going to be held?”

Watching the TV show the anchor person, and Mr. Babar Awan the other participant, appeared to
be taken aback and so was . But later | wondered if the CEC’s question could be treated as a joke.
I don’t know what response Mr Sethi gave in response, or what his chirya reported, but I think the
question is not just a joke. It is a reflection of the state of cynicism in our nation. Even the Chief
Election Commissioner who is bound by the Constitution of Pakistan, and who has accepted the
responsibility to do so is so uncertain that he has to ask someone elsé about the situation of his
own assignment. Unfortunately, it also reveals a lack of confidence of the Chief has in himself. It
is he who should be dispelling the doubts and make people confident of the application of the
system. Why is he in doubt? If the story narrated by Mr Sehbai is true then our reSpected retired

jurist needs to ponder a bit.

Another story is taking rounds. This time again it is the CEC. It is said that the CEC was in a
reception where, on his way out, he met a very impressive army general. So the CEC met him with
courtesy and asked him to convey his best wishes to General Kiyani. The CEC did not realise that
he was giving this message to General Kiyani himself!

All such buzz is around because of the advanced age of the Mr Fakharuddin G Ibrahim, fondly
known as Fakhru Bhai. | hate discrimination on the basis of age. In fact, | am against ary kind of
discrimination, but unfortunately age discrimination and gender discrimination are most prevalent.
This is particularly so in jokes. There are many jokes at the expense of female gender, old age etc.
However, the fact is that our CEC is advanced in age, perhaps 87 years of age. It is not the ideal
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age 1o take bix Chl"ﬂlgﬂ, and, holding “fair and ﬁ.ee' elecn?ns is the blgSCS[
wonders if he actually realises how serious this assignment is!
Unfortunately, Mr Ibrahim came across as a very frail person when he found it d'mf“’l Cve,
read the name of the interim prime minister in front of the TV cameras- He 5‘8‘3}3, ‘,‘d He
prompted and still he did not know if the name was Khosa or Khussa or Khos;\_" 0 P from,
staffhe settled on Khoso and so the nime of the interim prime minister becam® ';;’V “S' :e inte, "
prime minister wouldn't be complaining, and must have understood. He Nmseii 1> 341G o

and highly experienced,
One wishes the interim set up and the CEC the best of everything. We wis i
£ood. and more so for the good of the country. But I cannot help saying that Ces ar,
once again, a failure of our politicians. The seasoned politicians take pri
the full constitutional term of five years, but they could not locate a few ¢2 dial
middle-aged peoplejout of the whole 200 million of population who could C.O'"dUCt 1€ € €Ction
No technocrats, businessmen, professionals, scholars, mafhagcmenr spec‘iahsls etc.? There are
several, civil or military, retired persons of recent years also, There must be SOM¢ lawmake,
attorneys of character. Someone could be trusted. Even the names suggested by the politiciap,
could not acquire consensus and the good old Fakhru Bhai had to intervene. All this speaks of 1,
distrust, and cynicism rooted in the national polity. Politicians are allergic to the armed forces p,,
still they need their help to conduct the elections. In fact, the only guarantor of the polling bogy,
safety can be the armed forces. What goes on prior to the voter entering the booth and afterwarg,
is not what the armed forces can take care off. In fact, all rigging happens before or after. 1y,
Chief Election Commissioner promises ‘free and fair’ elections and 1 would like to hope that p,
Kknows what he is talking about. He needs to understand that it is not only the polling day. the gy,
for rigging gets cast much earlier. Lot of people believe that a dye in favour of the “status quo’
already been cast. It is very likely that the people of Pakistan will have more of the same thing
12ain. The parties of ‘change’ like the APML, TI, MQM are trying their best, but so are the “stay
Juo” parties. My perception is that no one in this country is satisfied with the performance of 1,
utgoing national and provincial governments. In fact, people are completely fed up. But they v
Ot sce a “change’. Fakhru Bhai or the new set up may prove irrelevant.

=ople will have to be pro-active now without delay; watch their interest; recognise the tools of
rezing, and destroy them. If the people for “‘change’ are late this time then they may be ‘late’
ever. ’

- ghe CEC I can only say that its task is no joke, it is a very serious challenge and so it is for the
Fay interim governments. .
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Long March aftermath

Allama Dr Tahirul Qadri started the ‘Long March’ to Islamabad from Lahore on January 13 and
arrived in Islamabad the next night. There are.dnffergnt figures about the number of people in the
march that are being circulated. In a conservative esurpate. the actual number of men,
children, braving the weather at the D square and on J innah Avenue, was not less than 1 ?0,000, It
is also noteworthy that the numbers did not reduce }vuth the passage of time and actually increased
pecause new groups joined in. People were determined to stay until their de.mands were Fnet; thgy
were in high spirits and knew that ‘change’ was the only answer to the miserable quality of life

women and

they had been pushed into in the last five years.
The crowd was composed of many individuals who were not part of the Minhaj-ul-Quran set up.
However. they were there because the demands by made by Dr Qadri reflected their feelings and
experiences. His speeches and histrionics may have not impressed all but his demands did.

The unfortunate thing in the aftermath is that most of th.e TV anchorpersons, columnists and his
opponents criticised the person and personality of Dr Qadri. They hit the messenger carrymg.lhe
message of the people but ignored the importance of the message. 1 feel this is low calibre
criticism. The message is the most important. If the demands were not fair, constitutional, and
truly reflective of the sentiments of the people, then the political parties in government would not
have bowed down. They delayed and hoped that the long march would fizzle out, but there were
no signs of that. People in the sit-in were determined, resolute and peaceful but ready to face all
eventualities. The message finally went *home’ only on Dr Qadri’s final ultimatum when the risk

of a physical conflict arose.
At that point, the ‘democratic’ spirit of the parties in government woke up, thanks to Chaudary
Shujaat Hussain’s efforts. Ultimately, the ruling parties agreed to the demands. What wére the
demands? Here are these briefly:

I) The National Assembly shall be dissolved at any time before March 16, 2013, (due date), so
that the elections may take place within 90 days. One month will be given for the scrutiny of
nomination papers for the purpose of the pre-clearance of the candidates under Articles 62 and 63
of the Constitution so that the eligibility of the candidates is determined by the Election
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Commission of Pakistan. No candidate would be allowed to start the election campaigq untif
clearance on his/her eligibility is given by the Election Commission of Pakistan- ( This dem,,

was agreed and accepted as it is.) -

2) The treasury benches in complete consensus with the Pakistan Awami Tehreek (PAT)
propose names of two honest and impartial persons for appointment as the carctaker Phin,
minister. And that the proposed names will be forwarded after consultation with all stakehojg, ¢
and not by just the PPP and PML-N. (It was agreed that the caretaker prime minister woyl4 N
proposed after consultation with all parties and finalised in condultation with Dt Qadri; thys ,*
demand-was also agreed upon.)

3) Issue of composition of the Election Commission of Pakistan will be discussed at the
meeting on Sunday, January 27, 2013, 12 noon at the Minhaj-ul-Quran Secretariat. Subseg,
meetings, if any, in this regard will also be held at the Central Secretariat of Minhaj-ul-Qurz,
Lahore. In pursuaice to the agreement, the Law Minister will convene a meeting of the folloy,
lawyers: S M Zafar, Waseem Sajjad, Aitzaz Ahsan, Farough Naseem, Latif Afnd.é 7DrthKha’,5

» the Lay

Ranjha and Humayun Ahsan 1o discuss these issues. Prior to the meeting of Januarﬁ;e o the L
uary 3

Minister, Mr Farooq H Naek, will report the results of this legal consultation to t
meeting.

4) Electoral Reforms: It was agreed upon that the focus would be on the enforcement of electory
reforms prior to the polls on:

A. Articles 62, 63 and 218 (3) of the Constitution B. Section 77 to 82 of the Beprese"m“fm of
Peoples’ Act 1976 and other relevant provisions relating to conducting free, fair, just and honey
elections guarded against all corrupt practices.

C. The Supreme Court judgment of June 8, 2012 on the constitutional petition of 2011 must be
implemented in toto and in true letter and spirit.

5) With the end of the Jong march and sit-in, all cases registered against each other shall be
withdrawn immediately and there will be no act of victimisation and vendetta against either party,
or the participants of the march.

In my opinion, it is a tribute to Dr Qadri, and the ruling alliance that some issues of serious public
concem were settled, and a hope of 2 more credible democratic government in the future could be
entertained after the next elections.

The most disappointing reactions were the targeting of the person of Dr Qadri. The hate campaign
was led by the PML-N and its satellites. They find fault with his dual nationality, mannerisms
past contradictions, sources of funding, even his looks and gestures. | find such -reactions ven
petty. Let us look at the message, not just the messenger. The message is beneficial to the countny
The message is supported by millions who do not want to suffer the painful outcome of the
previous elections: no power, no gas, no employment, no law and order and so on and so forth Dr
Qadri showed the resolve to lead a strenuous, unparalleled long march, and achieved the result

without the loss of one drop of blood or damage to property. What does it matter if anyone finds
fault with his mannerisms or looks? He may not even contest the elections! | believe that he

‘ocomP

He

the

re to create ‘hope’ and that he did.
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lished something that other political leaders could not, and that is bothering his opponents.
did not lead the long march to set up power plants or gas pipe lines; in my opinion, he went
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The New Year and change

The New Year 2013 is here for all those fortunate individuals who have survived so far. Good luck
10 you. As the calendar has changed so has the political atmosphere. This year is special for
Pakistan. It is, therefore, necessary to look at the possible future scenarios.

At the time of writing this article, a large movement is building up for ‘change’
AllamaTahirulQadri- held 2 mammoth congregation at the Minar-e-Pakistan and demanded
electoral reforms before the next elections. The size of the congregation was so large that it was
thought to be in millions. In his speech, he gave a deadline and announced a ‘long march’ to
Islamabad if his demands were not accepted. The *long march’ is scheduled for January 14.

There are several reasons for the massive response AllamaQadri received. The public is so
disappointed by the mismanagement of the present federal and provincial governments that it just
cannot tolerate them anymore. An effort to bring a change is felt to be desperately needed.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf had been using the slogan of ‘change’, and it got some public support
as well, but as it moved on, its ability to change kept losing its credibility. The last straw on the
camel’s back was the declaration by the Taliban that they find Imran Khan acceptable with some
others like the Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-Islam, Jamaat-e-Islami and the PML-N. The populace of
Pakistan, already wary of the Taliban, started to move away after this information.

The APML of General (Retd) Pervez Musharraf started to fit the bill as his condemnation of the
attack on Malala was clear. He does not support the Taliban at all and he has an analytical,
nationalistic, and enlightened approach. Many Pakistanis thought that Pakistan could do better
under good leadership. Some started to move towards the APML. The period of Musharraf’s
governance left nostalgic memories and some people felt that they would be better off under
different leadership. People hoped that the change would be for the better,

These were some of the factors that worked in AllamaQadri’sfavour. However, the resources, the
skill in political management and media handling by his party cannot be underestimated. Such a
well-organised publicity campaign and management has rarely been seen.
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's sudden appearance after a long time gave some people the impression that it was
aodlunt' help for the miserable people of Pakistan. For some time, the federal and provincial

vernments seemed stunned. They could not believe the extent of discontent. If they were aware
M'p‘ubhc frustration, they did not expect that someone could rally the masses together. They
d;ought that they could keep Musharraf away by political manoeuvrings and underhand tactics of
‘yplal old-fashioned FIRs and mudslinging. They had assessed Imran Khan, prepared a counter-
offensive and hoped to control the elections to govern for another term. But the thrust by
A]!grngOdﬂ until then unknown, changed the scenario completely,

wﬁdou AllamaQadri stand for? He is known to have an ‘inclusive’ approach in religious
matters rather than an exclusive one. He supports harmony in different religious segments against
discord and animosity pcrpetuated by the Taliban and pro-Taliban political and religious segments.
He definitely wants a change in the electoral system to free people from the stranglehold of the
Jandlords and wealthy politicians. What he has not spelled out so far is how he wants to do it.

nt%my guess that Allama Qadri may seek an electoral reform favouring ‘Proportional
epresentation’ as against the winner take all approach. In proportional representation, every vote
atters and is reflected in the National Assembly. The highest recnplent of votes gets the votes for
prty The others also get the vote for their parties and seats in the assembly are divided in
50 yortion to the overall votes received by a party. AllamaQadri may demand the armed forces
udiciary to supervise the voting to avoid extortion. He may also demand an interim
iment of consensus at a wider level and not limited to only an agreement between the ruling
pﬁg and the opposition. If my guess is right and he succeeds in achieving these things, then we
/even see a new era of change.

fstrength to AllamaQadri’s narrative. The APML is the other pany that has announced its
cle L\sllpport to reforms. Both these parties are contnbutmg manpower to the march. The PML-Q
.n@gnoed its support, but it is not participating in the march.

s'ﬁfsingly, some sectors of the media are busy finding fault with the movement generated by
- AllamaQadri. They harp on minor things like his dual nationality, prolonged absence from the
coumry etc. What do all these objections matter if his movement does good to the country?

fs'lm wrltmg this article, the MQM chief, Altaf Hussain has raised an interesting point. He has

people that in 1947, Quaid-e-Azam took over as the Governor-General of Pakistan, a
yuon and his oath contained allegiance to the British Crown. Does this mean that he was
al to Pakistan? Nothlng could be more ridiculous. The dual nationality issue is ridiculous

uln any case. Pakistan survives on the billions of dollars sent by expatriates and the insecure

members of the National Assembly do not want them to compete in higher political positions! It
lsonlya ploy to keep persons who are more competent out of power.

hfm movements start unexpectedly. The basic requirement is mt.olerable conditions when the
masses believe there is nothing left to lose. This is the rcallty now. Pakistanis have lost electricity,
gas, income, security of life, jobs, education, the environment and so on. They are losing self-\
respect and the image of a workable nation. What more is there to lose?

ik
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Negotiating with terrorists

Once again, some political parties have offered ‘peace’ negotiations to the terrorists, and onc,
again, they have received a slap in the face. In fact, more than a slap, a bloody gift of dead bodie

The Awami National Party (ANP) of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa held an All Parties Conference (ANp,
and decided to invite the Taliban to negotiate. It may be remembered that the veil of Islam that 1,
Taliban wore to deceive the simple, religious-leaning people of Pakistan has been shredded i,
pieces by the combined statements of the country’s ulema and mashaikh. The true face of th,
terrorists is thus exposed.

The so-called “peace negotiations’ offer led by the ANP was the most disappointing act of
opportunism. The ANP has, for a long time, bravely confronted terrorists and eamned the respey
of the nation. This sudden U-turn could only be opportunism before elections. And who is the on,
receiving this offer? Who is the authorised leader of the terrorists? What authority does he hay.

from so many independent operators? What is their relationship with the Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJy

These are not the only questions, there are many more:

a. The Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) has called for the top three politicians of the countr
namely Mian Nawaz Sharif (PML-N), Maulana Fazlur Rehman (JUI-F) and Syed Munawar Hasa:
(JI), as guarantors from the government Who is going to be the guarantor for the TTP?

b. The offer of talks has come from Ehsanullah Ehsan, who has always accepted responsibility for
various terrorist attacks, including attacks on the security installations of Pakistan on behalf of th
TTP, slaughtering soldiers and killing high-profile politicians. Will Ehsan and other TTP leader
face the courts for gruesome acts they have been committing/accepting?

c. Presence of a convicted murderer Adnan Rashid with Ehsanullah Ehsan, while the latter offere!
talks, speaks volumes about the seriousness of their offér. Would Rashid be handed over to the |
government to fulfil judicial/legal requirements?

d. In their “message for peace’, the TTP vowed 1o attack another political party (MOQM), beside
dabelling Pakistani soldiers as “murtad’. This probably conveys that they would continue decidin
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who is right and who is wrong and violence would continue. In such circumstances, would
negotiations be successful?

e. Who was responsible for the failure of carlier peace agreements? Did the TTP ever fulfil its
obligations in accordance with various clauses of former agreements?

f. What is the TTP’s mind on compensation for loss of life and property that occurred during the
d«,‘.de-long terrorism?

g Will the TTP still attack girl’s schools in FATA/PATA or try to kill Malala Yousafzai when she
comes back?

h. Does the TTP look for some policy by the government of Pakistan for seeking state amnesty?

i. Will the TTP be ready to disband their outfit if the negotiations are successful?

There are several other points to be seriously thought about:

1. Would dialogue with militants who have killed thousands of Pakistanis in suicide bombings,
beheaded soldiers and bombed schools not amount to surrender by the state to them? Wouldn’t it
amount to selling the blood of thousands of men, women and children who have™fallen victim to

the insane violence?

2. Has the objective of the TTP, i.e. enforcing their brand of Islam, been achieved? If not, how do
they intend perusing their agenda in future? What is the real agenda behind their offer?

3. The TTP has not announced to renounce violence or lay down arms against the state. They have
not announced to accept a democratic form of government. In such circumstances, what will be

the outcome of such negotiations?
4. If assuming that all terms of the TTP are accepted by the government of Pakl;stan, would the

TTP wholeheartedly accept the constitution of Pakistan and the writ of the government and
renounce violence against the citizens of Pakistan? If not, would a compromise not amount to

legitimising violence? )
5. What is the basic motive behind calling for the top three politicians of the country as guarantors?
6. What formula do the political parties supporting negotiations have in their mind? What will be

the role of the TTP in future decision-making? Who will compensate/give justice to the relatives
of those who have been killed by the TTP?

7. Will society at large accept murderers, convicts and terrorists going scot-free as a result, of
conciliation or dialogue?

8. What will be the effect of dialogue on the anti-TTP militant groups like Ansar-ul-Islam? Would
it lead to infighting between various groups in order to prove their superiority?

9. How can the people of FATA, who have been the worst affected, be included in such
negotiations as stakeholders?

&
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In the last few weeks, the nation has gone through a renewed scene of horror and Killings of 4,
Hazara community. Terrorists strongly tried to fulfil the age-old dream of Pakistan’s enemies by

creating communal animosity.

Tjhc_H{lzam Shias acted peacefully, but firmly, in demanding justice. One takes the hat off tO the;,

discipline and patience in extremely trying and provocative circumstances. Even the spineles,

government of Pakistan was forced to take some measures. If this government does NOt succeey

in stopping the atrocities committed by the LeJ, then this government has no moral or leg,,

Justification to rule the country. In such a case, this government must resign. It has failed In ever,

field — the economy, law and order, welfare of the people and other matters related to it. g ;¢

known that the terrorists are clearly identified. Then why is there delay? Why is the political ejjy, April 26,2016

not ready to give full support to the armed forces to confront the terrorists? They want to cling o,

to their vested interests. They want to cling on to their benefits and comforts. It must be Clear},

understood that it is not only the ruling political parties who are guilty, the so-called ‘oppositioy

and the ‘guarantor’ parties, in particular, are equal partners in crime. Ifthey do not understand the,

they will not be clinging to their power base; they will only be clinging on to the mass of deay

bodies of innocent citizens. By the time this article is published, it is possible that an interim government of Pakistan may have
been sworn in. It is also possible that it may not have happened! It is interesting to know as to what

has been rumoured before the ‘interim government’ and what can take place afterwards. .

Interim government, before and after

At the time of writing of this article, a host of names is cropping up as potential prime ministers

of the interim set-up. The list started with the name of Honourable Justice Nasir Aslam Zahid and

two others. Mr Mehmood Khan Achakzai’s name also appeared. It was followed by a host of other
names. Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan volunteered to become the interim prime minister and solve all

problems facing the country in a very short while! Recently, some lesser known names have been
coming up. Finally, six names were under consideration. It is also said that MrTahirulQadri will
have to make a nod. This was an arrangement agreed upon after the ‘Long March’. There is not
much talk about it anymore. The consent and agreement of all political parties, the opposition, and
government seems like a very tall order. These parties are known for only agreeing to disagree!
However, the only compulsion that may keep them together will be that if they do not arrive at
consensus then they lose their right at midnight of March 16, 2013, and the responsibility of
nominating an interim prime minister passes on to the Chief Election Commissioner via first the

parliamentary committee.

In such a sitoation, some legal experts think that a prime minister will need to be there without any
gap as a constitutional requirement. Now either the parliamentary committee does it or the Chief
Election Commissioner does it. Some legal minds say that the election commission can take up to
a maximum six days to nominate the prime minister. So there are options and complications and

the matter is not as simple as some may have thought.

* Once the interim government is in place its prime responsibility is to hold ‘free and fair’ elections

according to the constitution of Pakistan, which is again a very tall order, and there will be very
few lucky candidates who pass the test of Article 62 and 63. However, the interim government
will need to take care of the ‘day to day’ affairs as well. This includes law and order and the
economy. They will also need to pass the budget, which is to be presented in the month of May.
‘These are no small tasks. In reality, the interim government will need to shoulder all the
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. But is it the system o
d order and the econom,
handing over of Gwag,

the few things that g,

nation must mature and entrench the democratic traditions. The faults in the cun'en‘; democr,
system notwithstanding, this is the only system for change and it should be protected. There ,
no doubt, challenges to the system and many feel that it has failed
governance that has failed? Primarily, it seems to be governance. Law an
are the biggest casualties. There is very little to commend. Perhaps the
port for management to China, the agreement of gas supply with Iran are the
hope. Some provincial governments, particularly Punjab, have tried to alleviate 4 few problem,
Punjab has concentrated on resolving traffic and transport issues in the urban centres, Which i,
good. However, much more needs to be done in all other areas like health, poverty alleviation
power generation, law and order, education and so on.

On a national level the role of the overseas Pakistanis needs to be treated fairly. The Pakistap,
Diaspora is in a large number. Away from home their attachment with the homeland become,
extremely strong. They save every penny and send it to Pakistan. Last year’s figure was g,
astounding $ 31 billion. This flow of funds has been the mainstay of Pakistan’s economy. Why
do these individuals feel when they are told that they cannot participate in serious decision making
in the country? Even a system to help them vote is not well organised. Why is it s0? Why do we
suspect their loyalty? Are we slaves to the systems in India? In the United States, the Govemnor of
California Amold Schwarzenegger, once an Austrian citizen, served a full term.

Why are we shy of using our experts? If a distinguished doctor, engineer, economist. reSCarC_her.
diplomat or any other expert can help the country, why should he be deprived of holdu}g a position
of high responsibility? Are we so insecure to feel that a member of the Diaspora will run away
with the country’s assets? Then why is their financial contribution acceptable? Are we trying to
keep internationally recognised expertise away and live in our pool of mess? Also look at it from
the perspective that a large number of our *law makers’ are ill-educated and some even have fake
degrees. Do we want to perpetuate this situation and shy away from contemporary knowledge and
expertise? Pervez Musharraf supports the rights of the Diaspora to the fullest extent and has
proposed even reserved seats for them, which is a good step.

I think it is time that we grow out of phobias, stop mudslinging and covert activities, shed the
clichés of “dictatorship® and try to bridge the divide. The country has suffered because of
*exclusivist’ attitudes. There is a divide in religious sects, regions, colour, young.and old,
languages, biradaries and so on. A nation is built by inclusive attitudes, by taking pride in human
and material assets, and their optimum use.

It is time we broadened our perspective and if Musharraf can contribute to the betterment of the,
people and the country, it should be encouraged, and the same goes for anybody who is sincere,
capable and honést.

&
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The interim government awaited!

In my article last week, I looked at the options for the appointment of the interim prime minister
and his cabinet. An interim government could have been in place on March 16 or 17 if sharp
differences in the opinions of the treasury and opposition had not taken place. But a consensus was
not to be! While this article is being written all constitutional options are being exhausted and it is
possible that by the time it is published, at least an interim prime minister may be finally in place.
It is generally believed that political parties are not likely to reach an agreement and the Election
Commission of Pakistan will need to pick up a name from the list considered by the Parliamentary
Committee. Whether there are real differences or it is a ‘nurakushti’ for public consumption is part
of the buzz around. Openly only one deal has been talked about; that if the Pakistan People’s Party
gets its choice as the Punjab interim chief minister then the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz can
have its choice of the federal position of the interim prime minister or vice versa. There are other

rumours to add to the spice in the menu.

It is also said that the delay has been caused because the current political powers want to hold on

to their positions until after March 24. This is interpreted by some as the desire to control the

March 23, 2013 jalsa scheduled at the Minar-e-Pakistan by Imran Khan of the Pakistan Tehrik-e-
Insaf. The other desire is to create maximum hurdles at the time of the arrival of the former
president Syed Pervez Musharraf in Karachi on March 24. This is the way of politics here! How
can the Election Commission control these kinds of riggings? Neither Khan nor Musharraf will
change their programmes. Musharraf has already proceeded for Umra and he will catch his flight
on the 24th to Karachi. Musharraf’s visit to Saudi Arabia is also interpreted as an assurance from
one of the most powerful supporters and friends of Pakistan. It may result in committing safe
passage and freedom to Musharraf on his return. He also plans to visit the Mazar-e-Quaid the same
day. As he has been granted bail in the cases he will be free to move about. Khan is holding his
major gathering after the intra-party elections at Minar-e-Pakistan Lahore, and he will not change
his plans. Any attempt to disrupt these programmes will be an obvious interference and reflective
of the insecurities of the men in power. If we want democracy to flourish then the politicians in
power and in opposition have to learn to ensure a level playing field for all. The Election
Commission has also given the schedule for filing of papers by candidates. The date of polling has
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been announced as May 11, 2013. The only remaining decnsnon is the interim pnme minister! ¢
the interim prime mifister takes over by the publication of this article then the stage is set.

As far as the people at large are concerned they have hopes for ‘change’. They want change ang
any effort to force a status quo will take that ‘hope’ away and nations cannot survive without hope

For some reason, there is prevailing about the actual holding of the elections. Severa)
people for some reason doubt if elections will be held at all. Could there be any solid reason?

One factor is menuoned thlt the law and order situation will deteriorate fast during the interim

government because of its limited powers. It is yet to be seen as to what will be the effect of the

boycott and “sit in” by the Pakistan AwamiTehrik of Dr TahirulQadri. There is no doubt that Dr

Qadri has the following to make his protest visible and impressive. This time he may not rely on
- assurances by the government of the time. The credibility is lost. .

The latest case filed in the court by the veteran politician Dr Mubashnr Hassan points at huge
funding intended to rig the elections.

Could these factors create an effect that postpones the elections? So far it is anybody’s guess. Can
a constitutional way be found to justify postponement of elections and extension in time? If it
happens at all then it will open a whole new Pandora’s Box. Extensions or postponements wil]
then be expected for a fairly long time. The logic will be that country’s economy and law and order
is in such a dire state that actions to correct this situation must take priority over elections. The
fact is that the majority of the people may even show little love for elections if their life continues
to be miserable. Any government that helps them survive, or alleviates their miseries will be more
acceptable than an unpredictable election result.

While one hopes for the nice things like the strengthening of democracy to happen, it is also
necessary to ook at the ground realities of the conditions prevailing in the country and the
challenges faced by its populace. The sailing may not be as smooth as it appears on the surface.
There can be turbulences ahead.

As | reach the closing of this article, there are strong rumours circulating that on Saturday an
interim prime minister will be nominated and it could be Mr Ishrat Hussain, the former Governor
State Bank of Pakistan or Justice Khosa. The readers are likely to know the selection this Saturday.
Que sera sera...whatever will be, will be!
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] reecnt happemng that | am referring to you is clear from news in the Daily Times of 9 March
}2‘0]&page BS, which reads as under:

il
wi appoints committee of scholars to prove Hindus are descended from India’s first
é.lnbitanu”

lshe trying to achieve is not as innocent and harmless as it may seem to be.

tis 'ver to steal the heritage of Indus Valley. For centuries the Hindutva believers have done so.
5 ed for some milleniums but ultimately the world historians were forced to re-write the
bﬁ,gfﬁy books when Harrappa and Moenjodaro were discovered and the Harrapp/Indus Valley
Pc ilization was recognized. The perspective completely changed. It was the defeat of the
Mutva believing Arian decendants. They had propagated that before 1500 BC was a dark penod
%joo'yurs and then the Arian/Hindus brought the ‘light’ for the rest of the world. There is no
7 S'mg the contribution of the Arians who had arrived from the caucuses. Arians preserved some
jom and culture of the Indus Valley people but denied the ancesstory.’ This is what Modi is
: ,&ymg once again to consolidate his hindutva support.

ﬂbyullmg them ‘Mad’. They may be mad but there is method in their madness and they are focused
~and cause long term harm. Such people align with extremists of the ‘right’, generate hate and
n gitivnty and use these powers to perpetuate their control. They continue their ‘mad’ rule-and
leave a damaged society, living in fear, for a long time. Close to our experience: Zia transferred
_power to half educated mullahs NOT, real religious scholars who understood the message of

’ kmcc. peace and love. He *gifted” Mudresahs to continue to inject the half backed poor young

le into the society. These youngster had little understanding of the message of Almighty but
med power on the basis of memorizing without comprehending. Such individual end up using
rehglous power and damage the society, as well as the individuals, without guilt. The
ians use such groups for their perpetuation indiscriminately. The damage is done.
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Wanted to share my observation and experience of Pakistan’s cultm'a] evolutlon and
ut due to certain life events and hectic nature of my routmes, it fook me a Iot of time
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Iément in their new land. The creatton of Pakistan had come with its own setup and
ts that all post-colonial and newly mdependcnt nattons hpve in oommon. o A
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ot created in a vacuum; it emerges from a society. The culture, m tum, glves btrth toa

>, as the scientists on the subject have determined. The other major and extremely
‘efement in the development of ‘culture’ is heritage. The new nation had the distinction
'e heritage of the humanitys first civilisation, the ‘Harappa Civilisation” also known
tt;,Valley Civilisation’ which developed in continuity from 8000 BC Whatever emerged
d what we are talking about, developed on the historic bed of Indus Valley, Anan
tjglhtsm, European/Bntlsh and the Islamic background. A i s

ure of this land if left on its owu But it is for the leaders and government to encourage
t and give it a direction.
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ry to narrate all the step ta

As for the Paki vernment participation is concerned, I will t
e : n and society stand.

as far as | know. Then it is for you to evaluate as to where the natio
948 in Lahore ~

The first ever initiative to develop the expression of culture was made in / ' n
expression of a people’s culture is made through its arts i.e. the visual arts, per forming arts,_ ¢,
folklore and language. |

Two persons must be remembered for this initiative. These were Mr Abdul Rahman Chugp,, '
man of international fame in visual arts and his friend Syed Imtiaz Ali Taj, a man of Intematiq,,
fame in performing arts. They thought of setting up an institution dedicated to the Promotion
the Arts in the new nation to give it an identity. They met likeminded persons, like Justice g,
Rahman, Mian Mumtaz Daultana, MrFaiz Ahmed Faiz, MrZafarul Ahsan and some educa‘mn.;

and civil servants and resolved to form ‘Pakistan Arts Council® at Lahore.

They were allotted premises at 68 The Mall Lahore. A building, which most likely, belongeq ,,
Rai Bahadur Saran Das was named ‘Alhamra’. It is said that before independence, this buud,_-,g
had been dedicated by the owner 1o run a school for teaching dance. The Alhamra was INdUgurate,
By the then Governor General, Khawaja Nazimuddin, on 10th December 1949. This was 1,
beginning of governmental support. It was followed by the Pakistan Arts !
Karachi and Peshawar on similar names. Th{je organisations had a token of financi
the Pakistan Government. More organisations grew later on.

Soon a commission was appointed by the Government, in Gen Ayub Khan’s times, which inclugey
men of istinction and vision, like Justice SA Rahman and Syed Imtiaz Ali Taj, and representative;
from all provinces of Pakistan to give recommendations on how to develop arts in Pakistan. Th.
subject of “culture’ at that time was part of the Ministry of Education, and it was headed by N,

al support fro,

SM Sharif. The recommendations were accepted and a countrywide network of art organisation

came into existence. They continued to work as best as possible. It is not in the scope of this article
10 evahuate their achievements. At this time the Pakistan Government also took a major decision
10 build up cultural relations with friendly countries. These organisations contributed in this
program of cultural exchanges while it was in a nascent stage. | was appointed to be the Secretar,
of Alhamra after MrFaiz Ahmed Faiz had left due to health problems and I had returned frqm the
USA after my graduation in Theatre Arts. While 1 was concentrating on the development of local
programs and planning the new building for Alhamra, a very maior decision regarding
international cultural relations was taken. Pakistan decided to build pgople to people friendship
with China. This was a very major assignment. | was given the challenge to build up, and train s
troupe truly representative of all parts of the country. | found it also necessary to understand the
Chinese revolution and the post-revolution nation. After appropriate research and lot of training
in creative themes and compositions, and a great deal of cooperation from East Pakistan, and
particular help from the Bulbul Academy a troupe was put together with 46 members of the top
performers and the thematic ballets created by me. We toured for 5 weeks and the reports by the
Chinese Government and Gen Raza, Pakistan’s ambassador gave glowing tributes which arc pan
of the Government records. There have been numerous other exchanges which 1 am aware of or
have been actively associated with. The details of these programs are beyond the scope of this
article.

»

Council at Dhaka a,,, |
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A|,“.|'ga-students

In 1970, MrFaiz Ahmed Faiz was appointed the Chairman of a commission on culture to advise
‘he..;"éb'emment for the future course of action. This commission made comprehensive
recommem:!ations. It suggested an organisational chart, reccommending the establishment of “The
N.ﬁ'oﬁﬂCouncil Of the Arts’ as the top organisation and all other organisations to fit into the
. Each province was to have a ‘Provincial Organisation” linked to the National Council and
S th. The National Council Of the Arts Act 1973 was passed thereafter. MrFaiz Ahmed Faiz
e eased out and given a larger title and bureaucratic influence took over the National Council
of The Arts. No major development took place for a long time and I presume routine matters must
pave continued.
1 90 ,',:lh(ishwarNaheed, the Director General at that time, succeeded, after great effort, in getting
jand. V!oﬁed from Benazir Bhutto for the National Council of the Arts, where it exists today. It
relﬂ‘ﬁ‘“.’" pathetic site for a decade. In August 2007, in the times of Gen. Pervez Musharraf, |, as,
ths:@;i_ef Executive of the Council, succeeded in completing the building of the Art Gallery and'
Center for Performing Arts.The architect, Nacem Pasha and Project Engineer Col Mohammad
jad worked with full enthusiasm to achieve the target. It can be rightly called a landmark in the

Am
history and a symbol of Pakistan Government’s interest.

q, itshould not belittle the great effort made by the ‘Loke Virsa’ in an extremely important
. With persistent efforts by Uxi Mufti and his colleagues, the Loke Virsa Museum started to
e | A/

- TR o s )
Thﬁ%‘ many other government-supported organisations which should be considered. The
Government in itself went through changes by setting up an ¢ndependent Ministry of Culture and
then n ‘l;'pga combined Ministry of Information, Heritage and Culture.

vant to leave the Government effort alone and let us look together at the private initiatives.
is by a private initiative that Noor Jehan, Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, Roshan Ara Begum, Sadequain,
Ami Minwala, Faran Tahir, Chinoy, and many others reached excellence. It is the continuance of
Melas and Urs which represent the free spirit of the people and see them in jubilation or ecstasy.
This is people’s effort which is highly productive but also very highly threatened.

ol s
I said ‘threatened’ and | mean it. They are threatened and even ‘terrorised’. The segment of society

engaged in creative arts, particularly the performing arts is looked down upon. The so-called
*pious’ majority of the society finds them unacceptable. A boy or a girl from the so-called ‘good
family’ is not supposed to marry any performing artists. An actor is at best enjoyed as an

entertainer not really respected as a thinking person.

This is social terrorism.
Wt:remc rightists in our society would declare a photograph as ‘haraam’, and sometime later,
hustle to get their face into the camera range.
T Jis 4
A'%lled *Alim’ would declare the use of loudspeaker as *haram’ and later on buy the most
oty Sl

powerful speaker for his address.

i
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Hundreds of thousands of *‘Madaris’ would come into existence but on¢ film training insgy,
would not.

The majority of madaris teach an extremist version of Islam. There is hardly any €mphag;,
*Haqooqullbad’. They induct millions of young radicalised individuals into socLet)' and |
influencing it. They create a bed for various levels of terrorism and sleeper cells. The soft 4
are those involved in arts and culture.

Ly,

TRe

ces the quality negat;y,

|

The decision maker is the ‘rating system’ which is flawed and influen é
be understood, respecy,. |

{

!

The advertiser and therefore “capital’ has taken over. If *culture’ is to
and a nation is to be built then the national leadership must know how to do .
In the past 70-years, there has been some attention to this, but much more is require

do it and decide to g ]

Lal Masjid rules, and is built quickly. It is supported by Government but the Pakistan Nay; on,
Council of Arts and the National Art Gallery have to wait 21 years. ‘
with contempt. T3 |

The one dedicated to preserving musical treasures is called a ‘mirasi’ QR CITF
particular attitude sums up the powerfu! minority of conservatives in the society- er_as Meg;
*heritage”. This powerful section looks down upon those who are preserving some heritage |,
not just an unhealthy but a very sick segment of society which needs to learn t0 respect and oy,
the national heritage. We need to own the fact that we have the heritage of the Ha.fappa' /Indy |
civilisation. We are from the land that brought culture and civilisation to all huma{"f)’ . “ € hay, |
failed on Government Level, as well as on private level to even have ‘Harappa orginal g,
properly preserved and recorded in the world conservation list. ‘

Our existence, particularly cultural existence is the target of extremists. 1 cannot call extremig,
and terrorists as Muslims because they are as far from the message of Islam as anyone can be. y,
must understand they are traders of fear. They do hardly meution the God who is ‘Rahim’, and i
who loves HIS creation. Who is ‘Jameel’ and loves ‘Jamal’, who does not allow the killing of op,

by, other, who insists on, forgiveness, and allows living according to one’s believes and, v,
repeatedly says that = | have not appointed you a ‘Darogha’ over others™. |

I could go on, but this should be a sufficient indicator of what | mean.

We need to do much more.

Our politicians and leaders need to take a greater responsibility. They are lawmakers. I reque
them to understand that jalsas, emotiona! speeches, and rallies will not develop the culture that y,
need.

Only a massive revision of the educational system and the textbooks can do it which imparts
understanding and. value of heritage, and young people taught real history and not brainwashe
with distorted history. They need to understand that message of Islam reached the sub-contines
through Bibi Pak Daman and Data Sahib much before any warrior entered Sindh. They need!
understand that all arts originated in the Indus Valley, and the whole world benefited from thes
They need to know that no archaeologist has found an instrument of war or signs of conflict in
Indus Valley civilisation before the arrival of Arians. We have thousands of years of a traditton of

—
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ace, PBSpitality and humility. It was this peaceful nature of the people that they welcomed the
'F:: essgge ‘?_frlslam.
These are sor
'cu‘m‘:e' is to be undFrslood. rgspccted. gnd a nation is to be built then the national Icaqership
now how to do it and decide to do it. In the 70 years, there has been some attention but

is required.

e of the elements of our great heritage.

if
must K
much more
Finally the role of media in the development of arts and culture. Traditionally, near the time of
freedom, Radio pioneered. It promoted arts and artists and took pride in high-quality content and
'os,’,'mming. On the arrival of TV a great thing happened; which is that the artists started to have
:dcceﬂt means of livelihood. A career could be possible and some respectability was available.

Now there is a free for all. The 100 plus channels do more damage to society than the good. The
Jeaders behave obnoxiously sometimes and make a fool of themselves. Mostly the content of their

conversation lacks solid reasoning expected of them.

The E;ééision maker is the ‘rating system” which is flawed and influences the quality negatively.
The advertiser and therefore ‘capital’ has taken over.

The ?qhdnnels' have shown little sense of social responsibility.

They continue (o repeat useless ‘breaking news’ repeatedly. They pick up on the worst and
sensational and repeat it a million times. The channels propagate depression in the society. They
do not understand this creates anxiety, dissatisfaction, anger and disappointment in large numbers.
This starts reflecting on the individual behaviour. A common example is the road rage and

intolerance.

Our leadership has to take cognisance. Our elected representatives must understand this
responsibility and raise their voice. Their voice is not meant for just ‘AvayeeAvay ... sada so and
so ... avayeeavay They are custodians of our trust and they must perform in supporting the real

culture.

Well designed, balanced education is the most important means. Currently, it is most confusing.
Our national and mother tongues are fading. These form the roots of heritage and culture. There is
a real threat to the script. We need to take a decision about the script whether roman or
Persian/Arabic is to be promoted. We need to learn from other countries who have survived these

threats.

* Nations are built on the quality of education and dissemination of quality information. National

understandings are built by letting its scholars be present in foreign universities to create an
understanding of our national character and culture. We all know that most of the seats for Pakistan

in the international universities are vacant.

Our national culture needs to be owned and identified in the perspective of our heritage. We all
need to take the responsibility to preserve and promote.
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In 70 years we have done some, but much more is required to be done. Of course, the ma
responsibility is to the decision makers. They need to analyse with the /e/p of expert S, Chapn
course of action, and do what needs to be done. A well thought out basis needs to be identifieqg
then all of us collectively should build and take pride in our culture and arts and the < haracye,

our nation.
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April 17,2018
A “Zainab” will be raped and murdered again.

Unfortunately, so it seems.
In February 2018, the tragic story of an under ten years old Zainab hit the headlines. Zainab was
raped, murdered and thrown in a garbage dump in the city of Kasur.

Civil society, media persons, almost every one, was shocked. In the media some were genuinely
concerned and disturbed and many used it as a sensation for ‘ratings’ and for advertisement

revenue on electronic media.

Zainab was an innocent, charming child of about eight years. Her parents seemed religiously
inclined. Her parents left for Umra leaving her at home with some people, probably relatives and

friends.
Umra is a sacred wish of Muslims but it is not a part of * Haqooqullah™ which means rights due to
Almighty. On the other hand, taking care of children, is a priority in * Haqooq ul Ibad” which
means rights due to fellow humans and on top of these are rights towards children and parent. As
far as | understand the Almighty indicates that fulfillment of ‘Haqooq ul Ibad’ must take priority.
Why could the parents not take their child along? Parents were not going on a honey moon! If
Zainab was along she would have been initiated into Muslim sacred places. Finances don’t seem
to matter because her ticket would be just ten percent. | find it hard to understand the mindset of
such parents. It seems hard hearted carelessness unless otherwise proved. They were punished and
will suffer all their life for the neglect and heartless carelessness.

When the whole world cried on the tragedy of Zainab a CCTV, street camera, recording appeared
showing Zainab holding the hand of someone and playfully walking in the street. She was probably
holding the hand of her predator. After this Zainab’s body was found in the garbage dump.

Society shouted, it screamed. There was nothing more urgent than the tracing of the rapist killer.
For once it seemed that the conscience of the society had woken up. Many journalists looked in
depth. The molestation of boys also got attention also, which was otherwise a routine matter and
almost forgotten. The depth and organization of this criminal act was spotted and found to be much

more organized, more spread out and almost a big business.
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There was so much noise that even the otherwise sleepy government functionaries woke up fro.
their slumber. Politicians were being accused by media. Social Media even spotted people frop,
the government party to be shareholders in the morbid pedophile business. The business seem,,
deeply rooted with international connections. The torture, rape, killing were filmed and were |,
source of enjoyment of the sick, very sick minded people, round the world. 1 nvestigay;,
Journalists indicated that centers of business were many but Kasur seemed to be the biggest.
Zainab tragedy resounded and would not 20 away. The pressure built up to the extent that Py, ja
politicians, Chief Minister and the bureaucracy was forced to take action. DNAs of seve,
suspects were collected. All media and society demanded action from the government g5,
punishment for the culprit. Society desired exemplary punishment. Some desired public hangip,
All focus was on punishment and revenge by the society. Finally culprit was identified. Case
brought to court and accused, one Imran, was ordered to be given death. He was suspected to be a

part of a mafia. Imran appealed against it but appeal was rejected.

€
b

Silence has followed since then. The mafia is not in focus. Nobody knows what happ?"f‘dl ',0 the
culprit. Media got busy with usual scandals and political bickering. If a mafia was InVolved ,,

escaped focus. Life was as usual again.
ave been designeg

The morbid illness of the society will continue to exist. No long term measures h
ped and murderey

Another ‘Zainab’ and possible many innocent girls and boys will be molested, ra : "
in days to come. Members of the society and authority are out of focus and pedophiles Will g,

back to their business with more caution. That is why I say:
*“A *Zainab® will be raped, murdered, and found in garbage”.

Thereis no doubt that the culprit MUST be given exemplary punishment. A!l his accomplices
should be caught and the law should be implemented firmly, and publicised to create ap

example, a deterrent.
All this must be done but this is not all. Much more is required.

The recurrence can be avoided if those who are responsible for social peace, and law and order
have a resolve to remove or, at least reduce, the basic illness in the society with long term measures,
The crime is committed sometimés due to born mental defects. Unfortunately, most of these
mental disorders are created, by the society. These are mostly initiated by the mistreatments of the

young by elders.
How does the criminal intent and mental disorder develop?

I would like to refer my readers to an article in Daily Times of February 28 by Mr. Aamer Sarfraz
entitled “Psychopathology of a serial killer” on page A6. As a specialist Mr. Sarfraz made a ver,

o7 - l“f
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hed porn together and planned to make videos of their victims and sell those on the Internet

waltc ”
as an alternate career

The criminal Imran Al narrated the details of the crime qnemotionally to Mr. Anwar Sarfraz. He
prutally killed without any feeling at all. Dr. Sarfraz did an extremely valuable service to the
society asa professional psychologlst_and deeply appreciated it as a student of psychology myself.
His concluding paragraph also needs immediate attention.

Quote “Imran Ali is a heartless, manipulative individual with blunted emotions, impulsive
inclinations and inability to experience guilt or remorse.”....... * at a subconscious level, he was
perhaps trying to punish his family, the society and the law enforcing agencies for robbing him of
the childhood due to his innocent wish to be a ‘naqeeb’. Psychopaths and serial killers may also
have some damage to the frontal lobe, hypothalamus and limbic system of their brain........ 4

Unquole.

The case of Imran Ali the serial Killer is much beyond repair and the right action is to implement
the law and the death sentence be executed as soon as possible. It should be done in a way that it
is seen as a deterrent for all such criminals. Several innocent girls are still being raped and killed.
«Zainab” is a symbol. In addition, many young boys are meeting similar fate. The sexual abuse of
boys goes mostly unnoticed. Boys are abused in a very large number and mostly by those who
claim to be protectors of religion. Society jokes about it! s it a Joke? See the product of this misuse

in Imran Ali!

As far as social conscience is concerned, the response is disappointing. The matter of Zainab got
the attention of the civil society. So much noise was made that even an otherwise sleepy
pureaucracy, and absent minded politicians were jolted. Police ran about and found the culprit.
Case was presented to the court and death sentence was announced. Then the appeal was rejected.

Immediately the civil society went back to its slumber.

There is hardly any mention of what happened afterwards. Although more cases of rape and
murder are being reported. Is the matter being hushed up? Is the money and power taking control
of the conscience of the society? What happened to the journalists? Has the crime mafia taken

control? It seems so.
So if I suspect that more ‘Zainabs’ will continue to be raped and killed is a very likely scenario.

However I would not like to believe that this can be what society is willing to tolerate. As yet [ am
not disappointed in the conscience of the society to this extent. It may be close but not yet there.

Let me humbly contribute as to what needs to be done.

The intensity of quick action taken in the case of Zainab must continue. All such criminals must
be identified throughout the country and brought to books. The law must be VISIBALLY
implemented. It is not known as to what happened to so publicized criminal Imran Ali! In the short
term what we need is an operation like *Zarb e Azb” and *“rad ul Fasad” throughout the country.

valuable contribution in understanding the article should be read in entirety by all those who want
the crime to be checked. I quote 2 paragraphs:

~“Imran’s frustration with his lack of progress in a naqabat career grew over the years along with
the sexual abuse he had suffered as its price. After puberty, he becomes a fringe member of this
group who now trapped other victims but prostituted themselves if short of cash. They also
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uhd

s, educationists, religio,
r Sarfraz points out lha,. j sk}

In the long term we need to set up a board of psycho Analysts, therapist
ducation a taboo, 5 the

scholars and legal experts, to initiate a policy of social reform. As Aame
we are “living in a society that is increasingly religious and considers sex ¢
mercy of the police who are inefficient and frequently complicit™

The growth of energy in the young must be recognized. It is a fact that energy is Part of the growy i

that almighty gives to the humans and all living beings. The ‘libido’, the energy of the sexual driy, R

as a component of the life instinct, is part of it and the families and societies must reCO8MIZE ang s

sublimate it as their duty. Rejection causes frustration and anger. Exploitation like "’1] the case of § J;" 2
ety April 20,2018

Imran Ali ensures criminal behavior and unconscious hate for society. Awarene ek

growth, and youthful consciousness, is an essential part of individual’s life, and (‘ihe f:;f:ieiﬁgs o(;u'd

design educational programs and domestic awareness in elders for the unders . n ’ .
2 p es If any claimant o Tackling rape menace

R

Religions aim at improving human attitudes and making a better society. 1t any = <%
religious understanding causes damage to society then he/she is unknowingly failing in its duty ,;4»,‘;._“;.
All media-men, at all levels including writers, comperes, owners, and advertisers Carnnol be s
hort-term linanciz) We need another ‘Radd-ul-Fasaad’ against rape and rapists

absolved of their social responsibility. Careful evaluation of the effects _of S
gains must be made. It should be ensured by all individuals that by their ac

interest of the society is not compromised.

tion the long-temy,
In February 2018. the tragic story of an under ten years old Zainab hit the headlines. Zainab was

mped).murdg;ed and thrown in a garbage dump in the city of Kasur.

' Civil society. media persons, almost every one, was shocked. In the media some were genuinely
~ “concerned and disturbed and many used it as a sensation for ‘ratings’ and for advertisement

reveripe on electronic media.

Z:li'ﬂ;b was an innocent. charming child of about eight years. Her parents seemed religiously
inclined. Her parents left for Umra leaving her at home with some people, probably relatives and

friends.

Umra is a sacred wish of Muslims but it is not a part of * Haqooqullah™ which means rights due to

Almighty. On the other hand, taking care of children, is a priority in ** Haqooq ul Ibad” which

| means rights due to fellow humans and on top of these are rights towards children and parent. As
far as [ understand the Almighty indicates that fulfillment of “Haqooq ul Ibad’” must take priority.
Why could the parents not take their child along? Parents were not going on a honey moon! If
Zainab was along she would have been initiated into Muslim sacred places. Finances don’t seem
to matter because her ticket would be just ten percent. | find it hard to understand the mindset of

/ such parents. It seems hard hearted carelessness unless otherwise proved. They were punished and

v i
' will suffer all their life for the neglect and heartless carelessness.

When the whole world cried on-the tragedy of Zainab a CCTYV, street camera, recording appeared
showing Zainab holding the hand of someone and playfully walking in the street. She was probably
holding the hand of her predator. After this Zainab’s body was found in the garbage dump.

Society shouted, it screamed. There was nothing more urgent than the tracing of the rapist killer.
For once it seemed that the conscience of the society had woken up. Many journalists looked in
depth. The molestation of boys also got attention also, which was otherwise a routine matter and
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almost forgotten. The depth and organization of this criminal act was spotted and found to be m, h

more organized, more spread out and almost a big business.

There was so much noise that even the otherwise sleepy government functionaries Woke up fro,
their slumber. Politicians were being accused by media. Social Media even spotted people fio,
the government party to be shareholders in the morbid pedophile business. The business seemey
deeply rooted with international connections. The torture, rape, killing were filmed and were
source of enjoyment of the sick, very sick minded people, round the world. Investigati,
Journalists indicated that centers of business were many but Kasur seemed to be the biggest. The
Zainab tragedy resounded and would not go away. The pressure built up to the extent that Punjgy
politicians, Chief Minister and the bureaucracy was forced to take action. DNAs of severy)
suspects were collected. All media and society demanded action from the government ang
punishment for the culprit. Society desired exemplary punishment. Some desired public hanging
All focus was on punishment and revenge by the society. Finally culprit was identified. Case wag
brought to court and accused, one Imran, was ordered to be given death. He was suspected to be 5
part of a mafia. Imran appealed against it but appeal was rejected.

Silence has followed since then. The mafia is not in focus. Nobody knows what happ?NCd 10 the
culprit. Media got busy with usual scandals and political bickering. If a mafia was involved j
escaped focus. Life was as usual again.

The morbid illness of the society will continue to exist. No long term measures have been designed
Another *Zainab® and possible many innocent girls and boys will be molested, raped and m urdered
in days to come. Members of the society and authority are out of focus and pedophiles will get
back to their business with more caution. That is why I say:

* A “Zainab” will be raped, murdered. and found in garbage”.

There is no doubt that the culprit MUST be given exemplary punishment. All his accomplices
should be caught and the law should be implemented firmly, and publicised to create an example,
a deterrent.

All this must be done but this is not all. Much more is required.

The recurrence can be avoided if those who are responsible for social peace, and law and order
have a resolve to remove or. at leastreduce, the basic illness in the society with long term measures.
The crime is commitied sometimes due to born mental defects. Unfortunately, most of these
mental disorders zre created, by the society. Thése are mostly initiated by the mistreatments of the
young by elders.

How does the criminal intent and mental disorder develop?

I would like to refer my readers to an article in Daily Times of February 28 by Mr. Aamer Sarfraz
entitled “Psychopathology of a serial killer” on page A6. As a specialist Mr. Sarfraz made a very
valuable contribution in understanding the article should be read in entirety by all those who want
the crime to be checked. I quote 2 paragraphs:
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B4
“pmran’s frustration with his lack of progress in a naqabat career grew over the years along with
‘v‘bé sexual abuse he had suffered as vits price. After puberty, he becomes a fringe member of this
sr},uf) who now trapped other victims but prostituted themselves if short of cash. They also
tched porn together and planned to make videos of their victims and sell those on the Internet

ac an ate career”
~asan altern

’ﬁ"@ eriminal Imran Ali narrated the details of the crime unemotionally to Mr. Anwar Sarfraz. He
prutally killed without any feeling at all. Dr. Sarfraz did an extremely valuable service to the
~society as a professional psychologist and deeply appreciate it as a student of psychology myself.

concluding paragraph also needs immediate attention.
'ﬁ'g&l‘e‘ “Imran Ali is a heartless, manipulative individual with blunted emotions, impulsive
‘inclinations and inability to experience guilt or remorse.”....... * at a subconscious level, he was
rhaps trying to punish his family, the society and the law enforcing agencies for robbing him of
"1¢hilﬂhood due to his innocent wish to be a ‘naqeeb’. Psychopaths and serial killers may also
e some damage to the frontal lobe, hypothalamus and limbic system of their brain....... ~
uote.
i Fit
’@E&e of Imran Ali the serial killer is much beyond repair and the right action is to implement
Jaw and the death sentence be executed as soon as possible. It should be done in a way that it
" is seen as a deterrent for all such criminals. Several innocent girls are still being raped and killed.
Zainab™ is a symbol. In addition many young boys are meeting similar fate. The sexual abuse of
ST .goes mostly unnoticed. Boys are abused in a very large number and mostly by those who
c‘fﬁ'ﬁ"n’ to be protectors of religion. Society jokes about it! Is it a Joke? See the product of this misuse

 inImran Ali!

:h

X x s~;§ras social conscience is concerned, the response is disappointing. The matter of Zainab got
. the attention of the civil society. So much noise was made that even an otherwise sleepy
bureaucracy, and absent minded politicians were jolted. Police ran about and found the culprit.
- Case was presented to the court and death sentence was announced. Then the appeal was rejected.
o .
~ Immediately the civil society went back to its slumber.

There is hardly any mention of what happened afterwards. Although more cases of rape and
_ murder are being reported. Is the matter being hushed up? Is the money and power taking control
of the conscience of the society? What happened to the journalists? Has the crime mafia taken

~ control? It seems so.

* So if | suspect that more “Zainabs” will continue to be raped and killed is a very likely scenario.

Syt
~ However | would not like to believe that this can be what society is willing to tolerate. As yet | am
- not disappointed in the conscience of the society to this extent. It may be close but not yet there.

Let me humbly contribute as to what needs to be done.

The intensity of quick action taken in the case of Zainab must continue. All such criminals must
be identified throughout the country and brought to books. The law must be VISIBALLY
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’ 1!
implemented. It is not known as to what happened to so publicized criminal | m: i’(‘) lﬁ':'.] : n the Sho,
term what we need is an operation like *Zarb e Azb™ and “rad ul F asad” throug Coun;,}
In the long term we need to set up a board of psycho Analysts, therapists. Cd"‘;«m'zon('j'nst‘ religioy,
scholars and legal experts, to initiate a policy of social reform. As Aamer Sar triZnF:l 1abs OUL thy,
we are “living in a society that is increasingly religious and considers sex educa 00, at g .
mercy of the police who are inefficient and frequently complicit™

The growth of energy in the young must be recognized. It is a fact that energy 'S p:t';;’;‘hc Browy

that almighty gives to the humans and all living beings. The ‘libido’, the energy 2 ¢ rcm\'uﬂ drive
as a component of the life instinct, is part of it and the families and societieS mll'te - 1&:\20 ang
sublimate it as their duty. Rejection causes frustration and anger. Exploitation L rth Case o
Imran Ali ensures criminal behavior and unconscious hate for society. Awareness © the energy ;,

< 5 ; FRRK Seh1 ciety s
growth, and youthful consciousness, is an essential part of individual’s life, and the society shoy
nderstanding of ;,

design educational programs gnd domestic awareness in elders for the u”_ any claiman; -

Religions aim at improving human attitudes and making a better society.- any «atl :
religious understanding causes damage to society then he/she is unknowingly fal.lmg N 1ts dupy
All media-men, at all levels including writers, comperes, owners, and advertisers cannot p,
absolved of their social responsibility. Careful evaluation of the effects of short-term financiy
gains must be made. It should be ensured by all individuals that by their action the long-ter,

il!terest of the society is not compromised.

| ]
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May 25,2018

The Indian media invasion

There are 79 channels operated by cable operators ‘without license'! It is a complete free for all.
These unlicensed channels can do whatever they find popular, sensational and seductive. PEMRA

has no control

3
physi‘cal and geographical borders are to be defended by the armed forces. Who defends invasion
th[ough media"

PEMRA? No. It has been rendered helpless by legal rigmaroles and corruption. Ministry of
Information? It is at the end of its tenure!

ISPR? It is concerned, but can’t take direct action.

So our cultural and intellectual borders are almost open to the tactics of our ‘friends’: Modi and
Co. Hot wars are mostly out of fashion but cold wars through economy and culture are in, and
more effective. Golden opportunity for invaders to exploit.

India has completely banned Pakistan actors, and shows. A Pakistani is not even allowed to
participate in a seminar. Muneeza Hashmi was recently sent back.

Let us look at what is happening:

A few days ago, a friend visited me from a major city of central Punjab and was telling me about
the arrangements of the marriage of his friend’s son. While discussing arrangements the
bridegroom asked *when do we take ‘pharey’? My friend had a big laugh because ‘Pherey’ is a
typical Hindu custom during marriage ceremony. Groom and bride take rounds around fire while

traditional *Ashloke’ for the success are recited by the Hindu priest.

I could not laugh. I cannot blame the *bridegroom’ either. This is what the groom had learned
through the media he watched in Pakistan.
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d ! -‘ our sense of honqur. dignity. and patriotism? Is it sold for easy money? Or are we willing
elop the Pakls}ali industry? Surely the market will expand, quality will improve and
ip enlarged if you concentrate on home products, rationalise pay structure, invest in

ping, acquire equipment and provide exposure opportunity. Government provided protection

Aceonding to PEMRA website there are 77 licensed TV channels. Then; may be more jf the |
. is updated. Under the license they can show a total of 10 percent foreign content of wp;,
 percent can be Indian. There are 79 channels operated by cable operators ‘without licensey

e g 20 g nd popular, sensatig,,. ", G, M ¢ e
4 "ﬁge all there. maeuglicemd channels can do w‘hatever they find PO ") g “«o 50 many industries like sugar, cotton, agriculture, cars and so on. Why is it not done to the
ol e. PEMRA has. ~9gnttol. : > _oduetion industry of showbiz?
- P ﬁ, : s programming is g, : ¢ s ; P
| ch: 'ot';ul'dl 'Vt-c::' Ioe:s'y be heard snoring. Its P L g ent recently declared film making as an “industry’. Does this mean that it will be allowed
n N

upport and financing opportunity as provided to other industries like sugar, cotton and steel?
t must recognise the needs of media production requirements. The situation is
Recently a production company which produced seven serials last year was constrained

only three and therefore downsized itself by relieving many employees and disengaging

the size of exposure: 40 to 50 percent on 77 *legal channels’ and 100 percey, |

the market will expand, quality will improve and viewership will grow if you concentrate
al industry, rationalise pay structure, invest in training, acquire equipment and provide

Ty Howis;i'fecommy affected? Let us understand it.
e AN St © -
m»egy gilgme,b rely mostly on their revenues through advertisements. We are all familia, Wi

"e;;@;anmying announcement “Time to take a ‘short break’, stay with us”. The ‘break’ is Usug)y,
~ longer than the clip of the program you have watched. The longer the breaks the happie, the

- channel owner! The break brings in money which is the owner’s major concern. The * break’ sh,

d for all concerned to analyse the issues and develop a rationalised program for all
roductions for the TV industry. It includes advertising. drama, music and other shows.
e time must be exclusively reserved for Pakistani productions. In the prime time, which

, ; ats which are mostly made in India and show Indian stars. The Pakistani Producey, 11 pm, no foreign productions sho.uld'b‘e shown. Drama serials need s;_;ecnal attention.
: ‘%E o ‘l..,i B cians and act ignored Th rs pay through Dubai, get mass prog as are seen by the members of the families at home. These should be aimed at making
, o R 15 Gt g : Uceq aware of the social issues and cultural values of the people of Pakistan. It is different

| by Indian companies for two countries, make these available in Pakistan and TV channels accq;
thge happily. Adverts are repeated endlessly; Indian faces become household names. Pakisy,
oomblmes lose their earnings and TV screen is ‘refaced’ by replacing Pakistani faces with Ingj,,
faces. Local advertisement producers lose business and the Pakistan government loses tax reven, duction is a subject in which social psychologists should be actively consulted and the
There is no law that addresses this problem and Pakistan Electronic Media Authority (PEMRA) leveloped with a sense of social responsibility to educate, inform and reform. Language

not provided with any effective law to check this “invasion’. : content should be given adequate consideration. Old systems adopted by Radio Pakistan and

eing a film in the cinema house where the ticket is purchased with the conscious intent and
ers are different from a family at home.

Morality? Who cares when money can be made? Who cares if Pakistani producer loses th,
opportunity, and actor loses the much needed finances. The business of TV advertisers and th
channels is to make money. the more the better. Social responsibility is not relevant. It is easy fi
the advestiser to buy commercials from the bulk made in India at a low cost and release it to locz
TV channels.

Stra ngers’ should not enter without permission. Indian values should be treated as “strangers’. If
do not allow the crossing of physical borders without check then we should also be vigilant
bout what enters homes and minds of the populace. So far it looks like an open invitation to
- pc . The so called “current affairs’ programs are filled with bickering that creates poor example
“ol politicians. Language is distorted. So called “entertainment” programs are Indian. What are we

3 ix’ i ier, i within the terms . 2
The actual *program mix’ of the legal channels, as mentioned earlier, is far from ms ‘Jr%w BIBEO ihie people who sit at home?

of the license. Most major channels, with the exception of perhaps only one, average 45 percen
foreign content is in violation of the conditions of contract. It happens in the prime viewing time,
leaving little or no room for Pakistani productions. So again, exposure to Pakistani faces, issues
social conditions and culture, is replaced by the Indian. It has cultural effects, economic effecs
and something further. In the international market, traditionally, Pakistani drama was rented fron
stores and it competed with Indian films. In several instances, the Pakistani drama was preferr
on the merit of good acting and good subjects. The Indian invasion intends to change the situatio
and make the Indian subject and faces so familiar to foreign customer that it accepts the Indin
drama because of a short supply of new Pakistani drama.

‘_’é attempts by PEMRA to correct the situation have been either half-hearted or got stalled by
| procedures. :

needs to be a serious review of all aspects and educationists, social scientists, serious
_creative individuals, writer, actors. producers and lawmakers must be engaged to develop a firm
J y. The channel owners, advertisers must also be consulted. But illegal channels must be done
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away with, and their blackmail must be faced. If there are responsible cable operators the, the,
should perform under an appropriate license.

Other than the long term measures suggested above, immediate short term measures shoulg
taken to strictly lmplemem the current PEMRA laws and terms of licenses. It will be neceg,
that courts take cognisance of the urgency of the matter and avoid providing loop holeg b,
extending long “stay orders” in cases of violations of existing PEMRA laws.

A ray of hope has been seen in a recent court decision but it is limited to the penod of RamaZa

Long term measures are needed. It seems finally the matter will be solved by conscientious coyp,
100 percent programming of unlicensed cable channels and 50 percent of licensed channels ;,
feeding Indian/foreign programming into Pakistani homes. Is it slow poisoning or fast enough to

destroy the national fabric? We all have to take cognisance and check, may it be civil or armeqy
“establishment’, civil society or justice system. Please hear the wakeup call.

contact medium. In the past two decades, rad;o and particularly television industry
. Now there are countless TV networks. There has been a rumor that more TV

e ways. / feel more issuing more licenses will spell total disaster.

layman’s gut feeling. Itis supported by my years of exposure and association
-‘Pnor to launching Pakistan Television Corporation, a technical team from NEC TV
d in Lahore. | was. at that timé, Secretary Pakistan Art Council, Alhamra which had
b of all those connected with Arts, particularly the “Performing Arts”. The NEC
sing of Aslam Azhar. Fazal Kamal, Muhammad Nisar and Durrani arrived in Lahore,
otel near Simla Pahari and immediately Fazal Kamal called me. I still remember
em the TV Team is here and we need your help and support.” It was a call from
/. All support was provided including introductory parties and get together with
tists at our home, and a temporary office at the Alhamra. The NEC TV *PILOT’
essfully completed and launched on November 20, 1964. I was the first Pakistani
ntral TV Institute at Chaklala from 1968 after the contract of Pak Government
1 Company ZDF expired. | continued for 3 years. The Rawalpindi/lslamabad TV
.on the Central Television Institute (CTI) facilities. | was inducted in the Federal
nation as a “Joint Secretary”, and “loaned’ to TV for training of all the staff with

1 and foreign instructors,

century has passed. and my engagement with this industry has continued. | have
from different sides i.e. as a writer, actor, producer and director. In addition, I
the opponumty to manage large sized busmessc.s in the Carpet Industry and the Frun
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For any industry to prosper and stay viable three elements are important. | - Adequate sy, RIAL

the *material’ fo be sold. which is “Production” 2 - Effective marketing S€t Up 1o sey) ~

g.E':q iate sales to maintain a healthy cash flow. So the elements are Production, Markeq ng

gt &
~ So let’s talk about the Production to begin with.

Pt
:

ng needs 1o relate to the potential size of the market. Pakistan has about a 20 million

this large market. Most business houses compete to have their share of business and
dvertise on TV.

]

- Production for any non-media business would be e.g. medicines, surgical instruments. garm,
- cars etc. On the other hand. a media Production Company would have teleVision SClials, se, : the market potential and the audience mix professional companies set up systems for the
‘ sitcoms, documentaries. sports shows. films. news. discussions, etc. as \tS products: Now ! ‘m of the popularity of the programs and these are known as ‘rating systems’. The results
carefully read the lists of products by a non-media business and media business, You €an see od by the rating systems work as guidelines for the advertiser to decide as to which programs
a non-media company deals with tangible items, whereas media deals with intangible j;, ~ se in and the frequency of the advertisements, This feedback also effects the decision
These intangible Items deal with the collective psyche of the society. It has power 10 effee,
change individuals as well as the society. This is why the world wide belief is to defin, "
~ responsibility of TV Broadcasting to be as “information, education and entertainmengy- !
~ objective should be carried out with a sense of social responsibility.

ey 10 programming,
\

S ] ing’ is a key to important decision making, we need to have a closer look at the present
" After the initial licenses the upcoming issues should have been studied and resolved but addiy;_

- “cross media™ licenses to print media owners were issued, this added further comp!ications ber.;_
consolidation. NOW We need 1o review: look at the character and different 1ssues ang t
potential of the TV channels in particular. Then chart a course of action for future before dec;q,

10 expand.

" The TV industry is a different from cinema. In a cinema, people go to see a productof their che;,
they pay for it and sit in a hall where different groups are present. TV reach.es homes; it INtery,
with families and influences the society, therefore special attention to it justified.

 “rating’’ system is a mystery. [t is managed by a private organization and results are
e manipulated for considerations. Therefore this rating system needs to be replaced
It can never provide the necessary data for guidance in programming. It misleads. For
f it reports that the dispute between Mother in Law (“saas”) and daughter in law

rement. If it reports that indecency in speech creates interest, then that will become the trend.

nd so forth. How far these trends can be followed is to be regulated by a sense of social

ibility. The real issue is that the rating is based on very limited sampling which is not fully

entative. Also it MUST NOT be in the hands of private organizations, because these may
ptation to manipulate if more money can be made by a malpractice.

TV Media Industry seeks to market its ‘product’ and gets it cash flow from ‘sponsorships’ ;..
advertisements of other industrial products. The Media Industry’s ‘product’ is either planneg s
itself or acquired from contracted “producers’. All productions use, as its raw material, so,
creative individuals. Producers engage writers, directors, actors and technicians which may y

The possible alternative to be considered is a modern rating system based on a much larger and
called its “raw material” resource.

aﬁﬁiﬁﬁl”fkte sampling which receives the satellite signal, the terrestrial signal, and even measures
the internet viewing. It would be better if the responsibility is taken by two public
organizations namely PEMRA and PTV jointly and the results are made available to all
licensed channels. The cost of this set up is not something that needs to be discussed here.
however it can be self-supporting. The result will guide the PEMRA in advising a program mix
and to ascertain the number of type of licenses to be issued: for example for current affairs,
I psite entertainment, sports. or other specific subject. The assessment of the size of market,
»é}id’ﬂa’g’j}mmber of TV sets is not hard to know and can be determined from license fees.

To make the TV Industry viable and to avoid oversupply, and consequent cut throat competit,,
the market potential of sales revenues as well as supply of product must be balanced.

A responsible Media Policy for licensing needs to be made after assessment of: 1, Quantum 4
production potential 2, the standard of marketing set ups, referred 10 as “channels™.3. Potenta 4
advertisement revenue.

T'o monitor and regulate the activities of the Industry a body known as Pakistan Election Meg,
Regulatory Authority (PEMRA) exists. The licensed “channels™ need to be monitored 1o ensu
that the licensees remain within the limits of their social responsibility and the law, and perfor;
to provide “information. education and entertainment’. PEMRA. as the regulatory body needs;
ensure the availability of the data to make correct decisions.

>

1%&' fully aware of the mechanism applied to assess the volume of the advertising revenues.
Bﬁﬁx revenues and professional advertising organizations should be able to help.

ryy
- Next important study has to be of the programming mix and the production resources.
Programing mix needs to be primarily based on the input from the rating system. What will need
1o be specifically done is that the basic principle: “Information, education, entertainment” is
strictly observed and a decent balance is maintained. Of course all segments of society including
males, females. children and minorities are to be adequately catered for in the program mix. Radio
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Pakistan had -engaged distinguished people like ‘Patras’ Bokahari, Syed Imtiaz Ali Ta;
Tabassum, Akhlag Ahmed Dehlvi and other scholars to ensure the quqhty of conteny Sy
program and such advice ensured the basic principal of providing hcalth).' ‘information, eq,, e
and entertainment’ to the society. Media affects the society and if every kind of popularity ;. =

the basis of programming then limits of decency can be violated.

Current program mixes are damaging and destroying national values. There jg

.
presentation of political programs of poor quality’. These have deteriorath to bicke:i\ :
cross talk, even *fisty cufl® and abuses in some programs. The viewer looks at its Ie'ade,.s- X
respected TV personalities, behave in a foul manner and concludes that such behavior g O
Gradually it becomes a social norm. Presently the programs of political orientation are try 5., R
do everything, comedy, conflict, analyses, promotion of point of views etc. This MIX UP caring, \
advisable.

A fire somewhere, a murder, rap,

The media also chooses to show all kind of ‘negative’ events,
% : : ted endlessly. ONLY g A

corruption, miseries and so on, are repeated, and repeated and repea :

NEWS is considered news. It results in creating anger, intolerance, disappointment, depres, -~
etc. This is extremely damaging and destroys the society and its faith in the country. There g _
doubt that ot of good also happens every day, there are events and actions which could 4,
national pride and feeling of wellbeing. These should be re >
‘given a balanced view so it gets confidence in its systems and values. The quality
children are almost non-existent. In the entertainment programming also, a reVIEW 1S TEqQuire,
Female face and character is over exposed and not necessarily creating female resPCCl_. Th € may
and female stereo types are repeated. Quality literature of individual and collective insighe N
casualty. So is the heritage of performing arts in different forms. The archives of gerfonjn ing a,
seem to have no place in current programming mixes. Programs for children are given |,
attention. So the subject of program mix needs a detailed review..

Production potential: after determining the size of the market, and the number and kind of licens,
to be issued, the next, and perhaps the MOST important step, is to organize the production set up;
for the size of Media Business.

Presently there are several ‘production houses’. Some of these are *in house’ set ups Aof channe/s
*Hum" follows this policy. Some others also have strong links with channels. Then there are ‘free
Jancers’ who produce with some understanding with a channel, and some who just take a chance
An organization by the name United Producer’s Association (UPA) exists. This production secio-
needs most attention of a regulatory body. The discipline achieved between the licensed Chanes;
and Production houses is the key to the health of the Media Industry. The other major contributo;
are the Advertiser and Performer. However the Channel and Production houses occupy the Cen
Stage of the health platform. I am inclined to suggest that Production Houses should also i
‘licensed’ by, PEMRA as the TV channels are. If these two are regulated and firmly supervis
the other constituents of the industry will get disciplined. Currently there are serious problen
cropping up between channels, producers and talent.

ported. The Civil society shoulg
2
understanding of arts and culture and heritage is another ignored sector. Good programs ¢
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ost of the producers have complaints about the conduct of actors or non-fulfillment of the terms
of the contracts by channels. Actors complain qf nonpayment. The technical crew has no
insﬁmtional training, and is aImgst totally learning on the job. To license the “Production
Companies” their scrutiny of experience or training, ﬂnancilal strength, and awareness of the sociyl
responsibility to select appropriate content must be kept in mind. The long experience of Radio
proadcasting up to the 60s and early days of PTV could provide some guide lines. Contracts
petween Channel and Producer and between Producer and talent must be standardized. Producers
are very likely to run into cash flow problems W case of Channel default or some other
circumstance. Such cash flow problems upset schedules and completely put off the talent. The
creative process and creative personalities should be given reasonable consideration, respect and
honor, because sensitivity is the basis of their creativity. They are usually more sensitive and this
fact MUST always be borne in mind.

Here I am tempted to make a suggestion. All recognized industries use Banks and banking

facilities to ensure cash flows. No industry or trade can work without banking relationships.

The systems of Bill Purchase, Letters of Credit, Use End L/Cs are common practices to
ensure cash flows. If the Government recognizes the Media Industry and Film Industry then it
needs to notify the banks and State Bank accordingly. The commercial banks will indeed put some
requirements of standards and securities before extending financial facilities. This is fare. But on
the part of the Government, it must give some start up support to let the industry grow. |
experienced and used banking facilities in my export business and in my Industries and therefore
| am speaking from my personal experience that the relationship with banks can be built up and
the industry can flourish. It is very likely that the Media Industry will have lesser chances of default
as compared to some other industries. But the setting up of licensing of producers will be the first
step to ensure the quality.

A good thing has happened that the Actors have also set up a National organization as “ACT". So
the constituents of the Media Industry are already aware of the need to organize and streamline
the working systems.

As Pakistan Television is the *Mother’ and the Radio Broadcast the ‘Grandmother’, of this

industry, these two have a very special role to play. It has been a serious oversight that full

advantage of the accumulated experience, archives and systems has not been brought forward.

‘New’ is attractive but if the ‘new’ has a strong base to stand upon; it grows and develops better
and with grace and wisdom. The PTV and Radio both failed to retain their lead role and now they
are in an “also ran” position. Re-planning and restructuring is required for both these institutions
to play a significant role in the industry.

The current level of programmers in PTV can be assessed by a simple example. Due to my
association, and a soft corner for PTV I decided to give the first offer to PTV of one of the best
content/production from our production house. We offered a series of dramatic programs with a
selection of subjects including comedy, romance, suspense, etc. based on scripts of Syed Imtiaz
Ali Taj. A production of Taj Sahib’s famous comedy “Kamra number 5” was sent as an example.
The series was titled “TAJ CLASSICS”. T kept waiting for a response from PTV. | started the
production of other episodes in anticipation. YOU CAN IMAGINE THE LEVEL OF THE
MINDS OF DECISION MAKERS FROM THE RESPONSE THAT | RECEIVED
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Extract from PTV Headquarter letter of April 08, 2009:
Quote “It is to inform you that said play has not been approved by the Committee”

So. the “wise” Committee disapproved Mr. Taj's play. Subsequently, the production of thig,
“TAJ CLASSICS", was successfully shown by a prestigious private channel.

I was extremely disappointed in the PTV decision makers. Later | was told inside stories Which, |
hate to repeat.

PTV can regain its glory and media leadership if a complete re-structuring is carried ou LIy
CERTAINLY CAN BE A LEADER IF THERE IS SUPPORT OF THE POLITICAL Wiy

AND HAS A COMPETENT MANAGEMENT.

Government recently announced a culture policy and a film policy. Film is a part of the indusin,
but different from TV and Radio. These *Policies’ will need a separate review.

There is also an important role of the Media Industry in improving cultural understflndf"g and
creating international relations. Several countries have powerful and dedicated organizations se,
up with expert advice to use the media industry in enhancing the national image.TV productiong

and Films plus live shows are important instruments of Cultural Diplomacy.

In short: The Media Industry in Pakistan needs much more specialist attention than given SO far
The Civil Servants and Politicians shoald help. NOT DICTATE. The state should not use it only
for promoting the policies and the persons of political incumbents of a particular period. The
accumulated experience of the better performers and veterans in Culture, Literature and Medi,
need 10 be benefitted from as Radio Pakistan and PTV did in early days. Media Industry needs
immediate attention to play its role. There is no shortage of talent and experience. This regiop,
historically had a leadership role and it is very much capable of performing again if the politica|
will and resources are available for support. Let us not forget that even the first international filp,

of the silent era was made in Lahore in 1928.

|
|
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a0
July 01,2018
§ 1)
A look back at the media industry
ralaBiit
miﬁ-‘it'glon's media industry historically had a leadership role and it is very much capable of
performing again if sufficient support is provided
LT
Teleﬁﬁ%h'was formally introduced in Pakistan in 1964. Prior to that, Radio broadcasting was the
only mass contact medium. In the past two decades. radio and particularly, television industry has
rapidly grown. Now, there are countless TV networks. There has been a rumour that more TV
Jicenses may be granted. After years of experience in this industry, | believe, while it is good that
h’ce’n?es/ to private TV channels are issued. the policy is faulty and will lead to a disaster.
O

More than half a century has passed, and my engagement with this industry has continued. I have
seen the industry from different sides i.e. as a writer, actor, producer and director. Therefore, it is
worthwhile, as a veteran, that | look back at the policies and the performance of this industry over
the years, and share with you some of my thoughts on why I feel that we are headed towards a

disaster.
For any industry to prosper and stay viable three elements are important. Firstly, adequate supply
of the material to be sold. which is production, secondly, an effective marketing setup to sell and

lastly, adequate sales to maintain a healthy cash flow.

Production material for a media company includes television serials, series, sitcoms,
documengaries, sports shows. films. news, discussions, etc. as its products. These intangible items

deal with the collective psyche of the society. They have the poyer to affect and change individuals
as well as the society. This is why the worldwide belief is to define the responsibility of TV

Broadcasting to include: “information. education and entertainment”. This objective should be
carried out with a sense of social responsibility.

After the initial licenses. the upcoming issues should have been studied and resolved but additional
cross media licenses to print media owners were issued, this added further complications before
consolidation. Consider the potential of TV channels in particular, then chart a course of action

for the future before deciding to expand.
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The TV industry is different from cinema. In cinema, people go to see a product of their che; |

they pay for it and sit in a hall where different groups are present. The content frqg; aT':/ rcachcr-, !
homes: it interacts with families and influences the society, therefore, paying spect €Ntion {

itis justified.
The TV media industry seeks to market its product and gets its income from §P0"r50rsh|ps ang
advertisements of other industrial products. The product is either planned by itself or ACquire, ’
from contracted producers. To make the TV Industry viable and to avoid OVCrSu%pb‘ el
consequent cut-throat competition, the market potential of sales revenues, as well as, the suppy,
of the product must be balanced.

A responsible media policy for licensing needs to be made after assessment of(; Pdeuct‘o,
potential, the standard of marketing setups, referred to as channels, and potential of adVerlisem,

revenue.

Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA) was established to monitor g,
regulate the activities of the industry. The licensed channels need to be monitored 1O ensure .
the licensees remain within the limits of their social responsibility and the law, and perform o
provide information, education and entertainment. PEMRA, as the regulatory body needsto ENsyr,
the availability of data to make correct decisions.

Licensing needs 1o relate to the potential size of the market. Pakistan has a population of ap,,
200 million people. And this is a population that is acquiring TV sets as fast as possible. So the,
are a very large number of households which own at least one TV set. Most businesses compy, i
to have their share of the market and therefore, advertise on TV.

To assess the market potential and the audience mix, professional companies setup systems
assess the popularity of the programs and these are known as rating systems.

The results obtained by the rating systems work as guidelines for the advertiser to decide as
which programs they should advertise in and the frequency of the advertisements. This feedba
also affects the decision making of the TV channel as to the kind of program it needs to buy frop,
_the producers to make a saleable mix attractive to the advertisers. So rating provides the researc
results which hold the key to programming.

The present rating system is a mystery. It is managed by a private organisation and results are saj; |
to be manipulated. Therefore, this rating system needs to be replaced. It can never provide t;
necessary data for guidance in programming and is misleading. For example, if it reports thy
family disputes between the mother in law and daughter in law are interesting, then producty
companies will try to meet this requirement. If it reports that indecency in speeches creates interes
then this will become the trend.

How far these trends can be followed is to be regulated by a sense of social responsibility. T,
real issue is that the rating system is based on very limited sampling, which is not ful,
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7 resentative. Also, it must not bé in the hands of private organisations, because these may have
tempution to fabricate the results if more money can be made through malpractice,

A possible altemativq to be considered is a modern rating system based on a much larger and
appropriate sample size, which receives the satellite signal, the terrestrial signal, and even
measures internet viewing, It would be better if the responsibility is taken by public organisations,
namely PEMRA and PTV, jointly, and the results are made available to all licensed channels.

Tﬁ)e"cost of this setup is not something that needs to be discussed here, however it can be self-
supporting. The rcsyll will guide the PEMRA in advising a program mix and to ascertain the
number of type of licenses to be issued; for example for current affairs, composite entertainment,
sports, or other specific subject. The assessment of the size of market, and the number of TV sets
is not hard to know and can be determined from license fees.

& "

The basic principle of providing information, education, and entertainment must be strictly
observed and a decent balance should be maintained. Of course, all segments of society including
méh; women, children and minorities are to be adequately catered to in the program mix. Media
affects society and if every kind of popular trend is made the basis of programming then limits of
decency can be violated.

han Az 0 ’ 4 . y: ;
Current program mixes are damaging and destroying national values. There is over presentation

of political programs of poor quality. These have deteriorated to bickering, cross talk, even

fisticuffs and abuses in some programs. The viewers look at the leaders and respected TV
personalities behaving in a foul manner and conclude that such behaviour is acceptable.

SO : 3 AR 3 2 #
Gradually, it becomes a social norm. Presently, the programs of political orientation are trying to
do everything, comedy, conflict, analyses, promotion of point of views etc. This mix up cannot be

advisable.

Ti{é;ﬁedia also chooses to show all kinds of negative events. A fire somewhere, a murder, rape,

corruption, miseries and so on, are repeated, and repeated and repeated endlessly. Only bad news
is considered news. It results in creating anger, intolerance, disappointment, depression etc. This
is extremely damaging and destroys society and its faith in the country.

STTU
There is no doubt that lot of good also happens every day, there are events and actions which could
build national pride and feeling of wellbeing. These should be reported. The civil society should
be given a balanced view so it gets confidence in its systems and values. The quality and
understanding of arts and culture and heritage is another ignored sector. Good programs for

children are almost non-existent.

The media industry in Pakistan needs much more attention than it has been given so far. Civil
servants and politicians should help, but not dictate solutions. The state should not use it only for

promoting their policies and persons
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lom. Re-planning.and restructuring is required for state TV and radio institutions to play a

After determining the size of the market, and the number and kind of licenses to be '55“r‘~‘d- the RURREAD the Industry.
3 : is to organise the production setups for the size Of med;, 8 1 : | Fiadl

::“‘ and perhaps the most important step, | b ernment recently announced a culture policy and a film policy. Film is a part of the
R but different from TV and Radio. These ‘Policies’ will need a separate review.

e

.re is also an important role of the media industry in improving cultural understanding and

Jinternational relations. Several countries have powerful and dedicated organizations set

expert advice to use the media industry in enhancing the national image. TV productions,

nd live shows are important instruments of cultural diplomacy.

X jon houses. Some of these are in-house setups that bclo"g, lo
m:{ht:nenflzn ﬁm"ﬁ"&m who produce their work through some understanding
with a channel, and some who just take a chance. This production sector needs the (;ng;toz:‘lt‘;:guon
of a regulatory body. The discipline achieved between the licensed channels and produ Usesg
is key to the health of the media industry. !

1 am inclined to suggest that production houses should also be licensed by PEMRf/_\haS_ “;e Tv
channels are. If these two are regulated and firmly supervised, the other constituents of the l‘:‘ ustry
will get disciplined. Currently, there are serious problems cropping up between channels
producers and talent.

and politicians should help but not dictate. The state should not use it only for promoting
policies and the persons of political incumbents of a particular period. The accumulated
e of the better performers and veterans in culture, literature, and media’ need to be

Most producers have complaints about the conduct of actors or non-fulfilment of the terms of the

channels other hand, actors in of non- ent. :
) lOnthc S b ich capable of performing again if the political will and resources are available for
The technical crew has no institutional training, and is almost totally learning on tpejob. To license sl
the production companies, their scrutiny of experience or training, financial strength, and

awareness of the social responsibility to select appropriate content, must be kept in mind.

Producers are very likely to run into cash flow problems in case of default or some other
circumstances. Such cash flow problems upset schedules and completely put off performers. Those
involved in the creative process should be given reasonable consideration, respect and honour,
because sensitivity is the basis of their creativity. N

All recognised industries use banking facilities to ensure cash flows. If the government recognises
the media industry and film industry then it needs to notify the banks and State Bank accordingly

The commercial banks will indeed put some requirements of standards and securities before
extending financial facilities. ~ '

But on part of the Government, it must give some initial support to let the industry grow. It is likely
that the media industry will have a lower chance of defaulting, when compared to other industries

But the setting up of licensing of producers will be the first step to ensure the quality.

A good thing has happened that the actors have also setup a national organisation, known as ACT
So. the constituerits of the media industry are already aware of the need to organise and streamline
the working systems.

Pakistan television is the ‘mother” and the radio broadcast the *grandmother” of this industry; thes
fwo have a very special role 10 play. It hds been a serious oversight that full advantage of the

accugnulmd experience, archives and systems has not been brought forward. *“New” is attraciie
but if the *new” has a strong base 10 stand upon; it grows and develops better and with grace ad
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July 29, 2018

Pakistan, “Welfare State”

’

A dream we have seen for 70 years. A foundation laid by the Profit PBUH. A vision given by
Mohammad Ali Jinnah. Now Imran Khan promises to implement. God bless him.

Imran’s victory speech left many speechless. He spoke from his heart. He was not like so many
our leaders who get hoarse calling "AWAM, AWAM. AWAM’ and then forget them as the fir
thing when in power. Imran has grown from the play boy, from a self-centered individual, frop,
directionless U turn politician to a mature leader who has charted his course of action and admitteg
that his inspiration is the Prophet (PBUH) and Mohammad Ali Jinnah. He could not have mag,
any better choices.

A *STATE" has no reason to exist if it is not for its people. If it does not serve its population it hag
no “reason d’etre”. That is why massive brain drain and migration takes place from Pakistan W,
treat our diaspora as an export commodity NOT as national wealth to be enabled to contribute

But Imran’s promise is not going to be enough. He has to take “visible’ steps. Otherwise he w|
not be forgiven. It is good that he is abandoning the Prime Minister’s Palace in Islamabad. Moye
is symbolic of his intent. He would deserve a Palace when all Pakistanis can afford Palaces_. A,
interviewer asked Chairman Mao Tse Tung “Are you against Capitalism?” Mao said “NO, we w||
be capitalists when each Chinese has Capital”. So it is from the People’s Republic of China which
I visited in 1965 during the life time of Chairman Mao. Imran is willing to learn some lessons from
China as well. So far everything seems right and he deserves to be supported by all nationalists
His statement in his opening speech about the rights of minorities is refreshing. Pakistan
government has miserably failed to serve its minorities. Once a people are recognized
constitutional minorities, they become the responsibility of the *State’. So did our profit say

Imran said some interesting things about foreign relations. These did not seem to be thoughtles
and crammed parts of a speech. He promised to *mediate” between Muslim majority countrics §
did our Prophet (PBUH) declare afier establishing the State of Medina. Prophet preferred civilizg

N
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stiations and discussion to brutal use of arms and blood shedding. Imran extended the same

message to India as well. Indian politicians must understand that they cannot suppress the will of

iris forever. Indian politicians need to stop measuring their popularity on terror in Kashmir

and an anti- Pakistan narrative. The people of this land lived in peace together for millennia. They

want and need peace and if Indian politician and Pakistani politicians don’t work for it then they

commit a social crime. States need to live in peace and promote good relations between their
people and not indulge in terrorism as India and USA have been doing recently.

dec Azam in his famous address of August |1, 1947 to the Constituent Assembly clearly said
that "Cormpnon and “Favoritism” destroy the country. Nothing can be truer but, on the contrary,
sblﬁleﬂll example in our country has been provided by some rulers of the past.

In hls conoept of building the “Welfare State” Imran will need to refine his thoughts and work out
a detailed program. The generic label “Serving the poor” is not enough and has become a cliché
usJ gy all those politician who attained power by exploiting the masses. Different sections of the
populqeee have different needs. They need to be served accordingly. Some things like health,
housing and education are the obvious ones. There is also a mention of the young by all politicians.
WHAT THEY FORGET IS THAT THERE IS ALMOST 10% OF THE SENIORS

POPUI.-ATION ALSO.

5¢an in the country are those who have spent their best years in serving the country in one way
or theother Help the young by all means, they are your future but a country and a nation is nothing
.f‘ |t 35"3not respect its past. Therefore needs of the *Seniors’ must to be examined. categorized,
meﬁ 10 let them live honorably and contribute on the basis of their experience and health as
|onga;(heycan Many seniors are tested, quality human beings and can make a lot of contribution
.ft_]!gy;a.re,NOT added to “junk’ after 60. In USA hindering the work or refusing work to anyone
over 60, because of age, is a punishable crime unless there is a physical issue. While building a
s Welfare State’ a great deal of hard work is required. What was disappointing in Imran’s speech
was 413 lack of awareness of our Heritage. Pakistan is humanity’s oldest civilization. It is a country
from;where the world can learn. He didn’t mention anything about Culture and Arts and sports
either. If he had mentioned, then he would have been the ONLY leader in our history to show an -
awareness of the power of culture and sports. Imran is a distinguished sportsman himself and I do
entertain the hope that he will pay culture and sports the attention these deserve and use these to

bulld a bettcr national image.

One can see many political parties grumbling and putting the blame for their loss of votes on
somgthing other than their own shortcomings. They blame Election Commission, mystericus
powers. conspiracies and so on. All these excuses are familiar and cut no ice. All political parties
must show maturity and a national spirit and contribute in nation building. *No political
victimization® has been promised, and let us believe it. Let us feel confident that it is our country
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and if it becomes better, enriched, respected and esteemed. we all will share the honors ang W
with dignity. '
Finally. I wish to remind Imran that South Punjab has supported you and they have e XPectay,,
of a Provincial Status. It is also an administrative necessity for the country.

THE MAYOR, Lahore Metropolitan Corporation. Lahore.

Dear Sir,
please refer to your letter Nr.334-cpro/mcl Dated 04-07-18. (Copy enclosed)

we are very pleased o know that the Lahore Metropolitan Corporation has decided to name the
crossing between Abbot Road and Empress Road facing Shimla Pahari as Syed Imtiaz Ali Taj

Chowk.
The family of late Syed Imtiaz Ali Taj vsincerely appreciates the decision taken by LMC., It is a

pefitting tribute to a great personality who has made undeniable contribution to society, literature
and Arts. His famous play “Anarkali”, his writing “ChachaChakkan”, and hundreds of others, won
international recognition. These are also included in courses at educational institutions. Mr. Taj is
a subject of research and thesis in many universities in Pakistan and abroad. His own research on

classical literature is an invaluable national asset.

Mr Taj was a devoted social worker. He was son of Shamsul Ulema Syed Muntaz Ali who set up
the first major publishing house in the subcontinent under the name Darullshaat. This publishing
house lead the campaign for emancipation of women through the magazine “Tehzib e Nisvaan”
and for the education of children through “Phool”; and supported by hundreds of publication. The
books of the publishing house were donated to the Punjab libraries after the assassination of Syed

Imtiaz Ali Taj in 1970.
At the time of independence Mr. Taj headed the campaign for rehabilitation of refugees and

recovery of women through his Radio program PAKISTAN HAMARA HAE,
Syed Imtiaz Ali Taj was first awarded a PRIDE OF PERFORMANCE and then later SITARA E

IMTIAZ in recognition of his services.
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By dedicating the said crossing in his name the LMC is doing something that it can take py; de
We, the family of Syed Imtiaz Ali Taj, fully support you and give our wholehe, *
permission to name the said crossing as Syed Imtiaz Ali Taj Chowk. My

Yours truly,

Yasmin Tahir (Sitara e Imtiaz) daughter.
Naeem Tahir Son in Law. 122B, Model Town Lahore, Phone 03334638010.

September 04, 2018
' *7;(-.‘

Cc: Mehmood Tamanna, CPO, Lahore Metropolitan Corporation.
5
Emergence of the 3rd political force

G
agp= . g ¢ 7y
the risk of annoying the justice system, I have no hesitance in-saying that Justice is not

able to most
The long awaited ‘third force’ has successfully emerged. It has happened under the very dynamic
Jeadership of Imran Khan. The nation has welcomed it wholeheartedly. Syed Pervez Musharraf
repeatedly stressed the need of a “third force” because of the ‘royal’ conduct of the two parties
namely PML (N) and PPP. The democratic slogan was being used by the two parties to promote
their dynasties and it seems that both these parties had an understanding on the issue. Ex-president
Pervez Musharraf could not develop the third force himself because of several constraints however
untiring and determined efforts of Imran Khan have rescued the nation from the clutches of the

twgiéames and their corruption.
Th; 'ghﬂlénge Imran Khan faces is not small. He, Imran Khan, has complete cognizance of the

magnitude of the challenge, but his team needs to be made aware of it.

31 Orls
Some members of his initial selection have made mistakes. Small mistakes, but fully exploitable

by his critics. As the sharp cookie of PML-N Saad Rafique said that the new government has been
providing laughable material every day for the last ten days. Mostly the contribution to the
‘laughable’ material is being made by his stalwarts in the ‘information” sector. The comments
about the use of helicopter and about Nargis the actress were totally uncalled for and a responsible
officer should have been cautious. I don’t expect the level of maturity that Imran has from all his
party members. Bhutto also suffered from the attitude of some of his upstart ministers that

discredited the ‘revolution’ that Bhutto had promised.

However, I expect him to do better than Bhutto. Imran will do well if he briefs his team members
occasionally and makes them conscious that the old traditions of show off, protocol, and high

handedness are not expected of his team members. The Manika case is an example.

On the other hand serious undérstanding and support is required from the media. I believe that
most of the media persons, anchors and analysts, are capable of overcoming the challenge of

» an
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be an educationist, a scientist, an expert on heritage and culture or an economist.

ly the so called ‘democrats’ have never realised the importance of heritage and culture.
)fmst look for specialisation beyond his party members. Now he must consider the
as his party to support his agenda. One possible way would be to attach an expert
is party ministers wherever needed. Ministers can continue to promote the ‘party’
ﬂ\g\ specialists can provide the expertise required for improving workings of that

bringing the ‘change’ that the country needs, provided they bring the change in themsely s
avoid yellow journalism. N

Imran Khan must look for specialisation beyond his party members. Now he must conside, th
whole nation as his party to support his agenda

In the last thirty years three generations have learnt to behave after the PPP and PML-N Mod,
The show off, corruption, personal aggrandisement and following the rich and powerfy) P
serving their personal interests has been the unfortunate model. Some persons in Imran Kh,, -
party will need to re-learn and grow up. We as a nation must show the patience and give Im,
Khan the three months that he has asked for. '

So far the signs seem good. Imran Khan has bridged the gap between the civil and military
priorities of improving the economic situation of the country, police reforms, and relations
neighbours including Iran, are significant and one can see the signs of a real Pakistan. It see,
reasonable to call it Naya Pakistan but the fact is that the vision of Imran Khan is no different fr,
the vision of the real Pakistan of Quaid-e-Azam Jinnah. Imran Khan is attacking ‘corruption’ ang
*favouritism® head on. Quaid-e-Azam clearly pointed out these two to be the greatest enemies
nationhood.

While Imran Khan is busy with matters on national priorities, soon he will need to, and he shoy,
look at, several other issues. The most important of which are Human Rights.

In Pakistan rights are generally denied even to the majority, leave alone the minorities. 4
respectable nation cannot be built like this. Rights are usurped by the influential. Despite the rig,
of annoying the justice system, I have no hesitance in saying that Justice is not available to mogy
Justice is manipulated by those who know how to do it. Cases remain pending for years some eve,
extend to 25 to 50 years without closing. And unfortunately corruption is prevalent at differen,
levels of the justice machinery, as well. The current Chief Justice seems conscious and wel|.
meaning. This is a good time. Imran Khan should fulfil his agenda against corruption and inclug,
restructuring the justice system in its cooperation with the Chief Justice.

Senior citizens are a marginalised community just like women and children. However there is ,
tendency to talk about the youth all the time while ignoring others. While the youth must be granteg
state assistance, it does not absolve the government of its responsibility of looking after other
segments of society. Just because we appreciate the Metro Bus system does not mean that the
government is absolved from the responsibility of providing better education and healthcare.

Imran Khan has provided *hope’ 1o all, and he will need to pay attention to “all’. His predecessors
the so called champions of democracy only used the dream of democracy to perpetuate their powe
and dynasties. Ammy rule was rejected and the public was constantly brain washed against it. Al
national ills were blamed on the *dictatorships’, which is far from reality. If closely analysed. thes:
democrat civilians have caused as much damage as the so called dictators. | am inclined 10 adm
that some so called *dictators” did better than so called ‘democrats’. The ‘dictators’ have a maj
advantage in selecting their teams. Dictators are not forced to oblige their party members fir
allotting influential positions. Dictators are free to choose, from the best among civilians or am

#bﬂm for the job. . 3
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An Irresponsible opposition

: e
Mr Prime Minister, the nation supports you, do not fall prey to seasoned and 11’/ ;‘; ; ‘; £ "’: PVin,

‘opposition". who want you to fail. People have rejected them and supported Yo' S wa,
You 1o succeed, so have the courage to stand by what is right

The opposition parties, led by Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML
of Maulana Fazl-ur-Rehman’s and ‘Hamnaw’ protested an .
campaign against the inclusion oigl;.u;o‘;m Atif Mian in l:he Economic Advisory C OU"Cb"_ (EAC
nominated by Pakistan Tehreck-e-Insaf (PTI). EAC was to find ways to improve and stabilise
Pakistani economy which is on the rocks. The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), sensibly. refraine
from joining the so-called opposition. The protesting “opposition’ exposed itself in many way
Most important, for its lack of respect for the Constitution and the spirit of Nationhood as f’%gm
by Quaid-e-Azam. Are equal rights to all Pakistanis not guaranteed by our Consttution Th;,
protesting group opposition has also violated the basic Islamic principle of care and regard for i
minorities.

This protesting group disregarded the sacrifices given by the valiant mem
community in our armed forces who laid their lives defending national freed
group also forgot the support that members of the Ahmadi Sect gave to Pakistan
field of science and foreign relations.

-N) and joined by the Ji
d threatened to launch

bers of the minori
om. This protesting
in the international

The matter of religious belief and conflict has been an issue for a long time. It was settled by
declaring the members of Ahmadi sect as a ‘minority’ in Pakistan. This decision should haie
settled the matter once and for all and the society should have moved on.

Nobody has the right to deny the Ahmadis the right to be and to live. For PML-N the motivation
must have been to cleanse itself of earlier accusations of trying to change constitutional provisions

The motivation for other *protesters” may be to try and embarrass Imran Khan and PTI. These are

short-term objectives, experienced politicians of these groups should focus on long-term nationz
objectives. What are their plans to improve the water situation? How do they propose to improve

the economy? So far the conduct of “protesters’ is of irresponsibility.
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¢ other hand, 1 also fcel‘dlsappoml.cd by PTI’s conduct, its spokesperson, and even Imran
onth |s this 8 U-TURN? Is it a strategic compromise to serve economic priority? Is it lack of
pelief within PTI? Or is it just the usual political trick of not meaning what you say

political campaigns?

an Khan can take a stand against corruption during his campaign then he can also stick to
if Im inciples in this case. He committed to supporting minorities in his opening speech. If he has
his PL' otten this then he is liable to forget other issues which got him elected in the first place.
alr?‘.b’ck off” has revealed a weakness to commitment. Have the people of Pakistan, once again,
;::; fooled by the election rhetoric? I hope not.

; has the right to deny the Ahmadis their fundamental human rights. For Pn:L-N, the
No ivation must have been to cleanse itself of earlier accusations of trying to change constitutional
'";;'v isions. The motivation for other ‘protesters’ may be to try-and embarrass Imran Khan and

pTL ¢
¢ to ask the Prime Minister and cabinet why did they fail their oath? Only if PTI had found

l,-:;ible evidence agamst.Dr Mian involved in anti-state activities, only then would the withdrawal
‘t:)c justiﬁed, however, this was not the case. Opposition parties namely PML-N and Muttahida
Amal, demanded to remove a member of the minority community from the Economic

Majlis-e- 871 ey 4 .
Councnv which was an unconstitutional demand! Why did PTI cave in?

»
lnlematibnally PTI has also sent the wrong message. Two experts have lost faith and already
resigned, others might be thinking to do so as well.

PTI sl'K;uld forge ahead with courage and determination, and do what is best for the country.

If someone tells the government on social media to keep Pakistan economic secrets from an
- Ahmadi’ then please have the sense to ignore it. There are no secrets in the world anymore. We
open our belly to IMF and other agencies for loans, don’t they have a complete insight into our

economy. Such social media rhetoric only highlights only small-minded prejudice against

minorities.

Mr Prime Minister, the nation supports you, do not fall prey to seasoned and the self-serving
‘opposition’, who want you to fail. People have rejected them and supported you. Pakistanis want
you to succeed, so have the courage to stand by what is right!
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Water Conservation — Short Term Solution

Water is one commodity that cannot be generated but only conserved.
Allah Tabarak says in Quran,

We (Allah) send down water from the sky in measure and lodged it in the ground and we certajy, 5
are able to withdraw it (Sura 23, 18-19 Verses). " '

The above verses are explaining the complete water cycle i.e., water fall, penetration of water in

the soil and evaporation phenomenon.

Some scientists conjecture that millions of years ago some celestial body comprising of wwaye,
collided with earth caused depressions on about two thirds of earth surface and left water in theg,

depressions.

Two recent studies of global water resources provide us with well researched quantitative
description of water cycle.

It is estimated that annual evaporation from the continents is 70,000 cubic kilometers. Against thjs
the total precipitation received by the continents is around 110,000 cubic kilometers. The effect of
hydrologic cycle therefore is to transfer about 40,000 cubic kilometers of water from the oceans
to the continents. Most of this is returned through river links, about one third as Base Flow ang
two thirds as Flood Flow. Of the 14,000 cubic kilometers Base Flow, about 5000 cubic kilometers
are located in unhabitated regions, so that the effective world water resource is 9000 cubj
Kilometers per year.

It is estimated that this water resource base can furnish the water.needs of 20-25 billion people
provided this resource is prudently conserved and applied.
The Indus River and its tributaries provide some 181.3 Bem (147 MAF) surface water. Out of this

some 130.8 Bem (106 MAF) i.e. 72% is being diverted into the canal system, meaning thereby,
sae are either wasting or losing about 28% of surface water. As a matter of fact it is 28% of water

that requires to be conserved.

VIEWS, INTERVIEWS AND PICTORIAL 153

‘,‘\m up to this point of time has only two large storage dams, Tarbela and Mangla. Total
nal storage capacity of these two dams is 17.5 MAF. However, this storage capacity due to

sﬂﬁ“b“ has reduced by about 33%.

It ;s ngedless to say that water conservation for Pakistan is not only the crying need of the hour but

fsurvival. We shall have to construct large storage reservoirs. Construction of large dams

ves lot of money and long gestation penods For exampleDiamir Bhasha Dam construction

cmt,isabout 15to 17 billion dollars and a minimum of 12 to 15 years construction period. On the

other hand experts say that by the year 2025 Pakistan will literally be starving for water. To meet

this grave situation we shall have to find some sort of short term solution towards water
oonservatlon till such time we are able to build large storage reservoirs.

monly plausible solution to meet this emergent situation is to conserve water by creating sub
surface storage reservoirs through augmentation of ground water aquifer. This phenomenon
neither involves large expendlture nor any gestation period. Although sub surface storage is no
alternative to surface storage, since surface storage provides hydroelectncnty, continued water
ﬂoﬁthrough downstream waterways for irrigation and flood control, yet it is an alternative which
can reduce or eliminate the necessity for surface storage and would provide use of an aquifer
system for temporary storage of water. For example, water stored underground during times of
;.g”stream flow can be withdrawn during times of low stream flow.

Artificial recharge is the planned activity of augmenting the amount of ground water available

thfmjgh works designed to increase the natural replenishment or percolatlon of surface waters into

ound water aquifers, resulting in a corresponding increase in the amount of groundwater

qva‘ﬁ«aﬁle for abstraction. There are a number of methods through which sub surface water
atlon can be achieved which are not only cost effective but of no gestation periods.

These methods are discussed as below:

t"~'|»'~"“Sand dams and sub-surface dams store water under the ground. A sand dam is a small dam

~ builtabove ground and into the riverbed of a seasonal sand river. Sand accumulates upstream

~ of the dam, resulting in additional groundwater storage capacity. Similar to sand dam a

subsurface dam obstructs the ground water flow of an aquifer and stores water below ground

" level. S and dams and subsurface dams are suitable for rural areas with semi-arid climate
~inorder to store only seasonal available water to be used in dry periods.

2- A check dam placed in the ditch, swale, or channel interrupts the flow of water and flattens
 the gradient of the channel, thereby reducing the velocity. In turn, this obstruction induces
_;'__f infiltration rather than eroding the channel. Check dams could be designed to create small

~ reservoirs, without the possibility of silting. Such check dams or delay action dams are most
~ suitable in hill torrent areas. These can be built with locally available material and labour.

3- Spreading Basins: This method involves surface flooding of water in basins that are
excavated in the existing terrain. For effective recharge highly permeable soils are suitable
and maintenance of a layer of water over the highly permeable soil is necessary.
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Shafts: Conditions that perm : gz :
s oy rare. Ofien lenses of low permeability lie between 1" 12nd surf,
and water table. thmiﬁcialredwgesysmnswchasp"—‘a” Couid g, s
effective in order to access the dewatered aquifer. SRR
s diecs G
A . the dCCp-“ = e
'5- Recharge wells: Recharge or injection wells are used to directly recharge P-Wate, i
" bearing strata. Recharge wells could be dug through the material over/aying the aquifer o g ©
" if the earth materials are unconsolidated; a screen can be placed in ZOn€ of injectic, gy
Recharge wells are suitable only in areas where thick impervious layer exists DETween u, "
surface of the soil and the aquifer to be replenished. These are also advam{‘gco::h:j area -
where land is scarce. A relatively high rate of recharge can be attained by this ™ : October 04,2018
¥ 4 - the followin, it
Advantages of subsurface dam: Compared with a surface dam, a subsurface dam has = B Hnl::-“” as heritage
I A subsurface dam does not submerge land in contrast with a surface dam beca =€ It STore s T |
water and. Therefore, it does not seriously damage the environment- > ® 170¢ Wschemes. if carefully reviewed and improved, can prove to be truly helpful for the
cause social problem such as the forced migration of local people. clderly and can fit into the scheme of making the country a social welfaré state as intended by the
| 5 T > n i"e’
' 2- A subsurface dam does not lose reserved water by evaporation because waterul‘;s:;«:c: Prl"'m"
underground and there is very little evaporation, in contrast with a surface el - dL_b w,;‘.“ve places of worship, and old cities, the whole world preserves its monuments. But it
 Joses a significant of amount of reserved water due to evaporation in dry seasomn or § i< also recognised that “humans’ are an important part of the heritage. Some individuals are like
semi-arid areas. i forts of courage, and struggle. Many humans are like cities knowledge and wisdom. Most of them
hose who pass on traditions as parents, scholars etc. In the current social set up these human

: it is Stores | are those : 3 3 . ¢
uality because 7t ! ok [ monuments of heritage are the older people. The United Nations (UN) proclaimed a holiday on
October 1, 1991, to acknowledge and to raise awareness about the factors and issues affecting the

Reserved water using a subsurface dam is of fairly of good q -
g ke ntrast with using 2 surfac,. |

3-
underground, and it can be used like ordinary well water, in co! ! ,
dam that tends to proliferate, parasites, anopheles that transmit malaria, and 8€TMS. ang | der generation.
requires purification for domestic use. , 2
2 ) - i o The recognition of Senior Citizens and their needs has taken place in almost all civilised countries
4 In general.. a subsurfaoc dam is more stable than a surface dam ﬁ'om mn‘;l:c':“ep\z:t‘:: including India. In Pakistan *“The Sindh Senior Citizens Welfare Act, 20147, was passed. This bill
dynamics because it is buried underground, and thus does not need m;.‘mtebreaka.ze — - passed by the Sindh Assembly is comprehensive and is cognizant of all relevant factors. However,
breaks, there is no damage to the downstream area because the il B the implementation of the bill is sadly lacking.
In addition to this, a bill was introduced in the Senate as “The Islamabad Capital Territory Senior

Citizens Board Act, 2017°.

Prime Minister Imran Khan, in his much appreciated opening address promised a “welfare state’
that would create hope for the nation. It will be beneficial for all of if the subject of Senior Citizens

In view of the foregoing the only quick, short term, inexpensive and reliable solutio_n t0 warer

conservation is sub surface storage till such time we are able to construct large reservoirs. Actios is comprehensively reviewed

as proposed above if found feasible would need further studies and surveys to locate suitable ares. b i

and local indigenous material and works to trap surface flows for conservation in sub surface The elders should continue to be socially relevant. A system of ‘honourary magistrates’ could be
introduced to help government functionaries and local bodies. Some could be included in advisory

capacities set up by’ the departments

storage.
!
The issues that need to be highlighted are medical, economy, dignity, contribution to society and
lastly housing. Firstly, medical cards should be available to all seniors irrespective of age. These
medical cards should be valid in all government supported hospitals, clinics etc. They should cover
the doctor’s fees, hospitalisation, investigation, procedures etc. In case the card holder wishes to

5- Shallow groundwater consumed via a subsurface dam system is renewable because it ;.
charged with rainfall. Therefore, subsurface dam does not exhaust water resources.
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be treated at a place other than the government supported facility, then the card holder shoyjy b

: : stly treated as a cognizable offence. Furthermore, in eastern societies family is still
asked to contribute 25 percent or more of the total cost.

—ected. Moreover, in our society Islam is used to highlight the importance of ‘Haqooq Ul Ibad’

' e voung should be made aware of,
Secondly, there is a minority of seniors who have private resources and they are not depende. i A i

government facilities. There are also elders who are entitled to pensions, provident funds ang
benefits from their employers. Their needs may be different from others. However, a substay,, "
number is dependant on investment schemes provided by the Government through Na‘i%':
Saving Centers.

nt
» pend their best years taking care of the young by providing them security, guidance,
n, care and love. In their old age, the seniors ask for the same.

ggestions are based on the better values prevalent in the world and in line with religious

es. Indeed, my suggestions can be improved in their implementation and methodology,
not be and should not be ignored. I, as a member of Pakistan Seniors Citizens Association
s affiliated with the United Nations Elderly Network and other international organisations,
Pal istanis as a nation need to fulfill their responsibility.

The most relevant scheme for the seniors are the Behbood Certificates. These certificates
available for a 10 years term at a time, and the profit is free from income tax deduction. The
of profit is also higher than other investment schemes anywhere. However, there is a limitatiop, o
the amount that can be invested. The current limit is 50 lacs.

€

d "_also be remembered that the generation which is the subject of this article is the
The Behbood schemes, if carefully reviewed and improved, can be a truly helpful scheme for 3, ation xl'giph was involved in the struggle to make Pakistan an independent nation.
elderly and can fit into the scheme of making the country a social welfare state as intended by ., S o

Prime Minister.

g%
i
Tl »
B ¥

However, this can be improved by focusing on the best rate of profit which was earned in 2003 |,
was 16.8 percent per annum but it kept being reduced. This scheme is most relevant to provide ,
hassle-free, secure and legal source of cash flow. This cash flow helps the elderly in meeting 45,

" to day expenses and to not be entirely dependent. But the downward revision of profit rates, an

the higher cost of living and inflation are counterproductive and discriminatory. It is recommendeg

that the rate of interest must be maintained at which it was in 2008, and considering the inflatig,

and the higher cost of current living, the limit of investment be should, in fact, be increased to g

least 100 lacs, and preferably 150 lacs per investment. This would provide about RS 150000 pe,

month to the elderly and enable them to live life comfortably and with dignity. Furthermore, the

Government Pensioners can draw a greater benefit if they have the funds to invest because thep,
they can buy the certificates twice.

Thirdly, the senior citizens dignity and contribution to society also needs to be underscored. The
elders should continue to be socially relevant. A system of ‘honorary magistrates’ could be
introduced to help government functionaries and local bodies. Some could be included in advison
capacities set up by the departments. Moreover, they could be made members of clubs o
concessional membership fees, and some with distinguished experience could be engaged a
consultants for 2 national advisory committee.

Lastly, the issue of housing is also very important. In most of the civilised countries, including
India; seniors who own a house are provided the facility of ‘reverse mortgage’. Which means tha
these elders can live in their house, but have to mortgage the house for an estimated life
expectancy. At the end of the term of the mortgage, they can keep receiving an amount and after
their demise; the immediate family has the option to pay back the loan and retain the house. This
enables the elders to live in their house until the end.

Oﬂwreldaswbodo not own a house should be provided subsidised housing and care. It should
include nursing if required and medical benefits. In India, it is mandatory for the children to look
afigrtheir parents to provide love, affection, care and a sense of security. If the young fail to dos:
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Rapist Hanged! Now??
J

ittle girls was hangeg

On Oct.17 the rapist and killer of innocent Zainab and several other | N BEEN CURED, L\z

took its course. Angry society has cooled off. BUT HAS THE SOCIE
THE MALAIS IS THERE AS BEFORE.

5 3 eral
Punishment must be carried out but the process should not end there. There are SEY Questie,

to be answered. Zainab’s father is said to have witnessed the hanging. DO
it absolve him and Zainab’s mother, of the neglect shown by them by procee
the child unprotected at home? Why did they not take her along? Who was all . S
of her? Were they able to do so? Do they know how to take care of a child specially a &irl chij
Did the rapist’s father know how to take care of his child? The father of the rapist Imran fell gro, )
short of his responsibility. Such parents must realize that Allah Taala forgives Haq°f5’ Allahp,
NOT *Hagqoogq ul Ibad’. It was a part of *Haqqoq ul Ibad’ that Zainab’s parents should have 5},

ding for Umra |Ca\f
supposed 1o take '

es it satisfy himo p |

her along or taken proper care for her to be looked after. It was part of «Haqooqullbad”, for
father of the condemned and hanged Imran, that he should have taken care of his son and sa;,,
him from being led astray.

The, now hanged Imran, was interviewed by a distinguished psychologist when Imran
convicted. Mr. Aamer Sarfraz diagnosed the reasons of Imran becoming a criminal. I referto)
Aamer Sarfraz article “ Psychopathology of serial killer” published in Daily Times'of Feb.28.20;
The child Imran had a normal wish to become a “Nageeb™. A “Naqeeb” is a prominent position
the mosque. He could be a ‘moazin’, prayer leader, or Naat Khan or a Qari. But in his fjeSlre )
learn these sacred, respectable business, the ‘teacher’ abused him. His psyche was continuous;

damaged and self respect was injured. So the energy of youth got diverted. Growing libidin:

energy pushed him in another direction. He was getting criminally dominant and remorseles

Unconsciously the revenge of his insults and frustrations. He ended up as the criminal that ¢
court found fit for hanging. Imran is gone and his victims are gone. The Malaisremains.If nothir;
concrete is done then the social systemwill produce more predators and more innocent souls w

suffer. '

As a society we should not stop at hanging. Case studies must be made. The psychotherapists mc
come forward. This is the time to act. Not to just draw salaries and go home. Create awareng
Hold seminars, Advise on practical ways of bringing up mentally healthy children "'.‘»

—_—
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AN

res nsibility lies also on parents and religious leaders. Many religious leaders are known to be
inst family planning. I am afraid this attitude is mostly because the men want unrestricted
license to sexual pleasure._Thcy propagate that God Almighty will take care. What about the
'ponsibility that the Almlghty has given to the humans? There needs to be firm and extended
campaign 10 help religious *leaders’ to understand the psyche of the young and the responsibility
of the elders. Parenthood must also be understood. The desire to have a child is mostly there in
married couples but they need to understand in moral, social, and financial terms the responsibility
that parenthood briqgs. The parents like those of Zainab and Imran did not deserve to be parents.
They neglected their children and must be made responsible. Of course the state must take
sibility as well. State must make it obligatory for those who intend to marry to learn the
responsibility of parenthood. In many countries the expecting couples go through lessons for
bnsponsible parenthood. The parental care and responsibility must be fully understood before the
start of the process of procreation. All religions introduced a marriage system for peace in society
and for realizing a sense of responsibility. In all systems contract of marriage secures the right of
the child. In modern society fresh thinking is required to ensure child’s healthy physical and mental

'mtvth
So far there is no collective sign of awareness. When the Zainab case was in the news lot of people
felt their conscience was disturbed. But the focus unfortunately was on punishment only. People
‘accused the government of in efficiency and neglect, even involvement. This reflects an immature
* mind with little depth. Punishment is a deterrent not a cure. To cure or reduce the illness much
':}n"bie is needed and only some of the steps have been indicated. Study should also be made of the
~ countries where such crimes low. We cannot always justify by saying that such crimes also occur
~ inUSA and UK etc. These countries should not be our role models and if such crimes occur there
i :we don’t need to follow. We will need to evolve systems of education, training, understanding and
~ treatment in our social context and here the role of educationists, religious scholars, doctors and
 jurists assumes the key importance.

Medta has played a disappointing role. A totally negative role. Role of electronic media is

essentially negative or commercial. This institution has damaged the society in many ways. In this

.~ case, they focused on punishment only. They used the crime for sensation and for higher rating
and getting commercials to improve their finances. There was little sense of social responsibility.

- Responsible media should have made an in depth study of the complex problem, shared it with

- viewers and made them aware of the potential dangers. A responsible electronic media should

- have collected experts to do series of programs for parents and society to handle the ‘young’ in a
more responsible way. TV, the most important part of the electronic media, should have held
“discussions on how to sublimate the libido energy of the young. Tv is seen and it still has a bit of

~ credibility although several anchors and participants are bent upon destroying it asap. The

electronic media should either play a responsible role for society or quit. Reporting on NAB and
political discords and all negative news only create anxiety and lack of faith. We need faith in the
society and ourselves. We need to build a healthy nation in *Naya Pakistan® or ‘Real Pakistan’’
whatever it may be called. To achieve this objective we need to pay attention to the young, and
the whole lot of attitudes between men and women, sexual relationships, and responsible caring
of the infants. Stop treating babies as a byproduct of sexual pleasure only, and a burden afterwards..
Neither God nor Society can forgive that.
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I si ientious organization, a government ministry, an NG,
sincerely hope that some consci 2 ,ag o killed and t v
Hot

Sociologists hear the call of those ‘Zainabs® who are next to be raped and =1 .
young boys desirous of becoming a ‘Nageeb’ or some-how distinguishing themsej, es , :
end up on gallows. 5
.
October 28,2018
Rapist hanged, now what?

As a society we should not stop at hanging. Case studies must be made. The psychotherapists must
come forward. This is the time to act. Not to just draw salaries and go home. Create awareness.
Hold seminars, Advise on practical ways of bringing up mentally healthy children. The

responsibility lies also on parents and reiigious leaders
On October 17 the rapist and killer of innocent Zainab and several other little girls was hanged.
Law took its course. Angry society has cooled off. But has the society been cured? No. The malais

is there as before
Punishment must be carried out but the process should not end there. There are several questions
to be answered. Zainab’s father is said t6 have witnessed the hanging. Does it satisfy him?

' Does it absolve him and Zainab’s mother, of the neglect shown by them by proceeding for Umrah

leaving the child unprotected at home? Why did they not take her along? Who was supposed to
take care of her? Were they able to do so? Do they know how to take care of a child specially a
girl child? Did the rapist’s father know how to take care of his child? The father of the rapist Imran

[, fell grossly short of his responsibility.

/ Such parents must realize that Allah Taala forgives ‘Haqooq Allah” but NOT “Haqooqullbad’. It
was a part of ‘Haqooqullbad’ that Zainab’s parents should have taken her along or taken proper
care for her to be looked after. It was part of “Haqooqullbad”, for the father of the condemned and

hanged Imran, that he should have taken care of his son and saved him from being led astray.

The, now hanged Imran, was interviewed by a distinguished psychologist when Imran was
convicted. MrAamer Sarfraz diagnosed the reasons of Imran becoming a criminal. I refer to
MrAamer Sarfraz article *“Psychopathology of serial killer” published in Daily Times of February
28,2008. The child Imran had a normal wish to become a ‘Naqeeb”. A “Naqeeb” is a prominent

position in the mosque.
He could be a ‘moazin’, prayer leader, or Naat-Khawan or a Qari. But in his desire to learn these
sacred, respectable business, the ‘teacher” abused him. His psyche was continuously damaged and
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. [T H er, u "
self respect was injured. So the energy of youth got diverted. Growing libidinal energy’p shcd‘-..
in another direction. ¥z |
venge of his insulgs
J/mran is gone
ocial sSysten,

He was getting criminally dominant and remorseless. Unconsciously the e
ﬁ,.mﬁgf:: ﬁe ended u: as the criminal that the court found fit for hanging-
his victims are gone. The Malais remains. If nothing concrete is done then the s

produce more predators and more innocent souls will suffer.

k\:
»

As a society we should not stop at hanging. Case studies must be made. The psych <> zherapists p, N

come forward. This is the time to act. Not to just draw salaries and go home.

mentally heg,
<ous leademb
the men

Create awareness. Hold seminars, Advise on practical ways of bringing up_ 7

children. The responsibility lies also on parents and religious leaders. Many religt

known to be against family planning. I am afraid this attitude is mostly becauS<

unrestricted license to sexual pleasure. They propagate that God Almighty W1
_ about the responsibility that the Almighty has given to the humans?

e of electyrONIC Medij,

Media has played a disappointing role. A totally negative role. Rol any Ways. Ing

essentially negative or commercial. This institution has damaged the society in
case, they focused on punishment only. They used the crime for sensation an
and getting commercials to improve tueir finances. There is little sense O
Responsible media should have made an in depth study of the complex pro
viewers and made them aware of the potential dangers

- 5. < ’to unders\ar_ld the ps.‘Cf ;:
There needs to be firm and extended campaign to help religious ‘leaders e erstood. The des:.

- -3
d in moral, social, 5,/
5

of the young and the responsibility of the elders. Parenthood must also be
10 have a child is mostly there in married couples but theyneed to understan
financial terms the responsibility that parenthood brings. |

The parents like those of Zainab and Imran did not deserve to be parents. They neglected ”7::/
children and must be made responsible. Of course the state must take responsibility as well. Staz
must make it obligatory for those who intend to marry to learn the responsibility of parenthood f /
many tountries the expecting couples go through lessons for responsible parenthood. The parent: |
care and responsibility must be fully understood before the start of the process of procreation. /

All religions introduced a marriage system for peace in society and for realizing a sense ¢f
responsibility. In all systems contract of marriage secures the right of the child. In modern socies |
fresh thinking is required to ensure child’s healthy physical and mental growth.

So far there is no collective sign of awareness. When the Zainab case was in the news a oty
people felt their conscience was disturbed. But the focus unfortunately was on punishment on)
People accused the government of in efficiency and neglect, even involvement. This reflects
immature mind with little depth. Punishment is a deterrent not a cure.

To cure or reduce the illness much more is needed and only some of the steps have been indica
Study should also be made of the countries where such crimes low. We cannot always justify
saying that such crimes also occur in USA and UK etc. These countries should not be our e

il

1 vake care. y, ‘

d for higher ray; |
f social responsibjj.°|
blem, shared it |
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s and if such crimes occur there we don’t need to follow. We will need to evolve systems of

me ation, training, understanding and treatment in our social context and here the role of

:g:c.tioﬂlsts' religious scholars, doctors and jurists assumes the key importance.

ia has played a disappointing role. A totally negative role. Role of electronic media is

ially negative or commercial. This institution has damaged the society in many ways. In this

essen‘hey focused on punishment only

caseés t
sed the crime for sensation and for higher rating and getting commercials to improve their

Th:ny'c‘;, There is little sense of social responsibility. Responsible media should have made an in
g:pth study of the complex problem, shared it with viewers and made them aware of the potential

A responsible electronic media should have collected experts to do series of programs for

ers.
sl nd society to handle the ‘young’ in a more responsible way.

rents @
PAr

{hé most important part of .the electronic media, should have held discussions on how to

T;IY)’ll nate the libido energy of the young. TV is seen and it still has a bit of credibility although
:everﬁf anchors and participants are bent upon destroying it a sap. The electronic media should

cither play 2 responsible role for society or quit. Reporting on NAB and political discords and all

ncgative'news only create anxiety and lack of faith. We need faith in the society and ourselves.

we need to build a healthy nation in ‘Naya Pakistan’ or ‘Real Pakistan’’ whatever it may be called.
To achieve this objective we need to pay attention to the young, and the whole lot of attitudes
between men and women, sexual relationships, and responsible caring of the infants. Stop treating
pabies as a byproduct of sexual pleasure only, and a burden afterwards.. Neither God nor Society
can forgive that.

I sincc;-ely hope that some conscientious organization, a government ministry, an NGO, or
Sociologists hear the call of those ‘Zainabs’ who are next to be raped and killed and the cry of
those young boys desirous of becoming a ‘Naqeeb’ or somehow distinguishing themselves, to end
up on gallows.
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It is the last generation now

v : i just about
On the basis of this record the total surviving generation over 80isJ] ‘ﬁ; 3 So 1 heO- 2 e,
as some of these must have passed off between the census and now- umy,

 survivors is about 400,000, including me.

How could you realize it! Life is busy and time passes very fast. S0 do the ‘°'ders“._,_

don’t just pass they ‘pass away’.

I am talking about the generation which is now over 80 years of age. Th_efF .is
significance to this generation in the context of our country and that is Why it is jp,
to talk about it, and think about it, before they are all gone. h

As of 1 January 2018, the population of Pakistan was estimated to be 199,031,265, .
_This is an increase of 2.10 percent (4,099,417 people) COmP?{ed to po;;ulaff_
0f194,931,848 the year before. In 2017 the natural increase was POSItiVe, as the py,
of births exceeded the number of deaths by 4.335,284. . i

On the basis of this record the total surviving generation over 80 is just about 0.2 pey,.
as some of these must have passed off between the census and now. So the nump,
survivors is about 400,000, including me. 1 survived cancer in 2005 and with g
blessings completed the National Art Gallery as a humble contribution.

Who are these Super Seniors? These are your parents, or grandparents. You would ky,
if they are sick or healthy, economically self-sufficient or with a begging bowl! Ar:
a burden or an asset? These questions are to be responded by the family. But not onl}
the family. The state must take responsibility as well.

State must take responsibility for more than one reason.
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1 This is a reason accepted around the world because such persons made whatever
contribution they could in their life time and any decent state looks after their
physical, financial and other needs.

5. The most important in the context of Pakistan. This is the last generation who were
of the struggle of the independence; made sacrifices, and saw the blood shed

during migration.

}s the remainder of the generation from which 14 million were displaced, 2 million were

::illed and an equal number was raped, and injured. This is the generation which bowed
and kissed this land, licked the wounds and, with courage and little resources went forward

to build a free country. This is the nation who saw and followed the Quaid e Azam. This
is what makes this ‘last generation” unique in the world. This is the generation which saw
plood drenched trains, houses on fire and bodies on the streets. These are the people who
shared whatever they had and tried to heal the wound and rehabilitate. Finally these are
the ple who are witnesses and can tell the whole story of the struggle and sacrifices
made for independence. Remember many are already gone. Intizar Hussain, Hamid
Akhter, Mehdi Hassan, NurJehan, Reshman, Hijab Imtiaz Ali, AR Chughtai, Syed Imtiaz
Ali Taj, Hanif Ramey, Habib Jalib, Ustad Daman, Justice Shahabuddin, Cornellious and
many other sensitive persons are already gone. God bless their souls.Several may go.in
this decade. We need to locate them, honour them, record them and give them a status and
position of respectability. Their experiences are no ‘tales’, these are realities to learn from.

It is the remainder of the generation from which 14 million were displaced, 2 million were
killed and an equal number was raped, and injured. This is the generation which bowed
and kissed this land, licked the wounds and, with courage and little resources went

forward to build a free country 3
This generation of Super Seniors has no voice. They are not political activists. They don’t

have the energy. They can’t come to the politicians or civil servants to be heard and wait
outside their door. This should not even be expected or required if the ‘nation’ the ‘state’

fulfills its responsibility.

* What is the responsibility of the 99.8 percent of the rest of the nation and their government

running this State of Pakistan?

There are claims of making a ‘welfare State’, there are claims of making a state like
“Medina’. These are all good intentions and give some hope. But to fulfill these pledges.
I suggest to form a committee of Seniors and Super seniors to analyse the needs of this
‘last generation’. Fulfill their needs on priority but also record their experiences. The good,
and/or the bad, experiences during independence movement. All of these. Don’t just
record the versions of the politicians of now and then. There was much more in life than
the political experience. I have been asked to record my experiences by archive collectors
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the world over. But my experiences were limited to me as an indlYld val. There are &,
Stories from as many individuals that are alive today. These stories are your herjy, %
history. Don’t lose it; these people will not be there for long to tell the tale. Ther, ; :
openers of evil deeds, but also eye opener of courage and bravery and respect fop 't
lives and value of friendship. Some people without caring for the religious asg,,
risked their lives to protect the persons of other faiths. The experiences O f MINOTit e ’

be given special attention.

To look after the various aspects of the Super Seniors I would like ¢ t
that may be considered by the decision makers in the present governmere-
rmine the actual nump,

o Suggest Some 3

There should be an organization/committee set up to dete

- male/female survivors.

1. Analysis be made of their status, needs and contributions t0 the country .
2. System be devised to fulfill their financial, medical, housing needs, and i, L
them participate usefully in society.

3. While some facilities exist in the form of National Savings investrments
should be upgraded for Super Seniors as soon as possible and pre

end of the year 2018.

4. Super Seniors be allowed to take a reverse mortgage if they own
banks should be given instructions accordingly.

a house ang s

5. The distinguished Super Seniors should be consulted in decision making atdj flers
levels of government to benefit from their experience and maturity -

6. Special health cards are issued which should enable them to seek medical hel
they are not satisfied by -the government hospitals they should be Provideg g,
medical help of their choice at a contribution of 25 percent by the senior.

7. If housing is not available to the seniors then adequate and clean senior housip;
provided by the government with assisted housekeeping.

8. Media and libraries should be instructed to contact such super seniors to record.
experiences of independence struggle, migration and settlement.

9. The off springs should be instructed to provide emotional and physical care:
religious duty and be made legally responsible. Incidently such laws existin

ferably befo:
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10, If some seniors possess any extraordinary skill, or art, then arrangements should be
made to help them pass it on to interested students, This would mean scholarships

to students.

se are only a few suggestions but when a ‘Committee’ is formed then lot more can be

;‘;;Zd by collective thinking.

The basic idea is to bring the benefit of the experience to the nation and provide dignity
and comfort to the Super Seniors. These Super Seniors are in a very a small number and
to take effective steps the government does not need to look to IMF or World Bank! These
are our ancestors and if we can’t provide for even such a small number then it is a matter
of great shame. | have no doubt in my mind that it is only a political will that is required,
NOT an aid. If the political will is there and the urgency is felt, all actions can be taken

successfully. ,
While I am trying to make a case for the Super Seniors because of their limited expectation
of life span, I do feel that government also needs to rationalize and improve upon the
existing assistance to all Senior Citizens because they have also done whatever they could
and need support in their old age.

[ write with conviction but several times I feel that these words are falling on deaf ears.
Writings appear on the pages of a worthy newspaper and, later, find room in the waste
paper basket. Because, the decision makers, politicians, as well as civil servants,have little
interest in public opinions. They have a casual look at the ‘headlines’ and the rest is of no
interest. They are always in a ‘meeting’ and avoid public. Most of them attend to offices
to be able to draw their salaries; only few try to make their salary a ‘rizqe halal’, by serving

the community.

I try and do my duty in response to my conscience and hope the readers will cooperate
and play a part in whichever capacity they can. There is great power in collective action
and this is the only way to make any headway. The action is needed NOW. Not after the

last generation is gone, it will give them no satisfaction.
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Supreme Court must be fully supported

Do whatever lawfully you can and not assume silence

: 2 iti of Pak;
Supreme Court’s esteem has risen much higher in the eyes of all responsible i L g IStay
and the rest of the world by their recent decision.

THE JUDGES HAVE SHOWN COURAGE TO DO JUSTICE.

<4 : ! - kistan bow doy, .
This is what the nation expects of them. If the judges of the Supreme Court of P2 lt;c o ke c;:c

for considerations, or fear, or expediency then that will be end of the countrs

people’s integrity.

The 3 judge bench pronounced Aasiya Bibi NOT GUILTY. This is how an Islamic State shoujq
be. The judgment is most convincing. The Islamic traditions are upheld and appr ‘_’P"'atf"ly quoted
The decision is unanimous by 3 judges, written by the Chief Justice Mr. Sagib Nisar hxmsglf, and
concurred by Mr. Justice Asif Khosa. The old judgment was on extremely week basis, ang
unfortunately, under some sort of pressures of interested groups.

There are several important parts in the judgment of the Supreme Court which are illuminating
and clearly show that the judges have full understanding of Islam and its teachings.

MrJustice Khosa observes:

*_...It was revealed that ‘blasphemy’ had been committed (if at all) by the Christian appellant after
her Muslim co-workers had insulted the appellant’s religion and had injured her religious
sensibilities only because she believed in, and was a follower of, Jesus Christ. According tothe |
HOLY QURAN, a Muslim’s faith is not complete till he/she believes in ali the Holy Prophets an
Messengers of Almighty Allah including Jesus Christ (Peace be upon him) and all the Holy Books
of Almighty Allah including the Holy Bible.

From that perspective insulting the appellant’s religion by her Muslim co-workers was no less
blasphemous.”
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fel detailed Jjudgment, the court has made several references to the teachings of Quran and the
nt pPBUH). The judges are more than aware of the religion Islam and the Constitution of
P ,kri,stlﬂ justice’S‘t‘lqib Nisar has very comprehensively summarized that “Supreme court belongs
i ALL Pakistanis”.
s“m‘ﬁ'f.secr was courageous and a prqtggoni§t. F_’akislan. lost him, but he will be remembered
for his Qonviction, and supreme court decision vindicates him. God bless his soul
|t is also very important that the role of thg present political government be appreciated. The Prime
Minister rose above political pressure, exigencies and compromise and said what he needed to say.
He said that the Supreme Court decision must be respected, law should take its course, and public
ty will be protected. State will assert its will and perform its duty. The prime Minister rose

property y big
above compromise, and asserted on the principle.

THIS CAN. BE A STATEMENT BEFITTING ‘NAYA PAKISTAN'.

One has been disappointed by the weaknesses of the previous governments which bowed to
plackmail, failed to control damage to property and business and let the terrorists and extremists
rule. It is suspected that some of the extremist groups became allies of some wings of the
government, and played a destructive role on the behest of enemies of Pakistan. Such weakness
of those governments eroded the public faith in the local brand of democracy, the governance and
its corrupted institution..The thinking public was disappointed.

The present governiment has shown the strength by not bowing down to the demand of the street
_urchins to place Aasiya Bibi on ECL. Why demand that???? Why an innocent person is to be
restricted? Do these street urchins realize the pain of a mother living under fear of death and not
being able to look after her children for several years? Why do these extremists want her to say
something which she does not want to say against the Holy Prophet? Just so that they can score a
point? Or to please those who fund them? Or just by total brainless emotionalism? The time has
come that the religious leaders realize their responsibilities. They must expel and expose those
who have entered their groups wearing garbs gnd promoted by forces which are anti-Islam and
anti-Pakistan. Such are those who incite people on self-immolation, suicide, and disturb national
. These are the elements that all religious leaders and particularly managers of ‘Madrasahs’
must watch out against. These are enemies of the country and the government must act forcefully.
Fortunately PM Imran Khan has shown that intent.

From a larger perspective, the religious leaders need to tell their followers as to what is nearer to
God Almighty? Forgiveness? Generosity? Large-heartedness? Tolerance? OR, Revenge? The
choice is ciear. The life of the Prophet (PBUH) clearly indicates tie understanding that all religions
MUST be respected, in particular the “AHLE KITAB”.

Unfortunately, like many other religions, Islam is also exploited by opportunists and terrorists.
They wear the garb of religion and hurt humanity. Pakistan has suffered huge losses and an
irreparable loss in the case of the murder of Mr. Salman Taseer. Salman Taseer was a highly
educated person, with solid family background, and successful professional and public life, but
murdered by an extremist. Salman Taseer was courageous and a protagonist. Pakistan lost him,
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preme court deCl.Sl.OH vindicates him ) :‘

but he will be remembered for his conviction, and su

bless his soul.
is inciting people to

The rumors are spreading that a suspect, an illiterate religious leader, I .
the law of the Ia:d. He g making az:ceals to ‘rise (or ‘sink’) to worst behav1o’ and confy, ,’

law and the state. Who is he? How does he claim to be a Muslim? He is one Of‘hosc_ Who ,
wash youth to commit suicide. This is NOT allowed by Islam. This person is prof oting ‘£
and must be made an object of the ‘Rud e Fasad® action. The ‘simple’ in Pdk'\stanhge‘ Misleq :
exploited by these ‘Islamists’. No more. Time has come, for citizen loyal to th& COungy, k
religion, to defend the constitution and the rule of law. )

N Ak - g L k
All patriots, all Pakistanis it is time to protect your ideology and not be on ;‘;‘;:‘::r?"h b
whatever lawfully you can and not assume silence. A silent onlooker is a P*\SS‘S‘;‘U Ay G“ Crin,
Let us all support the Supreme Court and the law enforcing agencies in th1S ©d by,

you.

inné
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1s your account safe in the bank?

O0eR

sof
‘ [ think the financial insecurity caused by different kinds of frauds through bank accounts,

par'licularly when done at a large scale, as done recently, is terrorism. It should be treated as
rerrorism and the affected should be compensated forthwith to restore their confidence in the

banking systems.
There were times when people and families kept valuables at home for safety. They kept ‘safe’
boxes, but then the thieves developed their techniques and found ways to crack the safe boxes. If
anyone in the house resisted, he or she was injured or killed. But for the thieves it was messy and
risky and the traces could lead the police to them. Thus, some crooks inducted servants or
informers to inform the dacoits of an opportune time to commit the dacoity. On the other hand,
~ several people kept dogs and guns and tried to save themselves from the thieves. Realising the
need to keep valuables safe, the banks introduced ‘lockers’ to replace domestic ‘safes’.

Almost every family kept jewelry and extra cash in the bank ‘lockers’. All this was working well
although sometimes breaking into lockers was reported. People mostly kept their cash in bank
accounts, which could be personal or business accounts. The transactions from the accounts were

generally considered safe. It was good for a long time, but not anymore.

Repeated reports have been in the newspapers about bank frauds. All kinds of frauds. Most
common are ATM frauds, special technologies have been developed by gangs for this purpose.
Criminals have invented ways to steal the pin code. These techniques vary from installation of
hidden cameras to an installed ‘reporter’ which is hidden and connected with a distant computer.

There is another group of thieves which specialize in copying signatures. Huge amounts not just
in millions, much more than that is miss-appropriated. The scale is such that it cannot happen
without the involvement of some functionaries in the banks. The-tumour is that in Islamabad some

specialists are available to forge signatures.

Also consider money laundering, up to billions. This is a large scale fraud against the government
directly. Can it have been done without the involvement of a bank functionary?
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It is not just hear say or sensationalism. I have personally exper ienced this. M);':tvgcngéw €5y,
fOrng and my savings of about seven lakhs were cleaned out. All lega/ actions en tap

6 years have passed, FIA and courts and the banks have been approached but to no ;ﬂ;ai I Ba,: .
amount, For them it is ‘small” not Torm, . . . ’
| +¢ these serve the same purpose without physical bloodshed? Losing one’s savings of years,

5 te insecurity, lack of faith in law and order in a country and thus in its government’s ability to
;rovide safety. Look at large scale bank frauds.

and all others, pay little attention to such a ‘small’ e
T oo DOl 26 R e it 11 0 Yo i :)so ;:\ my case, causes the same sense of insecurity and lack of faith as a bomb blast at a distance.
i ' isks | ‘ ial insecurity caused by different kinds of frauds through bank accounts,

are at risk. The risks include fraud, money launde, hink the financia y ) :
aT:: ::z:dr:m:lns m::)ut?::n'a::uro(me!c‘? ::::.rscust:mers by providing insurance coverage to a ce,-e: J . ‘rticularly when done at a large scale, as done recently, is terrorism. It should be treat.ed as
ey and families. In Pak,sn;' p:rrorism and the affected should be compensated forthwith to restore their confidence in the

limit. Such protected limits cover mostly the accounts of common men
account insurance will be the best way to restore the common man’s confidence

system

in the bany panking systems.

ethim go until they caught the Secon, i
front of the FIA investigator, son,. |
3 ¢

In my case, the FIA even caught one of the two culprits but |
one. What can I expect from law enforcing agencies? In L e
workers indicated that a bank employee was involved but the FIA officer did nothing.

What does all this indicate? Y our account is not safe. Especially, if it is not a very active w | phin
I believe frauds cannot happen if banks are vigilant. Our bankers, some of them, are either fai],r‘, ! Ta&
in their duty or they are intentionally involved and getting a share of the loot. :
What is the role of the State Bank? s :)

r; ' : “9,&',
The State Bank of Pakistan issues instructions to commercial banks, and among these, ther ,, | ol
some intended to safeguard the account holder’s interest. Not much attention 1s paid to they, | '
circulars. They sit in the files it seems. It is a sad indication of the fall of professional standy; | LN

and sense of responsibility. At all Jevels only ‘formalities’ are completed. =70

On ground improvements do not take place. It is an unfortunate part of the general deteriory;, | A
of working standards and professional responsibilities. It is a natural consequence of the poliy | e
appointing “favourites’ and not the competent. When the whole system is based on pleasing, |
‘boss,” then services deteriorate. The rewards don’t come from service to customer; they come
from service to the “boss’ by following his valid or invalid desires.

The fact remains that the account holders are at risk. The risks include fraud, money launderi,
and hacking. Many countries protect their customers by providing insurance coverage to a cert,
limit. Such protected limits cover mostly the accounts of common men and families. In Pakisty
account insurance will be the best way to restore the common man’s confidence in the bankiy |
system. If banks had this cover, then people like me would have been compensated and saved fron
running from pillar to post seeking remedies. It is most irresponsible that the bank’s account holds
- who relies on the security and service of a banking institution is left alone to run for récoven

and/or face hardships.

The large scale bank frauds of recent months and years need to be looked from another angle |
well. Particularly because criminals of foreign origin are also involved and advanced technologes I
are employed. Particularly, in breaking through the ATM systems. I say this as my thoughts tw ‘
to the COAS recent statement on ‘hybrid’ conflict. What is the essence of terrorism? It intendsy,
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December 1, 2018
“Kartarpur, the corridor of love”

o PR ¢ ; assemb \
He presents Gurdwara is built on the historic site where Guru Nanak s?ltled i‘:g oro “,hled ay,|
community after his missionary travels. The present gurdwara is built o “re Y

Nanak died on 22nd Sept. 1539.

Indeed, it is a corridor of love. The real base of religion is love NOT ha
uses religion to create hate among humans. An exploiter can be anyone, PO
religious leader, a greedy business influential, a power seeker in profession,

‘sick’.

I am speaking on the basis of personal experiences. In 2005, | was diagnose
and was to go through a challenging surgery. My eldest son and his American
for me. They visited Churches, Gurdwaras, Temples, and other religious P
them to pray for me. They all did. God almighty listened as He does. The surger>" Was Succe -
and the life of a human was saved. ’
Before Partition/Independence the relationship between various religions, within good hup,, |
was very common. Those who believed in God, as a symbol of love, loved each other a5 His |
creation. |
As a young boy before partition, | went through some unforgettable experiences. I was 6 or 7y,

old. My mother, one of the first female doctors in the subcontinent, was in charge of the oy, |
Government hospital in 40 villages around Ali Raza Abad. We were allotted a *haveli’ 7, |
residence. It needed repairs. Laborers started work. The team was headed by a Sikh mason us, /
was probably from a nearby village, named Bhoptian, entirely populated by Sikhs. As a chilg)|
fancied fun in jumping from mound to the planks and back. As I jumped the Sikh mason notic; |
and in a flash he jumped and caught my hands while the plank caved in, | could have fallen fro |
the roof of the Haveli to the floor which was almost 40 feet down. My savior, at that time did o)

. . :
te. It is the €Xxploij,
litic1an, a SO‘C;?H

or SOmebgy, I

d with kidney can
wife thoughy,,
lacesS and reqye |

think of my religion, it was an act of human love. |

In 1947, there was a lot of tension and the residents of Ali Raza Abad or Bhoptian could not rema:
aloof. The real issues were economic and social, but were being exploited through religi
Bhoptian was Sikh village, headed by Sardar Bahawal Singh. His son was Dilawar Singh. Dilasz

el

up a8
illage St £l
V'“‘ged to Darogha Sahib in Ali Raza Abad and to Sardar Bahawal Singh in Bhoptian. Several
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5T friend and we were almost !hc same age. With the increase in tensions, the residents set
e system of watch on both sides i.e. Bhoptian and Ali Raza Abad. Ali Raza Abad, and the 40
s of Qizilbash state, were managed by Darogha Sahib and his family. So the watchmen

it i q

\se alarms were raised, but nothing happened, no body attacked anybody. One day the watchmen
fe ed that Sardar Bhawal Singh is coming to Ali Raza Abad! Darogha was informed, but soon
'e‘:vo” reported that there was NOBODY with the Sardar! Sardar Bahawal Singh was riding alone.
2 o it was! Sirdar Bahawal arrived, knocked at the door of Darogha's haveli. Darogha extended the
usual courtesies and asked Sardar Bahawal Singh about the reason for his sudden visit.

Here is the real crux of the situation. Sardar Bahawal said “Darogha Ji we have lived here for
centuﬁes. This is the only place we know. All of you are the ones we meet. The people here are
\ike our family. We have decided NOT TO MIGRATE. We have decided to remove the religious
parrier. We all believe in one God Almighty. So there is little difference. From now on, all my
residents in Bhoptian have become Muslims.”

Dnn;ghh got up and embraced Bahawal.

Everyone lived happily ever after. This is the power of love.

As nations grow, they need to prioritise humanity. The Kartarpur Corridor is one such sign of
maturity on behalf of Pakistan. This facility for the Sikh Community has been talked about for a
long time. The Kartarpur Corridor is a border corridor between India and Pakistan. It will connect
holy shrine of Dera Baba Nanak Sahib, located in the Indian part of Punjab to the holy shrine of
Darbar Sahib Kartarpur in Pakistan. This is where Guru Nanak Sahib spent the last ten years of
his life. Main goal of this ‘corridor’ is to facilitate the crossing of religious devotees from India to
visit the Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Kartarpur. It is located in Narowal District Pakistan, only about

4 kilometers from Pakistan-India border.

4n year the 2000, Pakistan agreed to allow Sikh pilgrims to visit the shrine without the need to
présent a passport or visa by constructing a bridge from the Indian side of the border to the shrine.
The present Gurdwara is built on the historic site where Guru Nanak settled and assembled a sikh
community after his missionary travels. The present gurdwara is built on the site where Guru

Nanak died on 22nd Sept. 1539.

The government of Pakistan in September 2018, unilaterally decided to open the corridor before
the 550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak for visa free entry of Indian Sikhs from India to
Pakistan. The step was welcomed by the across the world ~

The call for a visa free Kartarpur corridor is an old, persistent demand of the Sikh Community.
The move was first mooted during the then Prime Minister of India Atal Bihari Vajpayee in 1999,
while Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf approved the idea in 2000. Later, substantial amounts
running into crores were spent to restore the gurdwara. However, the Indian Government changed
stances several times and once even suggested that long distance telescopes should be installed

within Indian border and pilgrims should see the shrine through those only!
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roblems. But did not make thesc problems known to public. I mquested her to
\Dubal and she accepted. However, Zille Huma called me on the phone and said
2 strictly forbidden mama from singing on stage because of her heart condition.
e ‘of life and death. She doesn’t want to refuse you under any circumstances. Please
bout her health”. 1 did and found out that Zille Huma was absolutely right.
er song “dum da kibharosa....” (You cant trust your breathing, it may or may not
“moment... .") had been recordcd. It so happened that while recording this song
ast song with prophetic lyrics. On 23rd Dec. 2000 she had gone to the Almighty
n heaven. She left'a vacuum in this material world which can never be filled.

she sold her house in Gulberg. It was almost on the Liberty round about. There is
ial building at that spot. The road from Liberty Market in Lahore to Hussain
riately named as “Noor Jehan Road”.
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In 1971, I was designated by Government of Pakistan to arrange Pakistan’s participation jp, «
World Song Festival in Tokyo™. Entry was restricted to the best in the world and high sta,, 8
were laid for the participants. | worked for weeks, day and night. Noor Jehan was our bes d"
Many recordings were made. On the other side of the border Lata Mangeshkar was expe
Finally one composition was selected which explored the great range of singing that Noor Jep!
“had. It was™ Shahbaz kareyParwaz..."" by Nazir Ali. We participated. Lata had not arrived. N
Jehan was selected among the best of the best in the world and her song was included in the g, °
of final 11 songs. It was the last week of November 1971 and politically difficult times.

Dacca was under military action and we were to return via Dacca. When we arrived in Daccg g
Pakistan Army commanders requested Noor Jehan to sing for the injured personal in the hosp;
She did. She was always very nationalistic and supportive. She was asked to stay on for a few 4
and visit some hospitals. She was willing but I was very apprehensive. So I requested her to tr,,
to the Karachi according to my plan.along with all members of the troupe and conclude

assignment.

We stayed the evenmg in PC hotel. An air attack took place and a bomb dropped near the hg ol

All commercial flights were discontinued. In any case if we had stayed on in Dacca then we wq
have been prisoners of war for a long time. Dacca fell soon afterwards.

Iin Pakistan Noor Jehan sang for the valiant forces as she did in 1965.

In year 2000 March, I met her for the last time in Karachi. She had been ill for a long time. Becayg
of traffic issue | arrived two minutes late at her daughter’s house. She was waiting, dressed in he

favourite pink sari, leaning against the bannister of the staircase in the lobby. She knew my hap
‘of being always on time, she expressed surprise. | apologized. We moved to the sitting room.

doctor, nurse, and her cousin, Majeeda Bibi joined us. Noor Jehan wanted to talk at leisure. Sh
Was asked repeatedly to go for rest. She wouldn’t. Finally, she asked me again to write her lifg
story and I promised. Then the meeting ended. We were never to see each other again in life time

On the most sacred day, Noor Jehan, left for her final abode. Her charity, her love for humani
her devotion to the country, her love for intellect, her determination to protect her respect, a

whose smcere devotion to friends, is known 1o many.

A song that she sang was “gayae gee dunyageetmarey...” So true.

God bless her soul. NoorJehan was ‘Mallka' and she will remain a *‘Malika® in the creative world

P

" ﬁomedy *True West’ came to life at the Karachi Arts Council when the
ican Hollywood actor Faran Tahir, directed and acted in the play with his
\d xBuIbulay s Hina Dilpazir. The stage plays titled “Bhai Bhai” featured only
1 Tahir and Ali Tahir becoming a continuous part of the play that lasted for
ues were developed by keeping in mind the audience, for each word seemed
 thoughtful reflection. The plot of the play was smooth with no loopholes.
lay, the characters used the back story to explain the current situation, which
1. Immaculately translated by Faran and Ali, the play did have some dragging
necessary to build up for the next scene. While Ali’s dialogue delivery
e other hand, showed his powerhouse vocals when delivering dialogues
nihg with his brother. At some points, his high pitch voice reverberated across
moments his voice was calm and smooth. Faran, who has played significant
ductions such as ‘Iron Man’, ‘Escape Plan’, ‘Charlie Wilson’s War’ and
pls Yed Shakespeare’s “Othello” which was a crucially acclaimed performance.

Ali who plays Boney, a sophisticated. mature, screenwriter trying to make a
and earn revenue by selling his scripts on Netflix. Faran, who plays Buddy,
steals that he refers to as borrowing and has his own way of dealing with
contradicts with Boney’s philosophy of life. “Bhai Bhai” effectively relates to
 play has been translated by adding elements of our society but not dwelling
vialities of life but focusing on aspeets that retain the value of the play. Each
began abruptly but that was the essence of the play. The dialogues added
leading to the climax of each scene and eventually to the ending that displayed
the two brothers.

L .the mother of two brothers who makes her entry during the latter part of the
mediately sends the audience into laughter frenzy with her witty one-liners. Also, part
cter, Zaigham or Ziggy, a producer who can help Boney’s script become part
ly befriends him by narrating to him his story that is weird, to say the least.
layed by Waleed Zaidi and on some days played by Aamir Qureshi, son of
legend Mustafa Qureshi.
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of Savarkar was consolidated in India in the 1920s. It followed an explicit idcqlogy of Hing
nationalism, exemplified by ‘Hindu Mahasabha'. It was distinct from Gandhi’s message of
peaceful coexistence. Savarkar’s philosophy earned the support of Hindu chauvinists v
symbolic leader of this Hindu chauvinism today is Mr. Narendra Modi who has the position of the
prime Minister of India with the support of Mahasabha. He follows the extremist line ofﬁma\‘\
and thus tries to consolidate his support. '

In the present times Abhinav Bharat is led by Savarkar's grand Daughter HimaniSavarkar. She ;.
also related to NathuramGodse who killed Gandhi. Narendra Modi, a believer in Hfmduwa‘ an
open extremist, killer of thousands in Gujarat, is trying to consolidate his position for the ney,
elections which are not oo far in India. His party leadership is based on the blood of thousands ¢.¢
innocents. The new act of terror at PULWAMA is supported and organized by the sponsors ¢
Modi. Pulwama terror act was strategically organized by Hindutva. However, It 1S unfqﬂur)ijlc thag

_ the progressive Hindus of India are being suppressed now. The Muslims and all minorities 4,
living underfear. It may be recalled that Sikhs were harassed, killed and tortured as well. Tp,
demand of Sikhs for their constitutional rights was treated as an uprising. During that Period,
Killing of their leader and attack on Sikh sacred places occurred. The inevitable backlash 5
revenge. Nobody has ever gotten away after insulting Sikhs. This situation could have been bette,
handled by the Congress Government. Indira Gandhi yielded to the pressure of extremists and tog
actions she should not have and consequently she lost her life.

he marks of the gun palettes on innocent faces have so far not effectively wokenup the
individuals or the organisations who claim to protect the human right. The United
iggest disappointment. The UN is like a court jester, in attendance in the court of

The Indian Govemment’s extremely arbitrary and unconstitutional conduct towar_ds Sikhs isa long
story of Hindu extremism. The Hindutva concept is same as the Arya Samaj doctrine. This doctrine
believes that India is a sacred land of Hindu Aryans. The fact is that Aryans only came ip
oppressing numbers between 3000 and 2500 BC. The Aryans suppressed the locals as d.escr.lbed
in detail in the Rig Veda, then absorbed the knowledge of Indus Civilization and called it Hindy
wisdom. The Hindu Wisdom classified humans to upper and lower classes. The Arya Samaj
Doctrine exposed itself in *Satyarth Prakash’ in which it throws slander on all other religions like
Buddhism, Jainism, Christianity, Islam and Sikhism.

cupied’ by Indian forces. Even the ruler did not give it away to India in 1947. The
ween India and Maharaja’s Kashmir was limited to certain subjects like foreign
cy. India used excuses to post heavy military units and build its hegemony. The
ferendum has been constantly denied. The will of the people in the occupied
Y6 to be determined. The innocent populace in search of the freedom expression gets
. is blood of the young and old_in the streets of Kashmir; generation after ge'x‘m‘eration
> after decade. UNO observes! What for? '

i llain is the government of India. Indian government and the parties in power have used

toy to play with to win electoral support. None has shown the statesmanship of
| ;B truth and humanity. It was expected of the Congress, but it failed miserably.

- was considered to be the symbol of secular Indian thought. But it failed to rise to the

d cowed down under the pressure of the extreme right Hindutva. It needed the
> and tried to show its commitment to them by suppressing Kashmiris and their
ebiscite. Each political party contesting for Indian government used suppression of
5 to show their loyalty. The Kashmiris hardened their struggle and Indian political parties
1e suppression and bloodshed. Narendra Modi crossed all limits.

In short: intolerance and terrorism form the basis of Hindutva and its current leader is Narendra
Modi. How can anyone expect something better from him? He needs to save his political base by
using extremist actions and he has succeeded till now. His support is dwindling because of
Pakistan’s open arm policy and willingness to hold dialogues on difficult issues. The opening of
the corridor for sikh pilgrims has added fuel to the fire. How can Modi join in friendship? He
thrives on hate! With the recent mass murder engineered in Kashmir, he has used the technique of
immediately putting the blame on Pakistan. He got results of strengthening hate, and suppressing
goodwill between the countries. he enlightened and sensible Indian communities believe in good
human relations but when their thinking is under attack by extremists, they cow down. How long
will this continue for? The solution can only be found by the Indian populace.

L

’erta'nd targeted Pakistan as an ‘enemy’ because it supports the legitimate demands
liris. Modi thought that his failed government will get support if he goes a step further
ns Pakistan. His public statements were worse than those of a street thug. He must have
that callous bloodshed in Kashmir combined with brow beating Pakistan will consolidate
ting strength. He must have been shocked when he ended up with a bloody nose. :
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In the recent conflict, Modi’s government lost both militarily and diplomatically. If the -
voices, highly respected in India, are heard then it is a shame that a secular country is rujeq ;‘
such a bigot with outdated ideas in the modern world. Hatred and armed oppression are a f5;,
combination. Love and justice for humanity have much greater power. Extremists rely op tﬁd
power of hate and lose, but godliness is in love and it always wins. Maybe India is ready fo, tht
emergence of a third political force with a more contemporary and broader political v ision. Peop‘:
of the subcontinent, in particular, can only progress in peace and with love and respect for ),
Pakistan has clearly extended a hand of friendship to India and taken the lead. Modi wiy

remembered in history if he becomes part of a peaceful solution to Kashmir. He does not realjq,
that. But surely, he can if he has the vision and not a slave of extremist thoughts. At least he shouiq

realise that even in the Kashmir accession contract, the Maharaja of Kashmir retained most of the
rights for himself and Lord Mountbatten committed that the Indian government will facilitate .

determination of the will of the people.

If India wants to work for peace then they have a workable option in place. A draft proposal svas
made in August 2004 by the then President of Pakistan General Pervez Musharraf. This proposay
was being seriously- considered by all the relevant parties including Kashmiris, Indians ang
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tﬁg country now, may remember the ‘holdall’ or “Bister Band”, prepared for the journey.

Pakistanis. It is worth looking at it at this point.

The Musharraf solution to Kashmir includes the following: demilitarization or phased withdrawwaj
of troops, no change of borders of Kashmir. However, people of Jammu & Kashmir will be
allowed to move freely across the Line of Control, self-governance without independence. and g
joint supervision mechanism in Jammu and Kashmir involving India, Pakistan, and Kashmir.

" These points were generally accepted as a good starting point. This basis was said to be worthy of
consideration by Vajpayee and Kashmiris. This makes it evident that all the concerned parties ang

a mediator could have taken it further. The most important advantage would have been prevention
of bloodshed and restoration of peace. It would have further made the state ruled by civilians

instead of some ruthless military might.

Clause 3 provided a saving grace to both rival claimants i.e. Pakistan and India and clause 4 was
perhaps the more complicated one but a basis for better understanding between India and Pakistan.
I feel Modi should study it because by bringing peace to Kashmir, and between Pakistan and India,
he would win the heart of the millions of,peace loving and secular Indians. But does he have the
ability?

It’s simple to see the consequences. Peace between India and Pakistan and resolution of Kashmir
issue will ensure peace in the region. it shall open the opportunities of trade and tourism. Similarly,
India has attractive tourism destinations. It would encourage international investors to set up trade
and industry in the region. Particularly in view of the abundant human resource, and even natural
resource, available in the subcontinent. People of the subcontinent are traditionally hospitable and
interaction with tourists will help achieve better understanding. We can contribute to a better world

if peace is prevalent.
The ball is, in fact, in the court of the Indians. They need to develop a contemporary thinking for
the betterment of South Asia.

routine was o spend summers at a hill station. I am talking of middle class of the society.-

“thir g’ was necessary. For those who are not familiar with ‘holdall’ it is better that I
) ;(\j'{‘s a specially designed bag of canvass material with pockets for clothes, blankets,
d other necessary things that one may need during the stay at the destination. The holdall
ed and rolled and tied up with leather straps. It thus became a baggage roll that a ‘Qulee’
ay porter in the red uniform, could carry for you to the compartment where you had.
d your seat. Families booked complete compartments. Since there was no air conditioning.
days a tub was placed in the compartment with a block of ice in summers. The affluent
ed in the first class usually and a ticket was bought for the ‘servant” who had a separately
compartment. The British had set up systems for the comfort of ‘Sahibs’. There were
ed a lot of ‘brown sahibs’ following the system. The servant would come out of his
partment to check if the sahib or his family needed anything when the train stopped at any
.”{gm.p.stations were famous for some merchandises. For example Wazirabad for knives.
fg’:: ?lay work, Nagpur for oranges and Mathra for ‘paera’ sweet and so on. The families
arly children looked forward to pass through such stitions and get the novelties of theis
:z!\he '.station products were acquired as gifts for the would be hosts as well. The journey:
v 'ugﬁglly long and at an average for 24 hours. Therefore, games of cards, ludo and ‘paratha.
d ‘sl i"lzabab’ were the most popular games and snacks to be carried. It was a long ‘picnic:
“'c% was added by the landscape, river crossings, jungle greenery, and large green fields

an
[ TR
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ad @ @geto experience the train journey in Pakistan once agz ; 5,
r ' Rnilway Minister, Sh. Rashld makes a lot f noise but alsc,

, enew a romantic adventure we arrived at the historical Lahore Railway station
ilway station, where the film “Bhawani Junction” was made starring Ava Gardne,
and Smnrthnger was in a sorry state. It had no discipline or decorum of the past. It was ng;
deagl ﬁdfﬂqﬂg on to the railway line and crossing to the other platform was a routine.
§ b~
ﬁg&;dbﬁrﬂn train which seemed to have been delayed from the scheduled arrival time.
3 ﬁmlly, it ammived. We could not identify the section we were holding tickets for, but the “qulee™
kggymdslmed us into a compartment and announced that it is a make shift train. The originaj
 train was stuck at Rohri station and this ‘contraption’ was put together by the Railway workshop
 to serve us, poor ticket holders. We were also informed that the air conditioning is not likely to
work and there will be no dining car and therefore we should buy our food from the khokha at the
So, this was the first leg of the ‘romantic’ journey. On the way we were treated by the ugly sight
of city waste throughout the journey on both side of the track. The colour of the kachra stacks
slightly changed with the size of the town around. We realized that Pakistan Railway track was
providing useful service of ‘kuchra dump’ through the country. The Kuchra was dominated by
plastic bags, generally known as “shoppers™. -

We were happy to have survived the experience and decided that this ‘once’ was enough.

So, a month later when I needed to go Karachi, I opted for air travel. But on return my options got
limited. There was a sort of an emergency situation because of Indian adventurism and air services
were not available. So instead of indefinitely waiting for the political situation to normalize, it was
important that | be with the family. A friend arranged a train ticket and | had to be back to the
Karachi railway station. The train was a little better this time although it was no mode! of comfort
or luxury. | got a seat in a compartment where there was no one in the beginning but later a few
persons walked in. They seemed surprised to see me as one occupant. It was later found that this
particular compartment was meant for the Manager of the train and his colleagues. 1 felt a bit
awkward but the Manager seemed very hospitable and wouldn’t let me go. He insisted that | stay.
It was exceptional hospitality and 1 was personally looked after by the Manager who had

188 ] " Lt

VIEWS, INTERVIEWS AND PICTORIAL 189

e and my background. He shared his home food, prepared breakfast for me and
fortable bedding. Indeed, I deeply appreciated the gesture. However, the railway
need to improve substantially. The “Shaikhees” of the Minister Shiekh will not
ysare a key transport system in a country. There are hundreds of reasons including
ation, defense uses, and usual public movement. The whole thing needs to be
ved. Railways were the first disciplined department of the government during
ich had public service as its base. All gystems started from railways even a standard
“rishwat’ for some favours. The waiting rooms were clean and the Qulees’ courteous
ained. The platforms were clean and nobody crossed the railway lines and instcad used

r: smg the standard. The Manager gave me an astonishing and pleasing inside news.
t nce last six months, all employees have voluntarily rejected taking ‘rishwat’ because
science. | was most impressed. All does not seem to have been lost. There is some

rvice needs improvement as a routine, Train compartments should be made
oilets given a lot more attention and the landscape on both sides be improved and
. From a tourist point of view train is the best excursion for seeing the country
No doubt we have a lot of beauty beyond the mountains of city garbage around the

: Scanned with !
i & CamScanner’;


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

i VORI : JEWS AND Pl P €
ik L O 13, - VIEWS, INTERVIEWS AND PICTORIAL 191

\ bmve its liquidity and will also help seniors earn a profit without risk. The rate of
had been reduced should be brought back to the level of at least 2003/4 to enable

e b L

sl v ) neet the current inflation.
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. . 53 ed and distinguished seniors, who have contributed in the past and hold good
Rae il % ould be involved in nation building programs. The attitude of discarding old s like
S ] - 4 noring our heritage.
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R s and distinguished seniors, who have contributed in the past and have good
© August 09,2019

, should be involved in nation building programs. Discarding senior citizens amounts
and ignoring our heritage

e i e
‘Where should the old go? m the new government to exhibit better sensibilities than its predecessors. If
PR T 93 can run for office — and win, why can’t we use our seniors? In 2007 a draft of

- Ty L

ens Bill” was introduced but our democratic representatives thereafter paid no
t, However, the proposed Senior Citizens Bill may take months to pass. Therefore,
steps will be necessary. A Senior Citizens Council should be formed. It can help
‘policy proposals, conduct research, and develop comprehensive proposals.
vings should be restored, and the limit of investment enhanced. A health card be

all. Option be given to apply for a gold card or platinum card at a small premium
enable the senior to get health care of their choice.

One expects the new government to show better sensibilities than its predecessors. If Mahathir o,
~ age 93 can run for office — and win, then why can't we use our seniors?

* Itis Tashionable in politics to talk about the youth, women, and children. In case of an accidene g
is reported that “49 persons died; there were 6 women and 2 children among them. .. ”". The otbwey
. 4] dead died as one should, and matter not. Unfortunately, the megia has shown little ethics o

b key role as caregivers to the young. To help young parents groom and teach the
I-am trying to bring your attention to determine the status of the senior citizens in the new “welfare unger population: Make the young aware of gogd tradi.tions, values', Iiterat'ur.e, histt_)ry
state™ being promised to the nation. ore. These are things that can be learnt at home in a loving surrounding. Th|§ imparting
¢ and experience is voluntarily done by most seniors or grandparents but if formally
The United Nations Fund is recently said to have highlighted aging as the most significarasz society and the government it will reach higher importance.
population-related issue for the current century. In developed countries, particularly the “welfare

nples are created at the top. If the top leadership is corrupt then corruption becomes the
day. If the top leadership is sensitive and responsible than the nation follows. The
ran Khan and his colleagues.

States”, the needs of senior citizens at various levels have been recognised. This effort is by an<
large missing from Pakistan. The percentage of seniors in our country is nearly nine per cenz,
‘which means there are about 18,000,000 seniors that must be recognised as humans needing
attention.

My special concern is individuals who have worked hard in their lives and managed to live with 4
measure of dignity but find difficulty after reaching superannuation. My other grave concern jg
those who are part of this century’s improvements and maintain good health, have experience ang
are willing to contribute to the nation but face age prejudice. Several countries have removed the
- age bar for retirement. Seniors that can and want to work, should not be discarded because of age

National Savings schemes are beneficial for individuals as well as the government. The mos
helpful scheme for seniors is the Behbood Savings. A deposit in this scheme for entitled seniors
helps them survive without being dependent on anyone. In the beginning of this century the rate
of profit and the limit of investment per person seemed reasonable. However, the so-called
~ democratic governments reduced the rate of profit drastically without giving an alternative to the
seniors who chose to invest. The new government must rationalise this. Two things must be done
immediately. The ceiling of the individuals® investment should be raised. This action will help the
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the armed forces and dons its uniform a commitment is made. The
‘the country and to serve the nation at all times of need and to be prepared
.'fn‘ the.uniform is the heart of a civilian which has chosen to lay down
ﬁf js'rslecting the nation and the country. These are special individuals. They
/ e" ‘c:ause. They are not mercenaries. Mercenaries fight and take the risk in
naterial and personal gains only, but national armed forces have much higher
ial gains. Therefore it is a primary responsibility of the nation to support
, iffrgﬁ:ents to enable them carry out their solemn pledges. No financial
 buy the hearts of a person if he/she is not motivated to serve to the extent of laying

making the supreme sacrifice. As a nation we have the same ideals and same
ation, the civilians and the army are no separate identities in essence. The
eir share of the responsibility as army personnel carry out theirs. It is
ymbol, the uniform, is respected and no one should ever pass a derogatory
the other hand the person in the uniform must be always mindful by his/her

I
[ c,jzg: the “uniform’ and target it by criticism for the achievement of their
s to be condemned. Difference of opinion can occur with individuals but not

ect it deserves. On the other hand the ‘civilians’ are not to be looked down
individuals with differing outlooks in the civilians. Civilians are not
e armed personnel are. The difference needs careful understanding and
e tolerance and respect for each other’s point of view. Having differences is
sential. These provide learning opportunities from different points of view.

“'!'lsm"g_s to work with armed forces. Starting in mid 80s I was the Chief
nal Horse and Cattle Show in Lahore for almost ten years continuously and
'med forces very satisfactory because I needed discipline and rehearsals to
It was a “National’ event and it was watched in several parts of the world
an important image maker. | was conscious of this significance. As a
d director | have full realization of the importance of rehearsals and discipline
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' childm. The Armed forces rehearse, and dlsclph
L plesented bands and the tattoo shows. To me w},
full view of spectators it has to be aesthetic and at,,
of “Calisthenics’. Army personnel also believe in rep, ary,
well. I had the same experience as a Director of the segmenh‘\

an Games (Sarc Games) in 1989 and in 2004. My creations in thes,
‘because no one outside of China or Korea even attempts to cre, “
ne that in National Horse and Cattle Show and | wanted to make nev, on
several times the process ‘invented’ by me was completely mcomp,eh“l

e rganizers, but 1 found out that they had the patience to listen and make ap,

,M"Wo could have frank discussions, better than in a civilian environment. He, "’t
i o W the mind to the best of his/her ability and tried to achieve the goal. It was mf
ﬁi&vdediubm of those involved was remarkable and their sincerity in memmg

ql\t

'the 'soldiers’ always rise to the occasion. The natural disaster of Earh Ou
-and more recently the Armed Forces’ response to the challenge of tcrronsm
-devastation by floods are evidences that our Armed forces are always there ,,

s”. The history of the country is full of the valiant acts of bravery by the army pers,
m‘ﬁkm *Jame Shahadat’ in saving the lives of all of us. We as civilians must 4
mber that if we enjoy some moments of peace and freedom then the armed Forces are 5

) Tllcy dcfend the nanon and provide it vmh the opponumty to live in peace and

; Unpublished Articles

% “lnﬂns machine age when the misdirected genius of man forges new engines of destruction g,

 day, you have to keep abreast of the times and keep your knowledge and equipment up to date_,
B % we have any evil designs against any of our neighbors but because our own secy;
= - demands that we should not be caught unaware. There is nothing that we desire more than to
i’- ~in peace and let others live in peace and develop our country according to our rights wit
[ outside interference and improve the lot of common man. This is no doubt going to be an
B task but if we are determined to work earnestly and sincerely and are willing and ready to mg,
¥ “sacrifices for the collective good of our nation, we shall soon achieve the aims and the eng
g have in view.”

The advice of the Quaid is valid for the Armed Forces as well as the large civilian population |
all need to work together. hand in hand, with ‘nation’ and the ‘country’ in mind above every o
consideration to improve the lot of the common man.
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wolitical ur |t<is,yolung, but the history of the land, its people and the culture is one of
r known to the world. The archeological discoveries and excavations at Moenjo-
ve that the sub-continent can claim to be one of the ‘mothers’ of civilization.
dus Valley Civilization™ has been estimated to run from 2500 to 1500 B.C,
lowed a series a large scale invasions or imaginations by the Aryans. A
 the first few centuries of the Christian era, there came in a variety of new
intry— the Sakes’, the Parthians, and the Scythians. Again a thousand years
that brought the Afghans, Turks, the Mongols and the Mughals. The
thus a very diverse ethnic origin. In East Pakistan, Mongolian Influence,
Negro Influences are also noticeable. It seems that an Ancient-times, the
vidence is most abundant and common to both East and West Pakistan, is
ch began some five centuries after Christ and much longer in East Pakistan.
isive event in the growth of Pakistani Culture was the arrival of the Arab
ere followed by the Turks, the Afghans and the Mughals. The cultural
nquerors, although Islamic, was not ethnically the same. They came from
ggome under the way of Islam. From this cucumstance has also followed
_t‘gr' use: and imparted greater richness to the country s cultural life. One
lements in the synthesis was the deep influence of European ideas and
t the subcontinent principally through the British role, and right now we are
s also participated. One may mention here that the unsophisticated theatre
very much on the move during this period, and these theatres generally
I‘ng actors or financiers like AlamLohar’s theatre, Nazir’s theatre, Bhatti’s
into contact with the theatre from the city.

t development has been the notice taken by the Government of the problems
at the Government launched any major project for promotion of the theatre,
that the theatre did not any more suffer the complete neglect of the past.
hurdles in the way of development of the theatre was the levy of heavy
Government policy remained very uncertain previously and to quote an
dl‘(’fstan Government granted temporary exemption to the Arts Councils of
of entertainment tax in 1959, but five years later it decided to wnthdraw that
o pectlve effect. Lateron, at least the West Pakistan 1axat‘8 authomm

e plays without too much fuss.

(3 L
1" (VL 400 fheM
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A\

The award of state honors in the field of the theatre by the President of Pakistan was also
Aoy

‘symbolic act of recognition. Also, in this eventful period was appointed a national Compr Mty
recommend to the Government a policy and plan for the future development of the an;m\\ -
e S 1n ® .

country. & .

The third important development was the rise of interest in the publication of plays
significant was the work of the Bangla Academy, Dacca. which published a series of conter,, . "oy

Bengali plays. Majlis Tarragi-e-Adab, Lahore, also published some plays Urdu Translation ¢ *
Bengaliinto Urdu and Urdu into Bengali.were also undertaken and it seemed that, on this h’?
the interest of the publishers was on the increase. -

Last, but equally significant was the formation of a small number of small Semioprofessk,n_‘
theatre groups and an increase in the number of educated young men and women Who thoy,"
seriously of the theatre. TV combination as a possible profession, and started t
income from these sources, partly or wholly.

:

To summarize, although the theatrical scene in Pakistan shows some influence of the ancie,,
theatre in the villages, there is in fact a greater movement towards reviving the later stage ro"fns ‘
With the coming of Independence and the emergence of a national identity, grcat!y enhan_c <d b,
the war of September 1965, there is a great deal of interest among the writers to include in the;,

subject matter the more contemporary events and heroes.

In the cities sophisticated plays, influenced by Contemporary Western staging methods, h ave
dominated the scene. Most of the scripts have been translations but efforts to develop ori ing
drama have been so successful so one can predict with a fair degree of conﬁdence.that the locy
 theatre will be very soon filled with original plays. Some of these plays may be con_sudered to hay,
treated life superficially but depth of vision comes only after the writers have studied and WTite,

for some time and should expected in a few years-times.

As for the problems of the development of the theatre in the future, the government is be gi Nning
10 take serious cognizance of these problems and, with the great upsurge of interest during Tecen,
years, one can entertain hope of much greater developments in the year to comeg.

o live on ‘h;'"’
L o

As ,n’i ou,l,w'e often talk about the example of Madina, we also talk about ‘Haqoq ul Ibad’, but

|i(de'beﬁ¢i,l!".gs a state, or as a nation, is taken.

‘ e
o‘;‘g}p? '_’time that we take action. It is already too late and we are likely to lose this heritage
soon."tv-lSJﬂ‘.e because only a total of less than 80000 people born before 1947 are alive. Most of
memﬁ;}znbt be in a position to record their experiences. Few of them may have been achievers
who must be looked up for guidance. Some of them may be in dire need of help in health and

living expenses. A few may be enjoying the fruits of the service they have been in through pensions
and other supports.
e adde'sn g ;
Befolﬁ[ proceed further let us identify this group as the Most Senior Citizens. Groupl
The other group is of the seniors who have crossed the retirement age and not yet crossed 80. Let

this group be recognized as the ‘Senior Citizens”. Group2
Bomwuﬁs,are recognized in the civilized world as those who need special actions, laws, and

resPEChs gl

It is al o ensured that these people remain a useful part of the society and contribute without
ie conditions of living.

et o of v ing

On the’Bigix's of the steps taken around the world, I summarize and urge the Government of Pakistan

fo show awareness and responsibility that it has socially, morally, and religiously.

Living costs:

i tdglda(
The first existing useful facility in Pakistan is provided by National Savings Organisation.
Now it needs a review and several improvements must be implemented.

These are suggested to be the following:

5]
Pt ot
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a o , vod Savin, ificates needs enharncenierni.
W

Presently it is 50 lacs. There should be no limit. This facility is beneficial for the Govey, on

because it brings money for its work from local resources. Several seniors may like to lig,,, d'f"‘?
their real estate assets to avoid collection of rentals and invest in the Behbood sch, =
However, in caselit r&y{t(!%avg a limit then it should be at least 15 million each. -

eed very s;?eci.al.treatmenf. According to the census by the Government of Pakistan,
| of 80000 individual survivors in this category. Of these halves are likely to be male
les. Both carry tremendous importance in the nation’s heritage.

at some of these have reasonable health and memory, they are the ones who know
olitical circumstances of all generations. Which include the time of the British
t. making of Pakistan, living in complete Pakistan, living in the halved Pakistan after
on. All such persons, who may be very few, must be traced. Their personal
and observation are invaluable and extremely important parts of our heritage like
ohenjo-daro, forts etc. Already several world organizations are seeking such people
g their memories. Their narratives help understand history in the perspective of the
ose times. The partition experience being one major subject.

b. Reverse Mortgage

Ay an advanced age most seniors, who own a house, prefer to spend their last years of Jif. =

the house they own. However financial constraints may not allow that. To avoid this situay; ,I :
most of the countries offer a ‘Reverse Mortgage’ of the house by the banks. In a rew crs;
mortgage the banks make a fair evaluation of the house and buy it. However, the payments a,_

made in monthly installments. This solves the cash flow problem of the senior - ole are not looked after, and recorded, then there will be no one left to tell the

At the completion of the term or earlier demise of the owner, the bank gives the option to ¢ é
decedents to buy back the house on the mortgage price or let the bank take the house. i
banks need instructions and appropriate authorization from Finance Division.

E
blishment of Old Age Homes: Those who are destitute, homeless or unable to
tain a household, such persons should be helped by providing Old Age Homes in
b. Medical Support. Some seniors have entitlement for medical services for them and the;, district, where they can appropriately look after. This responsibility can be carried

families from the organizations they worked for and retired from. Others have no medicy,

support while, at their ageespecially, they are in dire need of it her several courtesies that also need to be extended to the elderly. Like special counters

Therefore, all seniors, particularly the most senior citizens, (Group 1) must be helped . QseLc: These should be ensured in any case.
is the law in most developed countries. It is suggested that all government hospitals shoujg
tend to the Seniors on priority basis. The fee should not be charged. Other expenses
including medicine, hospitalization, and labs on government account. However if g5,
senior wishes special attention from non-government hospitals then he/she shoyjs
contribute 25% of the cost of such service.

d. Social relevance. This factor is most relevant for the individual’s mental health, 54
for the society. This is beneficial for the society, individual, and the family in many way,
The individual with experience can contribute advise on the basis of his/her experienc{of
service. Person can be engaged as an honorary magistrate or adviser in varigy
departments and thus contribute to society and its managers. As an individual it will gjy,
the person a sense of being socially relevant and needed. The society will benefit fromvu,c
long experience/exposure of the individual and may usefully apply to the currep
situations. The immediate family members must do maximum for the emotional ané
physical well-being of these elders. The attention from the immediate family is the mog
desirable and emotionally fulfilling. Therefore, in Islam the *Haqooq ul Ibad’ are mop

important than ‘Haqqoq Allah’!

In India if the children neglect the needs of their parents, then they are punishable by law

E. The Senior Most (Group 1)

: Scanned with !
i & CamScanner’;


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

AND PICTORIAL
VIEWS, INTERVIEWS 3

LRs

March 7,1982
THEATRE IN PAKISTAN.....

Naeem Tahir Interviewed by
Salim Bokhari In THE MUSLIM.

THE AFTERMATH OF WORLD WAR-2

STAGE AND Television actor, director and producer Naeem Tahir was in Rawalpindi recently
stage his play “AapkiTareefat the Liaquat memorial Hall. He took time to have a sitting With,
his correspondent. In a wide-ranging interview Naeem Tahir reviewed the state of theatre.

SALIM BOKHARI: How do you review the early years of drama in Pakistan?

NAEEM TAHIR: If you look back at the middle 1940’s you will find that sub-continent Was
passing through a very critical period. Those were stormy years. The Muslim League and Congre Sy
struggle was coming to a head. The second World War had just ended the traumatic experience
Culture Tradition that had existed before the war was damaged beyond repair. How could the sta e -
unaffected? The War killed theatre of AGHA HASHR's time. Partition created a new situation. [,
India nothing much was charged. It was still  unit. So obviously people connected with the theatre
there were not confronted with the situation we faced here. Peoples from all parts of India were
migrating to Pakistan. They had their own values and traditions. Problem Number ONE was tha,
those who was migrating from should have first re-habituated before we could think culture

development.
The Country was not politically and economically stable. Thus the theatre could not develop the
way it should have had, people who had anything to do with the drama were scattered all over.

They started working in small groups at different places. I would like to mention here that thar
these people in spite of great hardships continued their struggle to re-introduce drama and had

contributed a lot towards this end.

SALIM BOKHARI: Would you name those people who were in the forefront of this struggle and
also when was the first play staged after partition?

VIEWS, INTERVIEWS AND PICTORIAL 205

3 ﬁ n TAHIR: Its really difficult to say what was the name of the first play staged in Pakistan.
NAR \d think that the first play.aftcr 1947 was staged at the Government College, Lahore, in
1, It was based on translation of Shakespear’s “MID SUMMER NIGHT's DREAM".

8« N
4 Played the lead.

e is a possibility thgt a few English plays might have been staged at Government
Lahore, but | am sure this was the first ever Urdu play in Pakistan. Then in 1953, another
ernment Inspector” was staged at Government College. | and Khalid Saeed Butt played

Co
Pax o roles, This again was an Adaption.
the leading 10

sAnMBOKHARI You mean the Untill 1953, plays were only staged at Government College,

TAHIR: No, at around the same time Khawaja Mohiuddin started work in Karachi. If I
‘ WW"M‘" ng Baba-i-Urdu Molvi Abdul Haq encouraged him to stage his first play and “Zawal-
arabad” was perhaps the first Urdu play staged in Karachi.
:/‘,(v
fvmust say that all these efforts were made on individual level. Anyway in the 1950s the
, received greater attention and sev'eral educational institutions got into the act. The
U niversit of Peshawar played the most SI‘gmﬁc.ant role in these years. Again, German Lady
fg’i‘ﬂ Kahle”, also joined tt_ne struggle during this pe'riod and formed the Clifton Players Club.
Kahle played the major role in development of stage in Pakistan. Khawaja Mohiuddin later also
jdm;‘t!lis_club. The Clifton players Staged several plays.
SALIM BOKHARI: When was the first cultural organization formed?

) N‘Q-E?-‘EM' TAHIR: The first ever cultural organization was the Pakistan Arts Council, Alhamra,
u;hofe- It was formed in late 19438. Its formal inauguration was performed by Governor General
'Khawaja Nazimuddin on Dec 10, 1949. The formation of this body was a landmark in our cultural
h,go":ry’. Its office-bearers included Justice S.A Rehman, Syed Imtiaz Ali Taj, Faiz Ahmad Faiz,

* Abdul Rehman Chugtai, B.A Hashmi, S.S Jafri, Zarful Ahsan Lari, Agha Bashir and Dr. Tassaduq
' Hussain Khalid was on the council’s executive. The Arts Council was inaugurated on the eve of

inting exhibition by Chugtai.
SALIM BOKHARI: In 1955, who were the most prominent stage, personalities?

‘NK_EE‘M TAHIR: Well, we had Mohsin Sherazi, Farid Ahmad, Aslam Azhar, Fazal Kamal, Zia
- Mohiuddin among others.
cavilp 3
SALIM BOKHARI: What did you do during this period?
\FEN -
NAEEM TAHIR: | am coming to that. In 1955, I wrote a script and also directed it. In 1956, 1
staged a play “BAKHEEL?” at the Government College. I also directed it. It was successful. The
same year, | did an experimental play “MUJRIM KAUN” it was a really difficult task. | was also
‘the director. The theme was socio-political critisicm. For me it was a challenge as an actor in the
first. In the first place while it was my test as director in second.
R,

1Y
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20
ole of Red lndiaq which was liked. Then | directed a play “You can’t take it with
‘ story of Russian ballet dancer. Later | played important role in “OTHELLO”. 1
out hesitation that being in the University of California was a wonderful experience.
¢ loveable people. I tell you last year, I visited California again after 18 years. |
artment. When the people there came to know that | was old student. They informed
Dr. Melnitz. He rang me up from his residence and invited me to Lunch. He was very
ee me there and said: “you are among our founders”, Dr. Melnitz was author of very
¢ “Golden age of theatre”.

In two-and-a-half hours there was no just a comic relief. I must also tell you thz, -
before the first show, the country was placed under Martial Law by Sikander Mirza. My, ﬁ'lcnda"
suggested that I should not stage this play since it would be dangerous t do so under Martigy ;'
But it was too late. I mustered courage and went ahead. The play was successful in the senq. ™
itwas shown for 14 nights ata stretch. My work, particularly as a director, was highly apprec; fc:?
It was the first play to recover production cost by sales of tickets. Moreover, all the parti Cipary
paid Rs. 100 each. I can also claim that it was first play which laid the foundatio,, — ~ .
professionalism in theatre. Nevertheless our pririty was not to make money out of it ., -~
promote theatre in the way or the other. I forgot to tell you that “MUJRIM KAUN®" was trans) Qé
by Izhar Kazmi for Art Council.

Now as I recall there were two prominent teams in the field one each in Lahore =gy
Karachi. In Lahore the art council team as led by me and in Karachi by Khawaja Mohiuddin_

Aiﬁmia during my stay, I had found complete freedom of expression. The
there discuss every problem in complete freedom. That is the reason why an artist is
ly in the society while in our country it is the other way round. Here we treat our

SALIM BOKHARI: So you mean there were two groups then?

NAEEM TAHIR: Not at all. There was no question of grouping at that time. People were o,
working for their pgrsonal gain. They just had one consideration that theatre should develop aq
national institution. We used to go anywhere a play was being staged and used to do out besx 1
‘make it a success.

: | was confused. | had an offer from the ST. PAUL theatre. They wanted me to
ys for which they offered me 900 dollars a month. On the other hand I thought 1
to my country. Meanwhile Faiz Ahmad Faiz was awarded Lenin Peace Award.
good health at that time so he decided to quit as secretary general of Arts Council.
li Taj had already joined the Urdu Board as Director. So the old guard was leaving
cil. It was then decided that the young trained person should be given charge of the

" Ileftcollege in 1958 and as jobless. About the same time, Faiz Ahmad Faiz was elected
only than that the Board decided to call me back. So, I returned to Pakistan in 1963.

as secretary general of the Pakistan Art Council. | had nothing else on my mind but the stage w il‘ h
the blessings from Faiz, I managed to stagehree plays "ADAABARZ” in 1958. “SOE KAH AN
in 1959 and “AP KI TAREEF” in 1960.

SALIM BOKHARL: | may ask you a question out of a sequence? In what capacity Were youy
working with Arts Council? :

NAEEM TAHIR: | was the man in charge of the drama section in 1956. Therefore 1 had been

ing to stage a play every three month. That is why plays were being staged in Lahore at regular
intervals. This tempo could not be maintained anywhere else in the country. I must mention tha
Karachi was quite fertile for the purpose but nothing much could be done there.

Y AHIR The first thing I did was to work out a clear cut policy for the development of
er three years until 1963. I had neither acted in nor directed any play. I kept myself

y. People like Anwar Sajjad, Kamal Ahmad Rizvi, Hamid and Shaoib Hashmi were
d. Moreover, we concentrated on discovering new creative writers and actors. The whole
d it was to enhance the creative standards, To achieve the goals. We opened a school at
cil where a large number of people were trained. The Council hall was very small and
we could only stage experimental plays. From 1963 to 1970, these plays had an important
n development of theatre.

SALIM BOKHARI: You left Pakistan for the United States in 1962 1 believe and.........

NAEEM TAHIR: Yes, that’s true | am the first Asian to whom a fellowship was offered in
University of California by the Rockfeller Scholarship Association in advanced theatre art. [
obtained my theatre degree from university with distinction. As a matter of fact. | completed two-

el
x n ; 'BOKHARI: Were stage being staged on in Lahore and Karachi?
year course in much less time. ;

NAE%:M TAHIR: No that’s not true. The bureau of National Reconstruction staged few plays in
the 6p§n Air Theatre, Lahore. Two Urdu Plays “AUR SHABNAM ROTI RAHI” and “ASIA
d a Punjabi play “PAG” are worth mentioning. At about the same time, the Agha
( p in Rawalpindi staged their famous play “BABRA SAHIB”. In Faisalabad
ddin staged a few plays at the cotton mills. Theatre got some impetus when local
tion in major cities started sponsoring plays. It helped us to form a repertoire in Lahore
lieve this was the real beginning of professionalism. We selected four plays and formed a

SALIM BOKHARI: Would you like to tell me about that institution?

NAEEM TAHIR: | would love to. The institution had the most modern equipment. For Example,
every two students were provided with the video cassette recorder. On other hand in our country
there was only one VCR ata Television station until 1971, Afier the course was over, the university
staged the inaugural show of the play “Girl of the Golden West™. | was asked to lake a part and

)
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P v sl s 5‘ _ S KI CHAL" and my own “AP KI TAREE . .
“KANJOOS". ' .
00 iR + Council’s Chief was to provide a guarantee to all drama grou

their mmg:aﬂmﬁk financial loss. Losses if any were made good. It cncos:a::
‘artists and | am sure it helped the theatre a great deal. Mostly since artists were amateurs they =
serving in walk of life or the other. Therefore, they were unavailable for rehearsals only i thi
evening. As I told you, administration of major cities had started sponsoring plays. Most ACTin o
among them were Sialkot, Bahawalpur, Bahawalnagar, Faisalabad, Multan, Sahiwal, Rah im Yo,
Khan, Hyderabad and Jaccobabad. Now artists were paid. Since most artists were not Adm" g wey
paid jobs, They decided 1o resign and depend on their theatre fees. They included Qavi - Masc,,
 Akhtar, Nazir Beghum, Ali ijaz, Atiya Sharf, Ather Shah Khan and Kemal Ahmad Rizwvi

|

SALIM BOKHARI In which particular direction was work done during this phase?

NAEEM TAHIR: We had shortage of creative writers. As | told you earlier, except for Khaw, 5 ey
 Mohiuddin who was doing original work, all other plays that staged were translations of,
" adaptions from English plays. So, a hectic search was launched. To begin with I must say thay o,
‘my request, BANO QUDSIA wrote her first script “IK TERE ANAY SAY”. She was paid 2.0qy,
| for it. It was not bad payment for those days. BANO QUDSIA wrote five plays including “ATD gy
BAAT", “MANZIL MANZIL", “KHABOON KAY MUSAF IR”, “SITAMGAI_I TER‘:
| LIYE?. They intizar Hussain came in with “DARD KI DAWA KIYA HAY”. After this a 1oy ¢
people started writing. Prominent among them were Rashid UmerThanvi, ‘Attiqullah Sheiyy,
Anwar Sajjad, Asghar Butt, Soofi Nisar, Beghum Imtiaz Ali Taj, Salim Chishti and Sajjad K1 Aide,

|AFTER THE ARRIVAL OF THE IDIOT BOX

» The Following is the remainder of the interview this correspondent had with Naeem T ahir,
- moted playwrights, director and actor on theatre yesterday, today and tomorrow. We pick y,
| the thread and MR. NAEEM TAHIR discusses the impact television had on stage.

|

sALIM BOKHARI: About the same time you came under fire from many quarters.

SAEEM TAHIR: Yes, That's true. The reason is very simple. 1 believed in a progressiye
pproach towards theatre. All obscurantists” elements were against me. 1 did not bother aboy
riticism and went ahead. Let me tell you a very interesting thing here because of my involvemen,
rith the theatre. It was always at night when | returned. My wife was also critical of me. Her views

fere carried by Daily Mashrig in an interview by MussaratJabeen. Anyway, I don’t mind my

Atics. z

ELEVISION

ALIM BOKHARI: To my mind, 1964 was the beginning of the new era in history of drama in
Kistan. What do you say? And would you like to say something about early days of Pakistan?

LAEEM TAHIR: About Television, Altaf Gauhar signed an agreement with the NEC for
scasting programs on an experimental basis for three months. NEC contracted Aslam Azhar
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A if\ elevision expcriencg. Finally_. a four member TV team was formed including

r. Fi al Kamal, Lale_Zakla Durrani and Agha Nasir, This quarter visited Lahore where
tory im my residence. Later, an office was provided to the four at Arts Council.

i 1 : Do you think drama was benefited with the introduction of television?

[R: In my opinion stage should benefit after the induction of Television, But there
around. As you know, Television is an expensive medium. It had to bank on
trained talents. | expressed my views in a seminar in Arts Council some time
mean that stage did not benefit from Television at all. As a matter of fact drama
ne through television. It enhanced popular interest in drama. On the other hand
Ls.ts came to the force. :

,' : By the way, what were you doing at that time?

: | was not performing but involved in the one way or the other. In 1965, we had
dia. After it was over, | came across a new situation altogether. I can say it was a
nmy life. I started writing scripts for radio “MAULVI JI” and “KHEM KARAN”
ays broadcast by Lahore station of Radio Pakistan. In January, 1966, I left for
e months training. When I came back, I worked for improvising Pakistan’s cultural
r countries. At long last, | was asked by than the secretary education to form a
hich could be sent to other countries. I started looking for a talent all over the

RI: What do you mean thematic dances?
It means that the dance will base on the major product of the particular area.
RI: Were the artists provided proper training?

/ : Yes, off course I asked all the artists to reach Lahore for training. When they
ymp was organized. Why was I so keen to train them before they sent to abroad? On
asions private troupes had been visiting foreign countries but they earned a bad name
s and a country by putting up substandard shows. There were brawls among member

s and they misbehaved with the organizers. | think mine was the first major effort
i tal _'t,eq artists from different parts of the country and to trained them before sending

P SAL I ARI: Who were the prominent members of the Troupes?

NAEEM TAHI
+ SRR At

: / R: The troupes included Saira Jahan, Rafi Anwar and many others.
SALIM KHARI When did the troupe make its foreign debut?
,!'V "‘ 3

IR: Immediately, after President Ayub Khan’s China Visit in 1965, the troupe
country. | was the director. We performed successfully for over five weeks in China.
~was asked to take the troupe to Indonesia on the eve of Bandung Conference. | was
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%
appointed the leader and director of troupe. For certain reason I was not lead the troupe , & Y
was led by Younis Saced. The number of artists as reduced. Anyway | sent a propg d try,

Government that these artists should be retained. Otherwise, the whole exercise wou ';al o
futie, It was about the same tine when Pakistan International Airline Acaderny wae & <o
think it was in 1966. | must say that PIA played vital to promote Talents. But let me colh“tc'i

credit that the PIA got the same people who were trained by me before the Visit of Ching ™ L

w: You were in Television in 1968, How could you find time for Arts Council

A TAHIR: Yes, l was in Television in 1968. At that time | had nothing to do with the

il It was only in 1960. It was only in 1970, that | returned to the Arts council. In 1968,

ACADEMY 4 - AT ision was in its prime. Artists were getting enough assignments. The reason why artists

i % e A “! Arts Council was they were not getting support from Arts Council. Television

. : i i i 3 ' n double attraction; more money and star value. Although the theatre suffers a great

SALIM BOKHARI: What role did the academy played in promoting culture? ccounts, the cause of drama benefited. The reason-is simple; even if they had said
stage they were still performing artists.

NAEEMTAHIR As | said earlier, Academy played very vital role. The troupe flourisheg &
the dcademy. But the difficulty was that it was not available at the National level. pj Ana'br KHARI: What was Arts Council doing all this while?

commercial concern. It has its own requirements and they were more commer4cial they were ‘_: B o
commercial than others. e [R: It was in the midst of the deep crisis. No serious efforts were made by it to

AP RL Y ! ¢ to the stage. This led to the takeover of the Arts Council by the Government in 1972.
Sl 1n 1970, President Yahya Kl.lan signed an agreement wnp Iran to §end a troupe on thhe 3 & takeover | decided to quit the Council. :
of 2500™ anniversary of Monarchy in that country. | had been in television since 1968 an g - * [ , :
=

: 5 o) !
posted at Rawalpindi. My Father-In-Law was murdered in Lahore. So, I requested TV auth oy KHARTI: Did the takeover do any good to the th
to post me to Lahore. The request was still pending when I was told that Foreign O ffice was fac“z y good to the theatre?
Oy

¥
"a problem organizing a troupe which could be sent to Iran. When Foreign Office came 1o \, HIR: To my mind, Arts Council was concentrating on the construction of the new
that | am available. They Assigned the job through the Arts Council.

an other. But construction work was suspended in 1977 because government was not
completing the project. Then from 1972 to 1979 councikfailed to do any good to the
rama. On the other hand few people were still putting in individual efforts. Prominent
were Jamil Bismil and Nazir Zdgigham. Some credit goes to the National Council of
supported the theatre. Few pedple were'sent abroad for training and the National theatre

walpindi was formed.

SALIM BOKHARI: Did you organize a new troupe?

NAEEM TAHIR: As| told you the previous one was with PIA. So, 1 had to raise new troxvape ;.
name of “DANCES OF THE PEOPLE OF PAKISTAN”. The troupe could not g 1o | &
because of political developments in Pakistan. But it remained intact until 1973 as long as | J:

the Chief of Pakistan Arts Council.

Coming back to drama again, From 1966 to 1968 several plays were staged. It did help
develop the sort of interest between the people who was involved in theatre work. For Exam pleb
went to Karachi to stage my play “AP KI TAREEF”. | tried to contact Karachi Arts Councj) bul

despite repeated requests nobody tumed up to guide me. The date of play was announced, a g4, :
before we were not able to complete our set. ‘P

OKHARI: Khalid Saeed is an important figure in Drama art. What do you think his
ing this period?

| TAHIR: Khalid Saeed Butt’s role in the drama has always been positive. Under his
p the National Arts Council of Pakistan and Punjab Arts Council Contributed a lot to
mote the cause of Drama. i

i

_ Thanks to Khawaja Mohiuddin who, when he came to know that we were in Ka,—ad’% E SHiXZ “;;‘:"

' SALIM BOKHARI: I believe about the same time you left not only the Arts Council but also
ing career? .

NAEE ,IAII'HR: Yes, you're right I left the industry after. getting highly disappointed with the
Counc affairs. | concentrated on my private business. | remained away from the theatre for over
se\mglm;s This again was the phase, when the theatre was facing an organizational crisis
although the theatre at the time was the product of socio-political realities at they existed in 1979.
Ux; er ‘ '_'.‘ifcgime public participation in all cultural fields increased. Television played a very
impor,tént role in this regard. The obvious result was that audiences began demanding from the

searched for us and reached the venue of the play with his team. He asked me if he could da
anything for us. We told him he could indeed and it was due to Khawaja Sahib’s hectic efforts y,
could stage the play. In 1962, when I was about to leave for America. I requested Khawaja Sapg
to write a script for a play “JOHNSON HIGGS MEIN”. He agreed. It was a play in the contey
of Hashir the camel driver’s visit to America on Johnson’s invitation. But the script could neve
be completed. From 1966 to 1968 all of Khawaja Sahib’s plays were staged in Lahore.
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1o the life. Unfortunately the theatre could hox ¢ and writer suffer the loss because you know the hall and artists have been paid

resting, do you think? X
" ‘Mr,n RI: H bodi ) ;
S with the pment Pole of theats % ¢ Flow many bodies are concerned with the performing act are operating?

: "'hhink they are four. I count Television as a body. There are Pakistan National
: fts, the Punjab Arts Council and the Lahore Arts Council. I'think that some
‘requlred among these bodies for the development of live theatre. There are six
) ér_e theatre is functioning Lahore, Karachi, Rawalpindi, Falsalabad, Multan and

war and Quetta can also be included in this list,

Nwe Sald. theatre now means emertammem I don’t bey ey
ial commitment. | should analyze the realities o f 1ife: it sh%
isnot doing, q
RIG 3 0508 10

review the governments patronage of the theatre?

sensmve %ssﬁe. But [ will not mind telling you that the finang,
splodueerdunksofstagmgaplay,hls problem is how he will reco\,i\
ave 1o think of the Box Office. He will never select any serious. top, -
sheap comedy. If the present trend continues, the theatre ™ s 1ate will mioy
ndustry. For Example, even today its very difficult to find a spomssor for
A ’

< 2 { TAHIR: | get your point. To any knowledge these four organizations have very little
R "the pnormes in the natlonal scheme of things. They should be backed more

precisely vou think are the problems that theatre is faced with Tod ays

ers should adopt a uniform publicity policy for the theatre. Since we get our
d. We should be allowed special low rates. In fact, drama pubhclty rates should
who charged from the film industry.

his again is a very difficult question. Anyway, to my mind theatre is facj, g
Creative, Social, Economic and Organizational. On the creative level, the
ot. We need at least 52 scripts annually but having 52 scripts which are © - Cative
y attractive that’s need a lot of effort. Another problem is that we don ™t hay,
n. Minimum investment has been made in this field. That is why not a  Singj
seen awarded the pride of performance award, While several artists have got it. Ty,

y simple. The director is given no importance. So, naturally he gets disappoimited. j,
me .nbogmzed the director’s importance because he is the man behind the show.

(CONCLUDED)

tre has very limited resources. It had suffered from scarcity of halls for quite a IOng
hnlls should be constructed. | am sure the present government will do somethiing j,

Qcial front also the theatre is facing secure crisis. We have a major problem of prejudice,
afp\eul public does g=1 have a good opinion about people associated with the theatre. 4y
are equal. Why, then, should we be treated as a second-rate citizen merely bédause we
 to theatre. The theatre should be self-sufficient and it should not depend directly on
s or organizations. Private initiative should be encouraged People who want to stage
ental plays should be ensured full support. Now I give you a concrete example: These
st you from a hundred thousand to hundred and 20 thousand rupees to stage a play. Most
unt is spent on three major heads; publicity, rent of the hall and payment of artists. Now

a is totally a commercial proposition, ticket sale goes up to Rs. 100,000 while normally
never more than rupees 80,000. The producer is saved only if somebody sponsors the publicity
in. Otherwise it means a loss of twenty thousand. If a play falls at the box office, only the
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A narration of experiences and observations of the last 50 years.
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b

‘The usual question *where to begin?” has been answered.

i e S

So, we begin from the ‘cut ofP", 50 Years ago, 1947, August 14, midnight!
Polmully and geographically the division of India was possible.

Pakistan came into being,

How does one divided culture? Or it's manifestations-the Arts? This is a question whic h wise me,
s the sum total _of the effec: -

ies on the people living in land. They absorb civilizations, litical turmoil, geo Eraphicy,
g Yy o and grandmothers.. legengg

day to day exigencies and millions of other small and big things. All of these melt an‘;l s:rsn mer in
5 of time and then, a *way of living'- and expression, emerges. Then it finds 1TS way j,

have tried to answer. But have they found an answer? Culture is

and climatic conditions, myths, the fairy tales they heard from mothers

Art Forms and Language. How does one divide this heritage? This is something that | M ust legy,
to the people who feel they are wiser than me.

1 will remain within what I have seen, experienced or understood.

We, my parents and my brother and sister, moved from a small Lahore suburb to the main city
where most of our relatives lived. This was done because there were several non-muslim villages
around the area, we lived in. The ‘fear’ of being attacked was 100 much to cope with. We were not
the only one whom fear was the dominant feeling. A great lot of people felt that way because of
the wide spread brutalities afier the announcement of ‘partition of India’. Lord Mountbatten. The
British soldier boarded the ship in Bombay. There was no need to look back at the bloody mess
left behind.

became inevi Let us say, it was madc!e ~3055ib1e
i 1 N ~ .. 3 . v
because 1t inevitable. Lines of partition were drawn; the sub-continent W as ivided -

views, nerviews AND PICTORIAL

rocedure was laid down. A settlement culture started. It was the top priority. It

M::.z some good but the manipulation of it did a lot of damage to the moral fibre
11‘;' ho wanted to become a nation.

 of® N ﬁc‘l‘ unsettled times that ‘theatre’ could not have taken any priority. There was
L “‘W and suspense, happening in the daily life ‘Subah kerna sham ka’ (and
’a": o ‘{haa lana joo-e-sheer ka’ Those were the days of an intense struggle for survival by

als. The Government was trying to handle problems in many sectors; economy.
_a| security, settlement, food, administration, defense etc. Everything needed to be
country and a new nation. Resources were scarce. There were not even common
files. Clerks had to do with the thorns of Keekar! Culture was something for a

K.fachi port as a place of business were not to visit from Bombay or Calcutta any more.

behinds ‘locals” who had learnt the craft and a public which enjoyed theatre. | am
»me of the small-time actors even continued to meet and remember the good old days in
shanty tea joint. They dreamt of the future. “Such is the stuff that the actors are

the ‘management’ to get their ‘act’ together was not there yet. It was in early 50s
.ads began to be picked up in Karachi. The wonderful German lady Miss Sigrid Kahle’s
 to organize drama presentations in Karachi must be remembered as significant in the
‘It was amateur drama in English, but it re-kindled the desire to see more among

10rY.

Y7L e who mattered.

wings was the great playwright, Khawaja Mohiuddin, who had migrated from
Deccan. He settled with some piece of agricultural Jand and looked for an opportunity

inguished persons like Syed Imtiaz Ali Taj, Abdul Rehman Chugtai, Mian Mumtaz
d Khan Daultana, Faiz Ahmad Faiz, Justice S.A Rehman and their contemporaries
- founded the Pakistan Arts Council, Lahore as early as 1948. The building it acquired was
'_"‘:“1 ly named “Alhamra’. The name is even carried by the newly built art centre in that area.
. pakistan Arts Council ‘Alhamra’ was formally inaugurated by then Governor General
hg'al_nuddin on December 10, 1949. The inaugural program was a collection of paintings
g legend, Abdul Rehman Chugtai. The well-known theatre company of the dedicated
idian Family of Kendals, named as “Shakespeareana”, continued to visit and performed
: shift hall of Alhamra. It may appear to be a little off the subject but [ am very tempted
riby _ﬂ:e ‘Alhamra’ of those days. So please allow me. Vi

 was a building owned by a well to do Hinduaristocrat who decide to migrate to India.

: partition he ran a school of dance in this era. It was located in 14 acres of land bound
ir Road/Governor House on one side, The Mall on the front and the Nedous Hotel on
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j nees. The Governor’s House was know,,,
ndi Sarak”™, Nedous is not there anymore and j; ha’
I plus a wide road. The building in itself had the Jo,, : 3 b!!‘
ent. Big porch, Veranda, columns, a corridor which ra or L
stairs leading to the upper story. There were, sUpposeq,, '
and, the formal area ~the dining and the drawing room o, h)’ L=
pidated, almost crumbling. Rooms were dark and z faf' i Ty
ts were unspeakable. However, the exterior had a wonderful s¢, 0‘:_"51‘
forget. There were no boundary wall so roaming cattle couylg el
and lot of cattle lived in peace. My description relates to som. ) T2,
while the organization was still in a struggling situation. To be fair_,; —
"ﬂjgy)llada center allotted for arts, but for quite some time they had 4 —
tain it. So let me leave the Alhamra picture of that time for now and rex O
tion of first few years after the independence. -
artition theatre Centres like the Bradley Hall and the camping grounds
no more functioning as the centres of the theatrical activity. The lovers of 4 g}:
: "‘i!so inactive. Lahore was to develop other centres of activity in yea, -

Faisalabad, had also a theatrical tradition. There were theatres attached to coupje
s that were fairly regular and advanced in presentations in the pre-partition
-independence situation bought a temporary pause.

of
¥,

inces, NWFP and Baluchistan must have had some links to the theatre of the past b, I
fully aware of those: | know there were quite a few intellectualsand a writer who . o
efforts in Peshawar. It is more relevant to see what happened when things starmteg oy

| The earliest drama performances I know of, were in Karachi and Lahore. In Karachi it was ¢he

,_..!K.A.T.S" Karachi Arts Theatre Society, and in Lahore the Government College Dramatic Cjy,p,
| Most of the plays were in English, until Khwaja Moinuddin came up with his Urdu origina g
Encouraged by Baba-e-Urdu Maulvi Abdul Haq, Khawaja Moinuddin dealt with the subjects
which were socially relevant. He built up a team of most dedicated performers and technicians.
{His team performed in Karachi and other cities of Sindh. The movement had the support of cjy ;5
iadministration. The Deputy Commissioners in various districts helped in making arrangemenrs
jand in collecting funds to meet the expenditure. The actors and technicians participated more in
ghe spirit of building 2 movement and communicating the message. Personal gains had almost ng
priority. The plays like Zawal-e-Hyderabad, Lal Qilay Say Laloo Khet, Wadee -a- Kashmir ang
Taleem - e Balighan had pertinent political and social comments, and were sincerely appreciated

by the public. In Karachi, Katrak Hall, and later, Theosophical Hall were to be the main centres.

g 0
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veen 1950-60 established Khwaja Moinuddin as the major original playwright of
period also saw a large number of educated and influential young performers to
ves to theatre and performing arts. Aslam Azhar, Zia Mohyuddin, Farid Ahmed,
Sigrid Kahle, and many others came via the English plays. There was of course
of Khawaja Moinuddin with Mehmood Ali, Abdul Majid, Qazi Wajid, S.M. Salim,

nas Munawar Saeed, and others. There must have been many more particularly

f‘jrlicipating in the Gujrati plays. A strong movemnt was developing. No doubt it

ance and significance by Khawaja Moinuddin, and his colleagues, as far as the

was concerned. In early 50's the Arts Council of Pakistan, Karachi also came into

tq extend a helping hand to some theatre enthusiasts.

e was a bit different. There were several known names from pre-independence
Syed Imtiaz Ali Taj and Rafi Peer were the two everyone looked up to. Although
Council" had been founded but it was not to play a significant role until the mid
again the Government College which activated the movement and picked up the
past. Lahore had always been known as the city of colleges and universities. If a
ped in the educational institutions, it spread everywhere. [ am convinced that the
sector of the theatre movement which made Lahore the premier centre of theatre
back to early 50's and continued till 65. It is important that the reader is made

hore scene of that period in some details.

The Tea House, Radio Pakistan and Alhamra. Major actions originated from these
were other areas also becoming activated like the Islamia College, King Edwards

Government College in 1951 as a science student, but with a growing interest in
ildhood of rural exposure and the science subjects were unhelpful in mixing up with
e Dramatic Club that was the most attractive, remained a mystery until I became

tin 1953.

: L_~ub was the domain of the “ENGLISHWALAS.” The Urduwalas were down
other hand, most of the ENGLISHWALAS were the “in” crowd, the favored
made the best use of theatre as a fashion and means for social prominence.
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The first success of the Umh.s came under version of Shakespeare’s Mid-Summe, Nigi, 3% . _hose tostage a long one act to play the next year. Syed Imtiaz Ali Taj’s ‘Isfahan kay
Dream (Sawan Ran ka Sapna), by Sufi Ghulam Mustafa Tabassum. It was staged gt e M costume comedy and had delightful charactér o play. | was promoted from a bit role

Govemment College Open Air Theatre in 1952. It was :'au5pe(:led that the opportunity came
Underwalas only because the Englishwalas found it a little uncomfortable to stage a play i, "
air in the hot summer of Lahore. The Englishwalas kept their claim on the main hall. at the [, *
tige of the year, and were always provide the maximum budgetary and moral Support o
college administration.

200

t Inspector to the lead in ‘Isfahan....... ". The shows were well received. The Urdu
|had come to play. There was no going back.

idl

# i; 2 ;
ﬁl‘imej‘holidays there were heavy assignments for me from Safdar Mir. I was to

t‘?gag"ull,‘ and Strindberg’s ‘after the fire’. I was also to read Tolstoy.
ut!

was paid by my science subjects.

e
the

Weren't we jealous! 'l\e‘uﬁisiasﬁe response from the college crowds to Sawan Ran ki S,
made the Urduwalas feel better. The performance by Safdar Mir and Master Feroz
memorable. ;

205

Prg,
Wcrt

¢ G.C.D.C went around. A mini revival of Agha Hashar’s plays were started by
g i. He Chose the Y.M.C.A. hall. Generally staged with minimum paraphemalia,
No Urdu plays was staged the next year but the college authorities felt it difficult to ignore the was good. Citizens of Lahore were going along with the theatre movement.
Urdu drama for too long. Prof. Safdar Mir was designated to stage the next annual Urdu play ¥

1954. Nikolai Gogol's ‘Government Inspector’ was chosen for the 1954 summer at the
Government College Lahore. This was staged in 1954, and brought together a Zroup .
young enthusiastic students who were to dedicate their lifetime in performing Avts. It Way

also my first Stage appearance.
210

d myself. This was my first exposures to an ensemble that could be called to
‘ #ﬁOm‘ n professionals related with old theatre and radio.
The hard core of the ‘Urduwalas’, were, Fazal Kamal, Sikander Igbal, Khalid Saced butt, Sooq

Wagar Ahmed, Zafar Samdani, Arshad Durrani and myself, to name a few.

215

There was support from some college professors, particularly Safdar Mir and Soofi Ghulay
Tabassum. From the Englishwalas, we had partial support from Sakhi Sarwar Sultan who vy
Secretary G.C.D.C, Farid Ahmad, Zaheer Rashid Mian and Professor GM Asar. We reached th
stage as a result of very intense movement within the college. Much heat was generated by k- 18 : ! : t gressi
Urduwalas were not prepared 1o let go the breakthrough achieve earlier with SAW AN RAN Ky the “Avant Garde’ theatre. His team had a number of dedicated people with him.
SAPNA. v ’ made of Nazir Zaighum and Mohsin Rizvi.

m -
The Sawan Ran ka sapna was probably the first full length stage play staged in Lahore j
Urdu Language after the Independence. The tradition was strengthened by the Governmey
Inspector. The tradition of Urdu Drama established in the Government College by Sy
Bokhari (Patras), Syed Imtiaz Ali Taj, Soofi Tabassum and their contemporaries 5
becoming alive.

y in Lahore was gaining ground.
4570 -

Taj re-organised the Arts Council into various sections, namely Arts, Drama,
ure, and appointed an “In Charge” for each section. Mrs Hassan Habib was In
Mr Hayat Ahmad Khan had the charge of Music, and [ as In Charge of drama.
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0 «till honorary, at no charge. Only the costs of material 54 g d oul ”ida, for me, was only world of theatre, radio, or journalism. ther

ﬂtrmmm:?xﬁ:mn met, rest was all contribution to the “movemeny» :::"‘\ e o [ORLBRES ; ) . i 5.

participants. ‘Total PNW' was a dream still far away. i~ sifl /

i f,‘; : ng in the centre of the movement, attracted a lot of people who loved theatre. Zia

265 = %ﬁ ) {in plan ed to stage Shakespear's Juliug,Caeser, in Urdu, at the Government College
: sl sy L e translation was done by ‘Lafa’ Javed. Mohsin Sherazi played Julios Caeser.

In 1956'[m.mmdlrectthe G.C.D.C annual play. Molier’s ‘Miser’ was chosen. F FinCipay < ~Calpernia, Nacem Tahir (myself) ~Brutus, Salman Peerzada —Antony, Zia

the college, Prof. Sirajuddin laid down the condition that the translation must be checked
lmﬁulm'ﬁ:\%eould not lose this opportunity. Zafar Samdani translated and adapted the 1_;‘:
play within 7 days! (at the fabulous “bribe” of 10 packs of cigarettes! He was locked —

Bedroom and food was passed through a window!!). =
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NextsteleSm get it approved by Taj Sahib. The script was delivered him and four of us, K haly
Saeed Butt, Sikender, Fazal and me, were to wait every day, in turns, at Taj Sahib’s residence

rushed the script to Prof. Siraj assoon as he had corrected it. Taj sahib was a great suppory e
handed over to us a much improved script. Almost new in parts.

275 o

‘Molier’s Miser was staged in Urdu as ‘Bakheel’. It met with unprecedented success. Iy “ag
extended beyond it’s normal run and even Laat Sahib, Mr Gurmani graced one of the evenip S
his own desire.

sius and Kamal Ahmed Rizvi played “kafka”, Translation was done by ‘Lala’

cil re-organized into different sections namely arts, music, drama and
act plays were to be staged to inaugurate the drama section. A farce ‘Cox’ was
by Taj Sahib, and a tragedy, “MERA QATIL”, to be directed by Mr. Safdar Mir. In

he cast was Khalid Saeed Butt, Mrs Sabira Azam and Myself. In Mera Qatil it was
“Izhar Kazmi, Yasmin Imtiaz Ali, Sikander, Tariq Hameed, Memona ayub,
halid Aziz, Dr Y ounus and others,

owed by Izhar Kazmi’s ~“Mujrim Kaun”. It was an adaption of J.B. Priestley’s
all”. It was a play with socialist ideas. Two nights before the opening Marshal Law

5 imposed. Some well-wishers suggested “Don’t do this play you all will be
ng of the sort happened, even the General Hashmi made his first appearance at

play. This play made history. It is a very serious, and a touching play. It made
i tement. Lot of people thought my reputation was at stake and this play will be
Mujrim Kaun’ ran to packed houses. People were taken aback. It moved the
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Urduwalas were “baptized”, and become acceptable henceforth. This was my last play 5, -
student of the college. I completed my M.A and had to move on the real world.

One Day, soon after | had left the college, | went to see Mr. Safdar Mir. He lives in a hotel r ;
in Bakhshi Market, Anarkali. We started talking about theatre. He asked me what I intended 1o g
in future. I had ambitious plans, and a naive enthusiasm about future. ost of my records are lost. I mention the names of mostly those who have cotinued

atre over the years. They deserve our gratefull acknowledgement, but it is also a fact

285 ent developed only because it was nourished by the contributions of hundreds
4 : ’ : / i . iers” who worked tirelessly, played small roles, painted sets, supplied tea,

I M,. I will do a lot of work for theatre, and.. I will build a hall in this city, which shoylg d do all things which go unnoticed, like the human backbone.

be dedicated to theatre only™!

4 :e.late 50’s the focus of the theatre movement was beginning to shift to Alhamra,

It was developing into real, Full of Life ‘Heart’ of Arts. The dilapidated building
ding, the spirit was there. Syed Imtiaz Ali Taj, after the reorganisation of Alhamra,
e b d of advancement of literature as its director and Mr Faiz Ahmad Faiz was
f‘m time secretary to the Pakistan Arts Council Lahore. It was obvious that the cultural

“Nau mun tail hoga to radha nachey gee, ha ha ha ha”. He had a big hearty laugh.

1 felt embarrassed.
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With Mr Faiz Ahmed Faiz, entered a host of artists, actors, writdrs and intellectuals into gy

Council. Alhamra was now the The crowds at Coffee House, Pak Tea House, “alqa A

e-Zoq, actors, writers, directors from the colleges and elsewhefe, poets, journalists, memf\-‘,b‘

; £ 1963, | was appointed the secretary of ‘Alhamra’, Pakistan Arts Council Lahore. The
Various progressive movements all found Alhamra a place to get together. The tea at the “c -

had made its intention known. They wanted a younger person who could make

was inexpensive and owiom‘lly on credit! The, natural beauty of the sorroundi ngs, pres,, == ind devote energy to the development of the organisation and the arts in the coutry. I

variety of artists, heated discussions, no urgency 10 go homeand empty pockets, all of these (== « d have continued With my carrier in PIA or tried my luck elsewhere, But I had no

the ambience which was unique. Faiz helped as far as he could, rest you tooi} care of yoy, - > ghts. | had to take this opportunity to bring to reality my dreams or the visions. But a

suited me fine. It suited 8 lot of others as well. L ‘i the senior and contemporary circles, had reservations, Some for personal reasons of
ok 1 ; . ’ ‘the Job, others for lack of confidence in youth. I was the youngest applicant. So, 1

One of the major problems of the time was to find females to act in plays: The social pre; e in a somewhat cold envi idn®

against performing arts in general and female performers in particular was strong. In the SJ — e o T B

ing was going to stop me from treading that path. | wanted Alhamra to be a major
‘ festivals in the world! I wanted to do this...... I wanted to do that...I wanted to do
hing. th s is how young people think. I was no different.

of the subcontinent woman exist only as mothers, sisters and daughters: It may be an affec‘?:_t:e‘y
attitude, but their right to be individuals, to grow, to discover themselves, to pick up chalje o, -
and to achieve professional excellence, had not been considered by men or even by most o, = ..
women. Acting and dancing were “bad” in the society, and a hindrance in mantrimony. g - T
‘respectables’ avoided it. But the same respectables were keen to watch if somebody o 3 -
daughter performed! There were only few pioneers. Khurshid Shahid and Yasmin Imtizg A
became regular performers, and for a short time Mrs Sabira Azam, and Salima Faiz were ac—v k
All of these were from known respectable families. I think the theatre movement shall alw g ~ o &
grateful to these ladies for providing the lead ata crucial time. ta

three different tenures at Alhamra. First 1963 to 1968, then 1971 to 1974 and last in the

> pnvenor of the Board of the Governors in an honorary capacity.

gnificant things that happened in these periods’ theatre are worth mentioning. We
letely open-door policy and launched a vigorous campaign to draw writers, actors,
and others to think in term of theatre. A drama committee was appointed to invite and
. They were paid a ‘reader fee’ to make it worth their while. All plays selected were
uction. The writer as well as other participants were paid. Private productions were
d provided with a subsidy to meet essential expenses. It may not have been a large
‘but was sufficient to save a geniune group from the frustration of not being able to
staged. All administrative help was provided fee. Electric was free, rehearsal space

LA

~ There was lot of activity in drama and other arts. | teamed up with Yasmin to adapt and stage= =%,

_ plays one after the other namely Aadab Arz, Soay Kahan, and Aap ki Tareef. Salima wa = a'\
allowed to act in my plays by Faiz Sahib on my request. I was building up a team. The pla = = ra
to such packed houses that they not only covered the expenses, but left a profit in the kite—-_ Sq,
one day I walked up to Mr Faiz Ahmad Faiz and said that it is time that ‘we be treameg
professionals. I still remember his peculiar smile when he allowed the payment of RS.100 t«> Cac:
performer for the run of the play! We had made history. ions followed several productions. Experimental plays were specially encouraged and
: re held to assist the writer.

Feeling confident about our productions and the support and appreciation beinf given to us by the
people and the press in Lahore, Faiz Sahib accepted an invitation from Karachi! We staged <= Az
ki tareef” atthe Karachi Theosophical Hall to packed houses.

INTERMISSION?

In 1962 I decided to take a long leave from my employers, the Pakistan International Airlines, angr
to proceed a University of California at Los Angeles for a degree in Theatre Arts. We g0t maryjes
the same year (Yasmin and myself) thg.same year, and proceed to USA. Unfortunately Mr. Faz
Ahmed Faiz suffered a heart attack and left for treatment in England. The Arts Council passed ! 530 f ) _

through interim arrangements and there were temporary charges for short times with Mr Mohg;, ng persons who were holding their jobs looked at theatre as a real option. I encouraged,
Sherazi, Mr Shoaib Hashmi and Mr Hamid Jalal. I completed my degree in late 1963 ag es gave’personal assurance, that they can eam enough in theatre. Muhammad Qavi
immediately retumned to Lahore. Mr Faiz Ahmed Faiz had resigned. A new head of organisatig
was to be appointed on full time bases.

senior writers to drama very substantial fee was offered. It was almost 20 times
nearest competitor, Radio and 10 times more than TV at that time. Most writers
Bano Qudsia, Intizar Hussain, Asghar Butt, Hijab Imtiaz Ali, Anwer Sajjad, Kamal
zvi, Yousafi, Razi Tirmazi, Akram Butt, and many others. They had the satifaction of
d d‘§ well as getting their work produced.

o the Tittle Alhamra hall was booKed round the year, and mostly sold out. The
movement was gaining momentum. - \ §

umber of gl:oups built up. Basically, it happened because there was no financial risk and
s every chance of gaining profits or at least a name and experience. I feel I managed a
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Very soon the little theatre could natttop with the demand and additional arrangements haof 4
“made.

m
Amlkeshlﬁ open ..nhg.m\%simpmvused A fair big international size stage platform 3
in height from the seating level was the main performance area. Bamboo structures acted as .,

Reasonable wing space was given. A back quarter for makeup and as dressing room was alse,

‘available, Rented ‘Niwar® chairs on the level ground in front provided the seating area. The grog
r’d

lights were erected. This was all! The need was such that even the Bolshove Ballet perfonneﬁ “p
On

‘was very large so seating could extend to 6000. Two panels on either side of the stage to h,

‘this stage and so did mmy other, finest performing groups of the world.

The opetn?rﬁleaue was locned in the area where now the Art Gallery and the adminisgr,, .
blocks have been built. Some of the main stars of today made their debut at this place. Sam e
Saeed, Attiya Sharaf, Jamil Blsmll Khalid Abbas Dar, Afzal Ahmad, M. Sharif, Munawar Saceq -
Nahid Rana, Afzal Rlna, Rehana Siddiqui, Sajjad Hyder and a real large number more all re;, ted

to this era.

‘We are a large number of totals ‘fanatics’ involved 25 hours a day! Imagine the ambience the
Alhamra provided! There was a continuous presence of the finest artists, sculptors, designe,.
musicians, writers, actors, directors, crmcs and a host of students. Occasional visitors from oy, =
cities as well as other countries added to the richness. Imagine the richness of the interaction. -
R L

'PRESERVING THE HISTORY

One of my administrative actions will certainly assume significance with the passage of time. Tho

ined to creating a ‘log book’ of the developments When 1 joined the council, 1 had gre,,
difficulty in finding in finding any of the previous scripts or account of the programs and activities_
There were very brif sketches meant to be included with the audit reports or in a ‘minute book® of
the Board meetings. 1 made it mandatory that every script submitted or performed should be made
part of the “Financial™ vouchers and preserved like financial records. 1 also ordered a **daily repor
which covered every event within the premises of Alhamra, including programs, seminars, visitors
and their comments, press reviews and any other significant matter. This daily report was compilegd
into an annual report at the end of the year. The council officers Mr. Masood Igbal, Mr. Anwar
Khalid, Mr. Farooq Zameer carried out this statement.

I also supported a research to collect data no classical music and musicians. The initiative wasg
taken by Masood Ahmed Sheikh and a research cell was established. There were several other
research projects undertaken. The music research cell was later transfer to Radio Pakistan when |

left Arts Council.

In 1962 when | took a tonga for Alhamra, from my house on Abbot Road near Simla Hill, barely
half a mile from Alhamra, | had to explain to the tonga wala, how I reach my destination, he knew
nothing about this place. In 1967 you could take any transport from Ravi or Model To“n and just
say *‘Alhamra’ and you were taken there without having to say it twice.

s
fouy
e,
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tre was move out of the bottle. It also had the tendency to get out of control.
he backstage,

dor'ninate'd. by my personal experiences and observations. That is what I can
e authenticity. >

i n reminded my reader of the scope of this narration, | continue:....

the Lahore theatre arena, other relevant things were happening. These ‘things’
in the country. I need to take some of these into account and record their impact.
pamcularly a theatre movement can go in isolation,

ors were: imposition of the Martial law of 1957, Development of relations with
lic of China and the Soviet Block, The TV Experiment, The planning of the
nter, The War of 1965, and Social-religious-political attitudes of those times.

of the Ayub dictatorship saw some welcome developments. The Alhamra also
a ‘development’ grant of Rs200000/- from the Federal Government annually for
ivities. It also received RS. 50000/~ annually from the province. In addition, it
public contributions, membership fees, sale of tickets and minor commissions on
The Arts Council was a private body, registered under the ‘Societies Registration

¢ earlier impressions, the Ayub regime was quite liberal towards arts. Although it
on the political movements in the country.

f cultural pacts with the Soviet block and China underscored the importance of

ign relations. It also developed a better understanding among the people of friendly
e cultural exchange programs were being implemented by hurriedly picked up
om the different areas. This concept of selection of cultural troupe was totally based
or political logic. It was pathetically nonprofessional. Usually, a leader of the
ted who would get a ‘free’ trip on the basis of contacts and so called *love for
lsmng troupes and the artists, some of them well known, may have left a good

roductory get-together at home and invited the prominent writers, dlrectors actors,
0 mtroduce them to the “TV team.”

rted. In three months, the TV station was start functioning in a small, one room,
yard of the big new building of the Lahore Broadcasting House!
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So. the TV arrived. Contrary to the General belief it will ‘damage’ the theatre movemen, | QEsfiall be architect of the future building. Luckily during my study at
TV will strengthen it. Some logic: more people will be involved in the performing ary. ligy g ity was constr ucting its Theatre Complex. I not only studied planning of the
people will watch—result will be greater interest and understarding. * Mg olunteered to work in the technical team in the final construction stage. |

otes, visualized the requirements,

Later 1 got very occupied with my assignment to build up a troupe for China, ¢ as could be done. ; e
Musicians. 1 was getting a hard time trying to convince the Government
months of rehearsals to develop thematic dances, and to choreograph solo a
dance. Music had also to be composed by Feroze Nizami. I not only needed the o of the r
members at one place for rehearsals, | also wanted to make them stay together, in 5 hotel ;r ‘
duration of rehearsals, so that they get to know each other and learn table manners and ba;-)' :
2ood conduct on tour. -

Mainty Dancer
hat | interd sey
nd group num S

yell-wishers of Arts were no Jonger antagonistic. Many members of the Punjab
the Alhamra, but still the Finance Secretary, Mian Tajamul Hussain was unable
ial provision. The budget of 1966 was getting ready to be put up to the
decent amount to be provided for Alhamra Arts Centre.

. : ; : pite of fanatic opposition of the Mullahs and their kind, Almighty God decided fo
Finally, we built up very interesting programs and were ready to move. The working title “was - 3
Dances of the people of Pakistan™.

viet troupe was to perform at the Alhamra open air theatre one summer evening.
d rehearsed one night before. Everything seemed all right. The show was
ed by the President, Ayub Khan. The troupe was led by a Soviet Minister.
huge storm! Everything was blown off and there was water in the seating
Id not have taken place. Iwent to the Governor’s house and reported the
On was postponed by a day.

President Ayub made his historical visit to China in March 1965. Some serious po|:: :
were in the making. We left for China 50 in number, soon after Ayub Khan’spzi'i?c?‘ﬂ :t' l;)ac ;
leaving 1 discovered that Government had “appointed’ leaders, deputy leaders, ey for vi r
China. They hardly knew any participant, or the program or the dedication and un:\‘ty that ‘s -
succeeded in building up. I remained the director of the troupe and the show.

Chinese are the greatest of hosts. Their banquets are the ultimate in sophistication, arid <

Especially the state banquets. The dinner courses and the toasts could be 10 ormore at 2 avera,
Could even be 20! At least this is what we experienced in those days of Mao Tse Tung and " olden opportunity to drive the point home that the Alhamra needed a proper
En Lai. . - Chairman of the Alhamra, Mr. Justice S.A Rehman. Justice Rehman agreed

I could feel from the resounding applause of my troupe members, when | spoke, that they gave esident could not be asked to spare time at a short notice.

loving approval. 1 was not the government appointed leader but | ‘felt’ my comrades were ful
with me! | must mention some of the distinguished members of the troupe who made the Ch;
visit an all-time success.

at Alhamra, | was second in line to receive him. He shook hands and I
d for the cancellation ana said ‘Sir, if you help us, we can avoid recurrence

These were: Rafi Anwar, Ami Mianwala, Saira Shahjahan, Akbar, Jhunnoo, other members of s

Bulbul Academy Dacca, Roshan Ara Bokhari, Shelly, Sarinda player Munir Hussain, Muhammas
Ali composer, USTAD Nazim Hussain and Khadim Hussain and many others. Towards the e
of the tour Shamsul Huda Choudhry and Younas Saeed mixed up with the troupe well.

ow be started but unfortunately Bhamani, the architect, died of heart ailment.
er Ali Dada to be a new architect. Nayyer was fresh out of the college. His
and I felt a bright, Lahore based architect, was the only answer.

September 1965 saw the war with India! The support of China to, Pakistan was clear. Soviet ajgq QR crihushstically.toplan Art Gerlr

played a role. Although it was a somewhat controversial role*’Itie role of Performing Asts ang
culture in cementing foreign relations became established, and it acquired a certain priority in
National Scheme.

tief Minister, Mr. Hanif Ramey, himself an artist associated with the Alhainra,
ation of 10 million rupees to ensure that the Art Center gets completed

In 1963 | had found a small painting, a sketch, of an art centre done in Faiz Sahib's times.
Hamid Jalal, my immediate predecessor, was at that tiqlc the Director General, Public Relatio
of Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDAY). The WAPDA had engaged the famous
architect Edward Stone and teamed him up with Mr. Tajjudin Bhamani of Karachi to design
WAPDA House, Mr Jalal felt that Bhamani with the association of Stone should be able to desjon
a 2ood art centre as well. So, a decision was made by the Governing Council of the Arts Coyne

ed in humble circumstances was now meeting with success.

mment on the standards or quality of the theatrical presentations of those
eatre work was carried on by people with good educational or literary
benchmark was still the standards of the Arts Council productions.
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22 ~ snan and Myself as its secretary. | was allowed to resume my job at the Alhamra and

D

PREJUDICES : ‘;‘%’ g
S S
In spite of the theatrical presentations being in good taste and handled withr fair sen
responsibility, we met with a lot of unnecessary criticisms from the orthodox and sq "
religious people. n.gyuﬂod it *Fahashi’, immorality, and were ready to pick up faults ip por..
effort. There are deep seated social and moral confllicts and double standards. Acting on St:" =
* confused with ‘reality’! the main targets were the girs actng on stage. Their 1ife was oo
difficult by m&d acquaintances.
) 2 Y R )
There was mu'\(: more permissiveness elsewhere in the society which went un-noticed by th
called guardians of morals. The slightest suspicions about an actor or actress were turned ; -
scandal with relish. Some newspaper specialized in promoting orthodox fundamenitalism of
most primitive kind.

jsion. But I also have some fond memories of my days in television. It is a
arge number of people, who rose to distinction in TV later on, were at one
d | had opportunity to share my knowledge and experience with them.

theatre scene at Lahore had substantially changed.

ovement had lost the steer. It was wavering in all directions. The economic
ad been established by the hard work of its pioneers. They had done so while
dards 0. writing, directing, acting and presentations. There was no planning

| mushroom groups arranged *financier’ and put-up plays where ever they could
nancier” were mostly the types that go around the film studios. Their usual
intestment, ‘hide able’ profit, possibly some ‘company’ and may be a name.
1;' .ng consideration being the box office.

arted to drop. Why spend on something which is not appreciated? Why not just
1 Quality of directing also dropped. Why spend on something which is not seen?
face? Why not ask the actor to improvise if something is appreciated by
Jay hiiif a little more? So, the door to adlibbing and ‘Jugat’ opened.

The functionaries of the Arts councils were blackmailed and threatened. Some e f» e rous Men
 influence looked at them with searching eyes to discover if they were high-class pirys 5! Carry i
- on hédm&mm was trying and needed a lot of the courage of conviction . =

~ Few realized that here was a class of dedicated people trying their best to provide & mew nag;
~ with a cultural identity through arts. Prejudices and decadent attitudes had to be fowagzht at ey, _'
HostepIitEes

ACTION, IMPROVISATION, ASIDES AND A SAD SCENE!

~ In 1968, l' joined Pakistan Television Corporation as Principle Central Television Instity
Rawalpindi. | was 1o train personal for all sections of television production. In 1970 a persop,
tragedy occurred. Syed Imtiaz Ali Taj, who was my father-in-Law after my marriage

- YASMIN, was murdered on the night of 19th April in Lahore. Beghum Hijab Imtiaz Al
seriously injured, but survived. The Shock and its effects were to change many things in my [ifg
1 was confronted with a difficult situation.

me in i!}e Arts Council was spent in trying to keep the Council affairs running as
din raising a troupe to present thematic dances called ‘Dances of the people of

) .m'éal upheaval were felt in every section of society. There were demands,
and protests everywhere. They came the War and the shock of the Loss of
ulfigar Ali Bhutto took over the governance of the country. -

Yasmin was Mr Taj’s only child they lived alone. My parents had migrated to U.K.. they livedj
my brother and sister who are doctors. My mother was under constant treatment, she was sufferig
from cancer. Nobody was left in Lahore to take care of Taj Sahib’s family interests. w :

: che of the country was rejecting everything that had gone on before. A new
emand. A broad of culture organization was under discussion. In Lahore a
ed for Panjab to make its recommendations.

‘The murder investigation needed a constant follow up.

To my disappointment the TV bureaucracy appeared insensitive to my need of a temporary transfe
to Lahore. | was disillusioned. : this committee were in the provincial cabinet including Mr. Hanif Ramey. I was

x . ; member. While we had completed our recommendations about the formation of
1 had retained my lein with the Arts Council, and fortunately, an opportunity arose out of a Foreig

Office decision which suited the Arts Council environment. A lot of political changes we
occurring very fast. Ayub Khan had resigned, elections had been held, Zulfigar Ali Bhutto h
gained a majority from “west Pakistan” and Mujibur-Rehman from ‘east Pakistan’. General Yahy,
had assumed power as the President and martial law administrator of anterim government!
Yahya wanted to show solidarity with Iran and decided to participate in the celebrations for g}
2500 years of Iranian monarchy in a big way. A committee was set up, with Mr. Mumtaz Hasg

Art Councils without showing cause and nominated a new board!

ge was un-called for and the timing was bad.
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The member of new board lacked cohesion and experience. They were led by Dr. Enwar Sajj
am not sure if he knew of the intentions and attitudes of his colleagues. Some of his colle,
enjoyed threatening the staff of the council, and used the ‘Stick and carrot’ technique to wip,
loyalty, They would even spy on me and my family, and were found peeping into my sitting
at my residence. | felt ill at case.

To top it all my mother’s health worsened. Leave was requested but not granted! My yry other
1 decided to leave for England and later tendered my resignation. Service lefta bad taste.

thesr
OOors_

died_

It was a sad end. In future my association with performing arts was never going to be ac
employed!

A writ was ﬁled by some members against the decision of the Government’s “Take Owver™
Alhamra. It is still pending. Speedy Dispensation of Justice!

Soon the Government itself decided to to remove itsnominee board and appoint a new Board! Th
New Board was headed by Soofi Ghulam Tabassum. .

By this time Nayyer Ali Dada must have completed the Architectural and other draw ings. So the
Chief Minister, MR Hanif Ramey. Laid the foundation stone of the new hall and sanctioned Rs
10 million from the Provincial exchequer. It was great boost to the Alhamra. The digging starteq

an

of the

The Physical changes the “Ambience”. Something different was to emerge.

THE HORROR

I was now trying to establish a business for myself. | was also participating in the political activities
as a member of the Peoples Party. | was not in contact with the Art World.

The new Martial Law came in 1977. A witch hunt started. The elections were announced in 90
days! It was a trap to identify the second line of political leadership. We fell into the trap. My
papers were filled by party workers for a membership of National Assembly. Elections were
postponed; life was not easy for us. Years of horror followed under Zia regime. The elected Prime
Minister was hanged. Workers were flogged, beaten, killed! Everything was done in the name of
religion. Party workers were the focus of all harassment and hardships.

While life was so oppressed, arts could not have flourished. The Alhamra building under
construction was stopped. The premises bore a deserted look.

THE PIOT

One day | received a telephone call from the life member of Alhamra. Mr Sarwar Sheikh. I had
not heard from anybody connected with Alhamra for long time. He said he had received some
papers for signatures from a government department. The officer who had brought the papers
wanted these to be signed immediately. These papers concerned Alhamra and he did not want to
sign without consulting me. He also said that the officer did not want to leave the papers even
overnight to allow him to think about the contents. Immediate signatures were required! Such was

>

ack_ j
vy
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I
1 Mr. Sarwar s(?mehow manage to have a copy made, and then refused to sign unless
and considers the contents are allowed. The officer whomust have been ‘high”

of Martial Law power, reluctantly agreed. Mr. Sarwar, by this act did a great

itmay deem fit!! It was almost a death warrant for the Arts Centre and to my
of all those who had been in the vanguard of the movement for the cultural

country,

¢ stayed away this time. | was stunned. What if the signatures of most of the
eady been obtained? Many members, particularly the musicians, do not even
ish! (Later Madam Nur Jehan told me that she signed those documents as she was
ed the ‘officers’ to tell her what it was about. She was told they were looking
institute awards for the artist!)

aw days everyone is under fear, even the bar and the bench! My neighbor, Sami-ud-
bright lawyer obliged. A writ was prepared overnight. Nobody wanted to sign it
because of fear. Ultimately Nazeer zaighum Agreed.

edings’ the newspaper could print the matter without being censored. The
ht. A controversy started. Mostly the reaction was in favor our petition.

1 t‘;ihe then Governor changed. General Jilani took over. The commissioner
ransferred and Afridi was appointed. Perhaps most relevant, the Secretary
nd Culture changed and Javed Ahmed Qureshi took charge.

red the same desk at school in the 9th class at Central Model. Javed and 1
d in the court opposing each other! Javed, himself a poet and an en}ightened
ized with my cause. General Jilani was also a very enlightened individual.
10se to seek fresh instructions of the Governor. RESULT:

enied intentions to change the status of the Arts Council and case came to
3 2
1 have it, I was appointed the Convener of the new Board of Governors of the

-an honorary capacity. My major task was to complete the building and
re activity! It was strange, I was there, again, to build the center I had

ost twenty years ago!

t -.a lot of work that needed to be done. The design, particularly the technical
n completely messed up. The hall roof had been changed to a tin roof! The
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false ceiling was flattened, leaving no room for light placements. There was no griq or ’ here in the country, now a lot of very valuable work is being done. Mostly younger
walks. The stage house was there, but no fly up arrangements! The control rooms s Cag M ved. They are getting ready to wear the mantle of us ‘oldies! A serious and a
disregarded and a strange ‘machan® was being constructed for sound effects close ¢, f Fe o tre is emerging. Samina Ahmad even runs an acting school and a very effective puppet
proscenium opening! The place for lighting controls was going to be similar! A whole o hid Nadeem has emerged as a prolific writer on real issues. All these augers well.

re-designing was required to achieve some sense, may be even then not all could be achj
We started. Rashid Umar Thanvi shared some burden. It was work round the clock. Jay,
took care of the bureaucratic rigmarole and we tried to sort out the disputes begy, = O
_ builders, architects and others, in addition to work on design with Nayyer. Startip
January, we were in a position to resume construction by the end of February. No

achievements.

Y cd

At the inaugural ceremony the program continued perfectly, without the least of problemss.

At the inaugural ceremony the program continued perfectly, without the least of problems. T
ups, orchestra pit, lighting, sound, scenery etc. all worked flawlessly. Javed and me looked a
other in amazement. It seemed too good to be true. Were we dreaming? Nur Jehan was sing

the stage. It was all real.
A dream had actually been realized!

he fly
! cach
ng on

I planned and supervised the production for six months. Recruited the personnel, includin g Saming
Ahmad.

The theatre fare consisted of the best available from the country’s history. Khawaja Moin’s
Taleem-i-Balighan the original production, Yasmin and Naeem’s, Aap Ki Tareef directed by me
with some changes in the cast and Saba, Intizar Hussain’s “Khawabon key Musafir” directed by
the Nazir Zeghum provided debut to Faran Tahir, Imtiaz Ali Taj’s “Karma Number Panch™ ang
Qavi khan, Bano Qudsia’s “Adhi Baat” by Kamal Ahmad Rizvi, and Anwer Sajjad’s “Ek tha Raja»
directed by himself.

SCENE 4

The development during last one decade. Must be fresh in'the memory of the initiated readers. The
last play that | acted in and also directed, was Syed Imtiaz Ali Taj’s ‘Anarkali’. It was sponsored
by PUCAR. It will remain a very.important contribution of the PUCAR but most probably it was
the only, complete and professional production of Anarkali.

Anarkali production was creatively satisfying and it was also a grand show. Anarkali has been
attempted by several groups in colleges; by amateurs, and by ambitious or native adventurers,
Results have been pathetic in most cases because of the great demands of the scripts.

I continue to direct plays even now. I directed Bano Qudsia’s “Sitamgar...” in which Salman
Shahid. Saba, and Ali Tahir gave impressive performances; Rehana Siddiqui made a comeback
and Fareeha Parvez made her debut. Most of my time these days, is taken by arena presentations
of Callisthenics and folk dances. Callisthenics is a new art form of mass presentation developed

in this century only.

5

rge community of performers has organized itself into various groups. Lahore has
five very regular theatre working round the year, These are Alhamral, Alhamra2,
fil and Lahore theatre. In Addition, there is Alhamra at the Qaddafi Complex, the
at the Bagh e Jinnah. Theatre has come to stay in Lahore, The daily theatre goers’
100 on average,

INAL DIALOGUES

he history, the quality and style of our popular theatre today is more like that of the
ell’arte’ of the 16th century in Italy.

. ysical... what we call stage business. Often, they had nothing to do with the
lovers were engaged with their troubles, a comic servant might pretend to catch

n studies and load their memories with a great mass of matter, such as stc_)ck
love speeches, complaints, ejaculation of despair and serious theatre going

in Pakistan.

* in Pakistan has a parallel in history. I feel it is closer to the 16th century
e” than any other. It is not the most highly respected parallel. The fact is that
mes to the arts only if a nation pays respect to the Arts. Art relate to the national
a comes out of support, financial and moral, from the public and its appointed

media dell’arte’ we have lost the basic ‘Strengths’ of the theatre namely: the
irector’. [ feel the public institutions, like the Arts councils, will need to once
ntellectual base and provide the leadership to develop a more respectable and
popular theatre in the private sector has made some valuable contributions
should not, be ignored. It has helped the actor/actress and the technicians to live
ings. It is not a mean achievement. Today the live theatre in Pakistan pays more

‘ilm or the TV.

long way in the last 50 years. It may not be long enough! But it is substantial.
ted to achieve everything, but can we do that in one life time? I may feel sad
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that an ‘ideal” situation has not been achieved in my life, but I hope it will be achieved in SOMeboy
else’s lifetime! I should be satisfied with philosophical view about things that I cannot chang b\{\
nevertheless, must continue to make an effort. The change will come.

d 7%”;. gy
CURTAIN? ey
WE S
NO. THERE WILL BE NO CURTAIN. THE SHOW SHALL GO ON.
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YOUTUBE INTERVIEWS
Sath | 26th July 2020 | https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z6
Tahir MeDydd4bU&t=9s
hir's Most Interesting Interview | https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uf
ur Heart with Samina Peerzada K8FRx9evM

Tks About How Faran Tahir https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7 |
0od & Uni of Berkeley & tMGIjUX50&t=77s

lauman ljaz | Episode - 18 | https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fG

: All Tahir| 3jUgrxoki&t=111s
~ L : Most Interesting Interview https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJ3
< . - 4 v, b = - : =
;/nu—/d v oI : 3NDm3Vdc&t=108s
N rINE o 5 SRR,
; e oy e :u\-._.)_“_ - : Tahir ;nlt(tsp:‘.)/e/mwwwo .youtube.com/watch?v=ub
_ *"‘ “"““'_ Sy S, .“,
m‘({ P S ey ‘ Exclusive Interview | Actor https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uy
< 5 e ibtiaiae gLc1vO_FURL=3s
" ¢ v’ﬁq:-.‘.. —_—
i ibneies :&32::—:;;:;' n Live interview video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0b
S e £ Dy - ¢ - Fo :,
AL e ons s s pekdgtrampiom I3 Naeem Tahir -10Lhbbwo&t=13s
B et vl s 1 IR W aeds: ey hed -
sty T T = -y . 2o “"]"”f’«v’c | in Neo Pakistan | Nabeeha Ejaz | https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oy
e F A . ,‘,‘;?:-{;3-‘7:1,3 - ec 2020 | Neo News Gg200yGio&t=73s
fo o ; S C
b Lk o % N ICTV Irvine Igbal Quidwai https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xF
§4’d@,‘4_‘/~ Ex R cable TV discuss Gore VBush | 4MzZRoTLg&t=92s
SRS
L P S 2 \-,- Exclusive | Hum Log | SAMAA https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7
TBLLT G2 crttoiplncest | 2018 hSIQy9M_s&t=59s
) Al ot (Ird)‘
M -4-)—;‘“""«‘)44 : ‘ ( . Ke Hamrah Naeem Tahir ki https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvi
, (RO fa~ialic “=F walat OVBsGirg&t=76s
(PO IRy e g
$c i in zs/&qu.dﬂ : !

e 01 03 2020 Guest Naeem https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98
xtyVhSQLw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nv
APMMBECBk

em Tahir Saheb by Sara Raza Khan | https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cv
3 snPKNvOH4
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of building relations with China continued for decades.
Naeem Tahir represented Pakistan
As Minister of Culture,
sian Culture Ministers Conference, 2005.”

IN CHINA

U
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Some times in life you come across an inspiring person. The first
time I met such a person was on 22™ June 1972. This was the
first day of my existence.

I'am lucky that this was not just a one-time encounter but a daily
occurrence. As I got older, the time I spent with this inspiring
person stretched on. Understanding the information presented to
me by life. Taking decisions and giving the decisions you make
not 100% but 200% of your effort, never accepting defeat,
taking responsibility for things and completely carrying them
through, helping people move forward in life, continuously

thin gs from the people around you and life in general, and working hard — all these

t inspiring person. I call him Abba and thousands of others know him by one

26™ February 1937 in Amritsar, 34 miles from Lahore. At age 5 he moved with
llage, Ali Raza Abad,12 miles from Lahore. He was an “unschooled” little boy
ho, in 1957, went on to do his MSC from Government College Lahore, in 1962
Degree in Theatre Arts from UCLA, in 1963 he became the secretary general of
ncil and with that position he worked tirelessly and succeeded in making theatre
able, in 1964 he worked on initially setting up Pakistan Television Corporation
ff, in 1976 he became the chairman of Carpet Manufacturers Association and
’s carpet exports by ten folds from 1984 to 1995 he made the Horse and Cattle
arge scale festival in Pakistan, in 1997 he became the chairman of Pakistan Fruit
ation, in 1989 and then in 2004 he created the SAF Games opening shows;
ever event. In 2005 he became the Chief Executive of Pakistan National Council
ympleted the building of the Art Gallery and alongside he worked to create a softer
the eyes of the world and implemented over 20 Cultural Pacts.

accomplishments there is a long back-story, filled with difficult tasks as well as
d to overcome, and it is this very story that this book shall narrate.
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For the ease of the readers, each section of this book has been divided according to de
Abba’s life. Some moments of this story that are included have been presented in the

pictures.
So over 81 years ago from today, this picturesque story begins.

l&>
form

Al Tap
22 February

N - S
TS . s

§
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ion and support of friends and family is gratefully acknowledged.
‘a decade. Ms Ayesha Taslim, Mr. Gulzar Afaqi, Agha Sahir Tanvir,
a Mujib, Zafar Ahmad, Usman Rana and others, all contributed, and
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'ih: tel:rdu Dramay Ka' is in Urdu, It was staged at the World _Urdu
; ’ ater at Alhamra, the Lahore Arts Council. Another rare form of an Epic Drama
Naeen{ Tahir = - by Tahir under the title ‘Sael ¢ Rawan’. It is a researched narrative dramatized for

rise and fall of the Muslim Empire and later freedom struggle in Indo Pakistan Sub-
covers a period from 1609 to August 1947. The play has been repeatedly staged
V‘lﬂh other outstanding works as “Land Mark Theatre’ by National Council of the

everal other works telecast/ broadcast by Pakistan's networks. His research based work
* g rialized recently as ‘Samjhota Express’. Some of the subjects of his recent research

. istory and extent of terrorism in Pakistan and India. During his stay in USA in 2000 he
satellite channel in Urdu and English from Irvine California.

pts for future film production namely ‘Bombay by Boat’ and ‘God is Mine’. Mr.
grees of BSc and MA (Psychology) from Punjab University, and a bachelor's degree
the University of California at Los Angeles. As a scholar he continues to update his
ght theatre subjects in 60's at the Arts Council Lahore. Later he was appointed Principle
tute Islamabad where he trained all entrants at the newly established TV networks
ngladesh (now). He was responsible for developing the curriculum's in consultation
| Pakistani faculty. He taught ‘Analysis and interpretation’ of scripts. He is a visiting
st training centre for senior civil servants in Lahore named until recently as Civil Service

igh positions in the Pakistan Government. His last appointment was as Chief
_National Council of Arts, Ministry of Culture. He successfully completed and
ational Art Gallery, popularly called, the ‘Jewel of Islamabad’ and taken note of by the
e National Art Gallery project was entirely developed during his tenure during his
onal art Gallery complex is spread over 143000 Sq.Meters construction and houses 14
amodern theatre hall and studios. During his tenure he developed a program of Cultural
gh Performing Arts with The Kennedy Arts Centre at Washington. It was a three-year
partly implemented during his tenure.

Contents

the Arts Council in Lahore he completed the construction and commissioning of the
* which includes two theatre halls and several art exhibition galleries, music centre
These are some of Mr. Tahir’s tangible and durable contributions which shall be

X4

signated to represent Pakistan as the head of delegation in the Asia Culture Mxmsm
jing. He has earlier been head of several cultural, goodwill and trade delegations to
an Countries. Presently, he is Chairman ‘Unesco Theatre Institute Pakistan.’®

s

T
A
e e  Khuda Kay Liye (2007) Yaistnd

:’g-.;'lq 3

& J-ﬁ.;

His research work on the Pre-History of the People of Indus Valley was published by the National Council
of the Arts Islamabad. His other publications include *Views and Comments’ a collection of 60 articles
published in Daily Times. The volume 2 of this series is under publication and expected to be in the market
in early 2014. This volume contains over 100 articles. Also in publication are his articles in English

~ published in different magazines and Newspapers.

hir "do‘ne 100s of TV programs as actor, compere, producer and writer. Very recent
are:. MannMayal (2016)Sangsaar (2017)Jannat (2018)Toujo Nahee(2018)
2 i AXE0%
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odmble Achievement Highlights

hief Organizer of National Horse and Cattle show and then later on SAF
national show of Field Ballets. Nacem Tahir is the only expert, outside
who has created “Field Ballets” with several thousand performers.

ps ol isa v
RS i et 1(!1 Building the institutions (S ‘
aﬂm- Yewrins ) it y(u ; i ract W ennedy Art Centre, Washington, USA.
4 innah Centre’ at Washington DC.,

~ Institution BnﬂdingAlhamn
‘ (a) Puxdnsed 4-0cm land for Alhamra complex and started a vigorous movement for & tr a;ld Exports:
developunmtofvmalandpafonnmgaﬁsﬁom 1963. :
‘Naeem Tahir had a leadership role in Exports of Hand Knotted Carpets.

to promote this industry the annual export from Pakistan was about 50 Crores
tan, In the next ten years it reached 500 crores due to his leadership efforts
: international exhibitions,
(d) Maintained “Daily Activity Report” for as long as Nacem Tahir was there. This is the o acem Tahir decided to set up an Industry for export of value-added fruit
- archival record. plant with a capacity of 10tons an hour and opened export market for fruit
(e) Stopped le;lb governor Sawar Khan, through legal action, in 1983 from transferri 5 T ntrate, particularly from mango.
; Mbwwt’ i . d a delegation to UK to enhance exports of fruit processing industries. Delegation
) Comple(ed Hall 1 in 1984 as convener of the Board of Governor of Arts Coun 1 en of Nestle, Cargill, Golden and several other large industrial groups.
g lppoiﬂedbydlePun;ab Government, in record time of 6 Months. .

l) Tnnndﬂne’leusomlmallaspeasmW&standEastPakxstan from 1968 to 197

PO s Principal Central Television Institute Rawalpindi.
NATIONAL ART GALLERY AND PNCA CULTURAL CENTRE AT ISLAMABAD

L Pmposed, and g)tq;pnml of government for making of National Art Gallery, and PNC
! culture Centre Islamabad, in 2005.Completed in record time and inaugurated in 2007.
2. Represented Pakistan as Minister of Culture at Asian Culture Minister Conference in

 China2005.
3. Completed tbeNanoml Art Gallery project in 2007 and got the restructuring of the
organization started.

Launched movement for Culture diplomacy and revived contacts with 18 countries.
Sig:éd culture programmes with Kennedy Arts Centre Washington for the first time in

Pakistan’s history.
Proposed “Jinnah Centre for Cultured Understanding” at Washington, USA.
Developed and got approved the performing Arts Center Islamabad including National

| Theater and Museum of Performing Arts Acquired 7 acres land.
Proposed Arts Center at Gilgit, Karachi, Peshawar and Quetta and specified the land required.

FIELD BALLETS (Theatre Festival-Horse and Cattle show)

- (b) Planned a modem “Arts Center at Alhamra™ in consultations with experts at Univerg,

~ of California UCLA, World Architects Association and British Theaters Consultants
“(é) anumdﬁddmshn!l Ayyub Khan for funding the Alhamra arts complex. Funds y,,

 granted 1966.
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Letter to Presiclient of Pakistan

g0 e e

Fé o
aderful to have met you on April 6" along with Begum Sahiba and your
other. We sincerely thank you for providing us the opportunity and for the
; T : conversation that ensued. It was refreshing to observe your relaxed and focused
Cultural Diplomacy the desp inerest i the progress of the country. Afler a long time we felt that the
) : he right hands and moving in the right direction.
bt of “Soft Image™ of Pakistan primari i the better side of
conce of"Soﬁlmage ofl.’ahstnnpnmmﬂymeantto.mu'oduce e better side o Paj;e, i of our effort in the Opening and Closing Ceremonies of the 9 SAF games
at a time when terrorism was getting out of control. Nacem signed and revived cultural pacts , encouraging. I, our son Ali, Yasmin and my trainers’ team of Tahir Theatre
5 gleutlsmandmadcregmuexchanges.ﬂedcvelopedballetsonthelif_'e Ofthe“p- n worked hard to contribute the creative segments in the ceremonies. The SAF team
| of Pakistan™, Plus folk and classical music. Some of the most distinguished artists particip,, - A .u::mm hias, greaty coatribeted o tuikd s ipreaVe dHidgerOP
o AP W . " ; International papers, BBC, and even Door Darshan have agreed that
2 Nacem closely supervised and sometimes lead the troupes. d new standards. This is where we take pride ~ building an image of

5

X

P e ssed by your interest in continued development of the arts in the country and
; it to me personally to continue to contribute. Your interest and

our attention towards possibilities in image building of our country through
g 2 brief introduction of my past activities. I have been associated for almost 50
development activities, in culture, Arts, TV, exports and trade. 1 was the first
cipal of the Central Television Institute, I ran training courses in ‘Alhamra’ Arts
years and trained and directed the cultural troupes for the implementation of
with China, Indonesia, Iran, Afghanistan Soviet Union and the Commonwealth. I
Alhamra Halls. However, no amount of training will succeed in raising the
performing arts unless the market place is created for quality and the talent finds
on of a career. God has been kind and my efforts have always brought good

feel Pakistan needs an all out effort to promote its image as a progressive,
forward looking country. For years the image has been damaged and associated
. smuggling, money laundering and drugs. The great cultural and historical
n forgotten and no one thinks of Pakistan as a pleasant place to be. You have
and have made brave efforts to change the negative perceptions. I, with
BY, experience and dedication wish to support you and make every possible
 building Pakistan's image.

§ direction only will bring investors, businessmen, tourists and good foreign

gest attraction for this category of the flow of international investment. I foel
options but to follow the course you have set. T and my family have been in
our humble way and feel now is the right time to finally succeed.
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I would like to outline and implement an snnual program of the highese quality
participation in all international festivals, exhibitions, conferences and sports evenrs 1}
mh#ﬁ-hw“nmuwyulmwmmimm i
m%mumwwmmmmmmwm
Kenoyer will vouch for that We have amazing talent which blossoms when given ap
encouraging environment. We need trainers in some fields but that can be arranged

T also feel it is important that the domestic market place be improved. Improvement in the
infrastructure is needed. For example there is not a single organization which has internationaj
standard of lighting, sound equipment and of stagecraft available in the country! Therefore
'iﬁ.b_mw!'nedhqpﬂmbywdﬁqmmmody government
functionaries, but the actual experienced professionals who have a standing and the experience
mﬁﬂdenunﬂbﬁkMMWM:me‘-m@w
2t this time.

We need to layout a program of training, upgrading and guidance to private and
government organizations associated with culture in general, and in performing arts, so
that they can come up with worth while participation in the international forums.

Finally we need to set up ceatre of excellence to support and produce the highest quality
Programs in all art forms and equip it as a national window of achicvement in visual and

performing art forms.

These are briefly my thoughts, I believe all this is doable if I have your support and
encouragement and the cooperation of the related department is forthcoming without
reservations. Together we can change the national image to something we can all take pride
.

P&.h*ﬁ'.ifmﬁdduehﬂ:d‘mvﬂueﬂmlmdabomeonm
implementation plan. I am a field person. I have always proven that I do what I say or claim
Insha-allzh we will succeed.

With the very best regards,
Yours Sincerely,

M. Nacem Tahir
Chairman, Tahir Theatre Foundation.

Address: 122 - B, Model Town, Lahore

Ph: 5831927, 5884038, Fax: 5831916

Cell: 0300 — 8450416, Email: 17545 33500 com

Naeem Tahir works with dedication and sincerity of purpose.

NOT FOR REWARDS OR AWARDS.

1965

Building Bridges with China.

tural Delegation of 48 members, on its way to China.

cluded Rafi Anwar, Ami Minwala, Akbar Samrat,
ssain Saga, Munir Sarhadi and Roshan Ara Bokhari.
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ed on Folk Heritage themes by Naeem Tahir. Music composed by
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From East Pakistan, Bulbul Academy contributed its performers led by
Ms. Jhunnoo.
First ever Cultural Delegation to China 1965.

o e tn

B (e ST Y
Members Call on Chairman Mao TseDhung
At the ‘Great Wall’
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Directing a drama for Radio Pakistan Lahore
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Important meetings to promote international Cultury)
Relations

At President’s House Islamabad with President Bush,
President Musharaf, first ladies, and other participants

,1'»‘7 'n. 277
’.
')

,Hfl\

"

Kennedy
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Award given to Naeem Tahir

RN e
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At Kennedy Art Centre Washington, with First ladies, Laura I}ush alj(l(:ﬂclnlyf. '\'"‘h“raf
and Micheal Kaiser, Chiarman and Executives of Kennedy Center

- A -’7-’".
. Zo ‘7\‘."./,4,9;. LA
Aith st widus PP M
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Ms Hilary Rodham Clinton talking to Mr. Nacem Tahir at the Ambassador’s
residence, Islamabad 2009,
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WASHINGTON

November 24,2009
Mr.Nacem Tahir
Chief Executive and Director General
Pakistan National Council of the Arts
Plot #5, Jinnah Avenue, F3/1 g
Islamabad, Pakistan
Dear Mr. Tahir:

Thank you very much for graciously hosting the town hall
meeting at the Pakistan National Council of the Arts during my
recent visit to Islamabad. It was a pleasure to have this important

k dlaanﬂoninsndxabeanhful setting -

Ivmltla]ao]ike tot]mnlu;m; for thel:ook, Melluhas of the
Indus Valley. Your thoughtful gift will serve as a fond reminder of my
TR -

With appreciation and best wishes, | am

Sincerely yours,

!lm

Clinton

28g '
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Lahore, March 6, 2010

hore address.

ur expressed interest in my book ‘Melluhas- the people of the Indus Valley.” I
that you found the National Art Gallery Islamabad, built during my tenure as
f Pakistan National Council of Arts, worth attention and appreciation. It was
te venue for your town hall meeting.

Lahore and as I mentioned during the brief conversation with you at the
, I am busy writing a script for the film based on the research on the roots
] n. I have been encouraged by the Inter Services Public Relations of Pakistan

he script for a film, and hopefully they will find funding to make it. As a
it is close to my heart that the great effort made by the Pakistan Army with
t be truly understood and appreciated. The gap of understanding among the
be filled to ensure the goodwill for the American people. I hope to complete
my return to USA later in the summer.

again, and best wishes to you for the future.
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sy September 21, 200(;
ﬁem'l'.xennedy Center for the Performing Arts

and the Pakistan National Council of the Arts

- announce launch of cultural collaboration with Pakistan

I e o on the World Wide Web
gl . il X
S e (- Giftof theindus:—
: ’ﬂ‘_' Sy The Arts and Culrure of Pakistan
VR www.artsedge.kennedy-center.org/pakistan

s WMDC—MMF.MMM&MAR;M&:PIMNMMCOWH
- of the Ans today aanounced the launch of a new web sit=—Gift of the Indus: The Arts & Culture of Pakistan
e 7Y ‘mmwammymrumdunmmmmum
~ Bush; First Lady of Pakistan Begum Sehba Musharaf; Keanedy Center President Michael M. Kaiser and
i Kennedy Center Vice President for Education Darrell M. Ayers, as well as Washington-area high school students.
- Theeventalso included a brief performance by world-renowned Pakistani tabla player, Sattér Khan “Tari™
L - accompanied by Ghulam Farid Nizami on the sitar.

e T Mhuum-ﬁmi-mmuxmmmmmamam,"
~ said Mr. Kaiser, who made his first trip to Pakistan earlier this year at the suggestion of Mrs. Bush. He began

e mﬁhmwwdhmdi;Mr,w.NmTlhir.lbomwtyuhcy
- could work together to strengthen the arts infrastructure of that nation. Since that first trip six months ago, a great

deal has been accomplished, developing a plan for coop efforts, conducting the first ants
management seminar in Islamabad, planning a collaborative children’s theater project and creating the web site
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o JOUNg people (especially ages 13-18) in the United States, Pakistan and around the world ' ©

i nlMcnhnoflMsSmnhAnimmﬂmk :
.“Mmmuoml Counoll of G Arty the result of a unique partnership between the

0 three main areas:

{ hkhm:mnvhlwnmumwm.muk.m,mmmn
o, which focuses on the land and people of this diverse country.
4Daily Life, which is about life at home and public life - family, friends, school and cultural

w:hfumlamwenumdiouvmoclmmwmm the arts and
J .09 hmmmmmmwmmmmwmu:':umu

¥
wuu«uv-mummrmmpm—mmaupf«m»m
of Pakistan and the United States. With guest moderators in the U.S, and Pakistan, this
® and provide opportunities for cultural exchange and awareness between students—

¢ exchange of ideas and information about each culture and its arts, as well as to encourage bi-
g abroad to share their perspectives. i

isedge.kennedy-center.org), a program of the Kennedy Center’s Education Department, is
creators of free arts education materials for teachers, students and families, producing

esources delivered across multiple platforms—video, audio, interactive and print—that work

immersive arts experience. From media-rich interactives, innovative performance guides and

audiences 1o free, standards-based lesson plans and guidelines for arts-based instruction for

GE serves teachers, studeats, and families by supporting teaching and leaming in, through

e
a

AATIO! ARTMEN]
has established one of the most extensive arts education in the world—reaching
on people across the nation each year. Since its establishment in 1972, the Kennedy Center’s

ded its

s in person, in print, via satellite and on the internet through performances, classes, ;--"
open rehearsals, residencies, seminars, master classes, professional development, and .
young actors, dancers, musicians, and arts administrators. The Kennedy Center’s Education

d 20 promoting higher standards for national pedfonaing arts education prograins and. ——— ~

* P wa.

‘ “We belicved this web site was central to our joint mission of building awareness of the beauty and richness of
Pakistani culture because it gives people around the world, especially young people, a look at this remarkable
cultural heritage.™ Mr. Kaiser said.

*“Leaming about other cultures and countries is at the heart of diplomacy,” said Mrs. Bush. “By leamning about
Pakistani music, literature and theater, we also leamn about the people of Pakistan and their rich heritage

“Diversity has been the esseace of our people and traditions,” said Mrs. Musharraf. “The people of Pakistan are
making a real contribution in preserving the rich cultural heritage and traditions of the country. These can be seen
in our art, architecture and literatore.™

“We are making 2 great beginning in the right direction. Thanks to the vision of President Musharraf and
President Bush. 12am determined to take this vision of friendship and peace forward through better
understanding,” said Mr. Tahir.

~more-

: i

Q DUNCIL OF THE ARTS
nal Council of the Arts is entrusted with the role of promoting the visual and performing arts
0. It safeguards the interest of the community, promotes and projects the national heritage and
in building a positive image for Pakistan on the domestic and international arena. Aims, :
ons determined by its founders are incorporated in the PNCA Act of 1973 that categorically
he posture of a policy-making and coordinating agency in the field of culture and the arts. &
a media services and web development company in Washington, D.C., was a creative .
t of Gift of the Indus: The Arts and Culture of Pakistan.

ore information about The Gift of the Indus: The Arts and Culture of Pakistan,
please visit www.artsedge kennedy-center.org/pakistan.
EEad

fare

ACT: Rae Bazzarre, 202/416-844 |, rbazzarre @kennedy-center.org
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With Ms. Sheila Jackson Lee Chairperson,

Pakistan Caucus, US, Senate (At Islamabad)

/4

12072005 (2 MG ity

CULTURAL RELATIONS DEVELOPED WITH CHINA,
RUSSIA AND its STATES: UK, EGYPT, TURKEY,
SYRIA, IRAN, JAPAN, KOREA, BRUNAIL JORDAN, SRI
LANKA, USA, INDONESIA, SWEDEN AND SEVERAL
OTHER COUNTRIES.
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~ With Marlon Brando (Godfather fame) From Hollywood

WITH INDIRA GANDHI IN DELHI
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With President Musharraf and Begum Sehba Musharraf

With Begum Nusrat Bhutto
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With Chief of Army Staff Gen. Raheel Sharif

“The process of building relations with China continued for decades.
g Naeem Tahir represented Pakistan

As Minister of Culture,

At “Asian Culture Ministers Conference, 2005.”

:  Scanned with !
? CamScanner’;


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

VIEWS, INTERVIEWS AND PICTORIAL 301
VIEWS, INTERVIEWS AND PICTORIA|_

300

Received by Governor, Fushong Province

rlhg the tree of friends

!B

Raja from Pak Embassy.

hip, with Iftikhar

L 2] :L(b‘(g»;"—bg

Tmrvas 4t meyen Fouge i
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' financial sustenance by the Pakistan Government, further financial
et by the Diaspora and friends of Pakistan.

gtalm and organizational system of the ‘steering committee’ and ‘sponsors
ater.

erate and contribute my time for the success of this nationally important
' that we can start functioning with an appropriate program by August

JINNAH CENTER
For
Cultural understanding

A desire for the promotion of better cultural understanding between the people of Pakistan and th,
people of United States of America is the basis of this concept. :

Looking at the current patterns of building relationships between nations several areas are
explored, public diplomacy is a very effective tool i.e. reaching out to the public of host country
through art and culture. All efforts can prove be short lived, unless the people learn to understang
and respect and give “space’ to each other, by developing a ‘cultural’ understanding of each other.
Relations based on business deals, defense needs, and global emergencies are likely to be short
lived but relations based on cultural understanding are more durable. All countries go through
waves of some short lived phenomena of love, hate, or preferences like white, yellow or black,
But relations on the basis of deeper human understanding survive.

Peace and tolerance are the real essence of the Pakistani society. In this atmosphere Visual Arts,
Sculpture, Music, Dance, Drama, and all related forms flourished. This is the image that Pakistan
needs to continue to project in the world and remove the impressions created by recent wave of
extremism.

For this objective we need to establish a “Jinnah Center for Cultural Understanding™. It’s an ideal
ime to undertake this project and we have ideal place for that i.e. the old chancery building, the
| ouilding is not only of historical importance but also ideally located. It is maintained in good -
v condition but not put to a significant use. It can be used as an annex of the embassy and dedicated
to promoting Pakistan’s art and culture.

My preliminary assessment is that a move to establish a cultural center will be enthusiastically
supported by the Diaspora as well the local friends of Pakistan. Such a center will be the heart of
intellectual discourse, place of presentation for ; ;

visual and performing arts, lectures, research, social get together at special occasions, media
interaction and social media penetration. It can also be a link between the Jinnah Chairs at different
universities and much more.
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National Art Gallery and PNCA Art Centre inaugurated August 17, 2007,

Note: from 1969 — 72: Naeem Tahir was asked to join Ministry of Information ag J% built by dedicated efforts of Nusesis Tahie

Secretary and was loaned to Pakistan Television as
Principal Central Television Institute at Chaklala, for training the officers Prody
oy

and technicians of the Television Network.

The NATIONAL ART GALLERY and building of Pakistan National Council of the
ARTS (2005 —2007)
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=3

A4S proposed that the old historical building at Washington USA
ak Embassy be converted into an active organization

NAEEM’S VISION FOR FUTURE:

National Theatre Complex in Islamabad. NALL C ‘1::11:_2 F %R CULTURAI;IUNIf)ERSTANDlNG”
B E offered to raise $5 million for it.
In 2007, Naeem Tahir succeeded in getting the approval of the Governmep, ;
“National Theatre Complex™. The project would include a National Theatre
facilities and a museum of Performing Arts. 7 Acres of land was allotted at S,
area. The design competition was won by Nayyar Ali Dada Architect. It is
start of construction.

t to bu- SN ey

Wi[h iy : ’ =
aker Pg, '
'dWa'\t'mg

R

Plan of National Theatre designed by Nayyar Ali Dada
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1965
On a WAR Front

e ..‘.\"—“.Mw \

Naeem Tahir dedicated himself completely to defend. He visited
frontlines and supported the Jawans. He took groups of artists to show full
commitment and solidarity. He wrote for radio the famous plays
"Molvijee" and "Khem Karan"

1965
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f TV, Stage, Radio, Film work, and family.

1 ¢
SES
mpses
<l

1954 Radio
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SEHRA: Written by Faiz Ahmad Faiz,
Sung by Nur Jehan on March 24, 1962
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Complete Family
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Ms Sahir Rahim, y

asmin Tahir, Madam Shabn: \acem Tahi
2 Aamir Qurashi, F ir, Madam Shabnam, Naeem Tahir

aisal Rehman, Ali Tahir, Wajeeha Tahir

Naeem & Yasmin and the Cat in “Begum Sahiba ki Billi” a Taj Classic
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laL 8 ¥Akbar” in stage play “ANARKALI” at Alhamra HALL-1 in 1981

»
1‘ -~ Firdos Jamal, Naeem Tahir, Sabiha Khanum

Stage Drama “Mujrim Kon?" at Alhamrah (1958)

Standing: Izhar Kazmi, Q_ﬂ d r Igbal, ShoiabHashmi, Yasmin Tahir, Kamidar, Sikander’s Brother
Sitting: Tariq Hameed, Sikander’s Brother, Khalid Aziz, Nacem Tahir, Stage Manager, Chokidar

Stage Drama “App Ki Tarif” at Alhamrah and many Cities from 1961...
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" With Actor Shan and Seemi Rahal in Film “Khuda ke Liyae”

Nur Jehan & Noeem Tahir in PTV Ahmad Rushc
inferview Program On Khurshid Anwes with Naeem Tahir on Pry

Raat Gaye Naeem Tahir
on PTV 23/01/2018

As CEO of ICTV USA
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‘FIELD BALLET’

Callesthenic Creations

An inventive Art form of Naeem Tahir, and learnt by his students.Only Chinese and Korears
successfully. Nacem Tahir crated several shows at National Horse and Cattle Show and at ope
of South Asia Games in 1984 and 2004. He is internationally respected and admired for j¢_

g

Nacem Tahir’s youngest son Ali Tahir has learnt and created “Sassi Punnoo™ Field Ballex
Games 2004,

. Scanned with
i & CamScanner’;


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

VIEWS, INTERVIEWS AND PICTORIAL 325

[DENT'S MEDAL FOR “OUTSTANDING SERVICES”

ALY CONSTITUTED AND AWARDED TO NAEEM TAHIR
= .
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_.l"FrOm President of Pakistan

o P wabi
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K73 25 -
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i The school children's display on the opening day of tke National Horse
and Cattle Show, on 01 March 1987, was most heartwarming. In fact, this event was
, impressive that it actually stole the show. While I was conveying my feelings of
and admiration, in this respect, to the Chief Minister Punjab, be informed me
,‘.muxmudwmmmu-buuw
in such a short time was accomplished entirely due to your untiring effort,
-’iw_ﬂ-um_mwwm

~ Although I have written to the Chief Minister Punjab separately in this

lﬁlwulm'ﬁnbwm-ymdmh
icipals of the schools whose children pasticipated fn the

am enclosing a small gift of a watch for you as a token of my personal
of the magnificent job dome by you in aranging the diplay, which
superd demonstratica of physical calture, discipline, barmoay aod team work.

hosle

gt o oo
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Riag, 3 Industry and Trade

Receiving Awards from Dignitaries

hairman Fruit Processing Industries with members including

Nestle, Cargill and Shezan.
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Naeem Tahir, Chairman International Hand knotted Carpet Exhibition, receives \y; Some Public Awards

Nawaz Sharif, Punjab Finance Minister an

i" ‘4 _’."ﬁl;'i

“Made in Pakistan” a PTV series of discussions to promote exports,
Conducted by Naeem Tahir
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COMMENTS OF:

\Dani FRAS SI, HJ. Distinguish Archeologists, Historian and linguist.
)G- Archaeology
: Prof. Anthropology, University of WESCONSON, Madison USA.

PUBLICATIONS: HSPP
v & 3 alley’ is based on ten years of research, dedication and hard work by Mr.

s of the author, “it is the story of the rise and fall of the People of the
pearance”, It starts off 8000 years before now and covers up to 500
on this subject mostly uncover the city plans and highlight the
ur ancestors. This study for the first time speaks about the people who
ling our great past. Full of engrossing illustrations, maps, photographs
yut the ancient Indus people, this book is both valuable reference material
eneral interest for all hose who take pride in the international heritage.
narrative on solid researches in Archaeology, Anthropology, Prehistory
‘ has been frequently in touch with me. I am happy to say that I was

ibution to his study by providing materials from my personal library and

B e
questions.

Naeem Tahir is extensively published. Some of his books are:

“Aap ki Tareef” a three act play written together with Yasmin Tahir
Views and Comments vol.1 vol 2.

Sael e Ravan an historical stage play

Samjhota Express TV Serial

Mohammadi Begum research work.

Well known research work: “Melluhas” the people of Indus valley 8000g - £<> SO0 BC

A R e

& AW i ; find this book a significant contribution to the subject and a good
i B e Ancient Pakistan.

of archaeological data and has also looked at many other sources to

- i y : - : %E- ution of the people of IndusValley Civilization. The great value of this book
: R, : - = { a C ehensi fil f th 1 ho d: 1 d f th test
3000 BC - 500 BC .. : A B L e e e sty o

Dr. Ahmad Hasan Dani
Professor Emeritus, Quaid-i-Azam University

an exceptional interest and a deep study of our national heritage. He has

. It could not have been easy to look with such depth to the prehistory of
also to co-relate with other disciplines like anthropology, mythologies,
. Most interestingly, he has tried to lift the veil from a period

d to be 'dark’. The 'dark’ period covered the times when little was known of
o the great people after building a great civilization and one wondered, where

- care There are valuable clues and hypotheses given by Mr. Tahir which will
Naeem Tahir e further rescarch.

d work and no doubt his 10 years of study has produced a remarkable
itten in his inimitable literary style that will hold the attention of =

, Archaeology & Museums, Government of Pakistan, Islamabad
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3 Early Davys.

Several years ago, in late 1990s, Mr. Tahir Was present in one of the talks I gave in g, . W ¥

He was at that time engaged in this study. Later he sought confirmation of the dates of the » Making of a ‘Legend’
reproduced in my latest book “Ancient Cities of Indus Valley™. I am very happy to know 4. & 5

has finally completed his study and it is no available to the general public. There are v, O

!’°°b on the subject of the real inhabitants of the Indus Valley Civilization. There are of
lﬂﬁfations that they were recognized as **Melluhas” by the contemporary civili -
particularly the Mesopotamians. Mr. Tahir’s study and narrative of the disappearance o
Melluhas is of particular interest. 0

There is indeed great need of such books based on reliable data ofarcheological and other sq;
disciplines written in a manner that makes the lay reader enjoy the contents. This book ““Mepp s
of the Indus Valley” fulfills this need. -

1954

Dr. Jonathan Mark Kenoyer
Professor of Anthropology, University of Wisconsin, Madison

1955

Scanned with !
i & CamScanner’;


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

VIEWS, INTERVIEWS AND PICTORIAL 33‘ 3

Tre oter Lohom. Wet Pok st Compus Trecter Grodf e

£

Gaenivest Drected Othe Peopie ond Wind in e Afeq SA

/a mera man Shafgat Mahmood, Ya'qoob Nasik, Naeem Tahir Principal,
0 CII, Chaklala, Anwar Khawaja, Marghoobur Rehman, Mahboob,
Shaheen, Safia and rest of the students of 6th batch.
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) D PICT
' 335
Nostalgic visits to Ali Raza Apagd 3

With Syed Anzar Hussain, an old friend, in front of “Darogha K
arog avelj

I . A d
n front of the Hospital® set up and run by Naeem’s mother Dr Mrs Sardar Azim in 1942

: Dr.M“
Azim was in the first batch of lady doctors in Indiain 1934
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Nacem Tahir
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Mr. Pervez Musharraf
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Other Work:s -

‘ ‘\ . : )77[ 7
Melluhas, The People of the Indus valley from'8000 B.C to 500 B.C.

~ Published by National Council of the Arts, Islamabad.

- Views and Comments Vol. 1& Il. Published by Sang-e-Meel

Publication.
. Bombay by Boat (Film script). English (Under publication)
. Earlier articles on Theater and other arts, English Version
. Scripts of stage show. (Various) English i
N Aap Ki Tarif Urdu stage play. Naeem Tahir and Yasmin Tahir, s

published by Sang-e-Meel Publication.
- Soey Kahan'Urdu stage play. Naeem Tahir and Yasmin Tahir

published by Sang-e-Meel Publication.
2 Sael-e-Rawan' and 'Jalsa Urdu Dramey Ka' Epic Plays published e

by Sang-e-Meel Publication.
. Plays for Radio and Television Urdu
. Samjhota Express (Television Serial) Urdu, 22 Episodes
o Dagh e Dil (Screen play) Urdu
o Order Order’ (Television Serial) Urdu
. Godis mine (TV Serial) Urdu _
. Mulla Nasir ud Din (Episodes of TV Serial) for children. Urdu
e Abio-graphical interview of Naeem Tahir. Urdu
. Terwan Darwaza auto biography under compilation. Urdu.
RECORDINGS
. Molevi Jee' a play, By Naeem Tahir, Recorded during 1'965 War.
© Kalam-e-Igbal in the voice of Naeem Tahir. :
« Interviews with History.
. “Rozan-e-Zindan”. Naeem Tahir reading FaizAhmad Faiz and

Yasmin Tahir reading Elyse in Ajoka Theatre Production.
5 /
i,
AKSPUBLICATIONS
Ground Floor Mian Chamber 3-Temple Road,Lahore.
Ph:0423-6294000 Cell # 0300-4827500-0348-4078844 p
E-mail:publications.aks@gmail.com
9l7862771737108

www.akspublications.com.pk
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